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From the seventh century onwards, it is wellknown that Persian
and Arab traders settled in large numbers at the different ports on
the western coast of India and married women of the country and
these settlements were specially large and important in Malabar
where from a very early time it seems to have been fhe policy to
afford every encouragement to traders at the ports.®
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They (the Mushms) came to India, not like the Christian Colonies
of Syrians, driven and persecuted from their home lands, but full
of the ardour of a new-found religion and of the prestige of
conquest and glory. Before the ninth century was far advanced
they had spread over the whole of the western coast of India and
had created a stir among the Hindu populace, as much by their
peculiar beliefs and worship as by the zeal with which they

professed and advocated them.” '
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Cambay chiefly streches out two arms, with her right arm she

reaches out towards Aden and with other towards Malaccea, as the

most important place te sail to, and the other places are held to be

of less importance. Malacca cammot live without Cambay; nor
Cambay without Malacca.™
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Reinaud 93 wER-“Everything points to the belief that .
combined with the Persians they (The Arabs) exercised on -
those coasts up to the fourteenth century the same
ascendancy which the portugues did afterwards." *
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The rise of Islam in the beginning of the seventh century and the
unification of the Arab iribes under a ceniralised state gave a
tremehdous impetus to the movement of expansion which was
going on since pre-Islamic days. Muslim armies rapidly conguered
Syria and Persia and began to hover on the ouiskirts of India.
Muslim merchants immediately entered inte the inheritance of
Persian maritime trade and Arab fleets began to scour the Indian
Seas.”
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Islam appeared upon the scene with a simple formula of faith,
well-defined dogmas and rites, and democratic theories of social
organization. [t produced a tremendous effect, and before the first
quarter of the ninth century was over, the last of the cheraman
Perumal Kings of Malabar who reigned at Kudongallur had
become a convert to the new religion.”
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@ OmEm@- “The Zamorin of Calicut is said to have
dehberately encouraged the lower castes to embrace Islam
in order to have sufficient sailors to man his ships. The
preacher of the faith re-enforced the trader and did much to
spread his beliefs”.” @8 49" % a7 Professor Innes-
“He (Zamorin) gave orders that in every family of
fishermen (Makkunvans) in his dominion one or more of
the male members should be brought up as
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Ishwari Prashad <=5 - "The earliest Muslims who

came to India were traders who reached the coast of

Malabar attracted by the profits of trade. The

tolerant policy pursued by the Hindu Rajas both on
the eastern and westemn coasts facilitated their

task™.™ ' '
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The Musalmans made their advent in South India on the
Western coast as early as the eighth century if not earlier and
in the tenth century on the eastern coast that they soon spread
over the whole coast and in a comparatively short iime
acquired great influence both in politics and in society.”
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