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Abstract

In our socicty there arc some minority people who are known as transgender. Those people are
culled transgender who do net have the exact sexual identity. By observing the behavior,
mentality, physical traits and psyehological cxpectation it is very confusing and challenging to
identify their sexual and gender traits as they have both the traits and in many instances they
act as females but with many traits of males.

_ e to regional differences, the transgender people are known cither as *Kinner’, or
*Aravani’, or *Jenana’ or 'Koti’. But in Bangladesh in general the transgender people are known
cither as “Hifra® or ‘Koti’. The word *Hijra” has derived from the Prision.word *Hecj' means
cither without having any scx organ, i.c,, "kleeb’ or having the presence of both male and
female sex organs. Therefore these people arc called as either *nopungsha’, or *kieeb’, or
‘brechonla’ or *khaja’ or ‘pourushheen” person who is neither treated as a male or a female, The
transgender people do not have any active male or female sex organ. Accerding to the
professional physicians, due to the defects in the physiological constitution of sex organ or
prevalence of problems with genetic make-up of chromosome, intbalance in the composition
of hormong, a child might have the defect in genetic construction of sexual ergan during the
development stage of fotus. With the growing stage, when the children’s sex and gender identity
are found defective, are rather compelled to be isolated from the greater community and society
and became conlined as & member of “hijra’ communrily. Duc to this kind of isolation and
alicnation process, they are unable to get any respectful and secured identity within the society.
As a consequence, they are rather complelled te develop their own world by creating their own
socio-political, culural, religious customs, rituals, and lifestyle.

" The type of customs, rituals and tradition of Hijra people are quite different from
the main stream Benguli community. 1t their overal socio-political and econemic life, the
importance of traditional culture, customs, rituals and performances have immense value, The
Hijra community people mainly survive by practicing their traditional rituals, customs, beliefs,
rcligious, social and ceconomic tradition as all these traits are related to their means of
livelihoods, Therefare, this article attempted to analyze the nature and the means of livelihoods
and challenges of Hijra community in the context of their own cultural and social rutvals,
performances, customs, beliefs and tradition.
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