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Abstract

The place of Hadith or Sunnah is second among the four fundamental sources of Islam
Shariah. For this reason, the study of Hadith occupies a major place in Islamic education.
The history of the study of Hadith in Bangladesh is neither very old nor very new. After
the spread of Islam in Arabia, the Muslims there werte engaged in trades and commerce
. foljowing the profession of their forefathers. One of their groups attempted for the spread
of trades and commerce in this region as a result of the gstablishment of Muslim Rule in
the subcontinent, With these traders preachers of Islam and Sufies came to this country
and engaged themselves in preaching and spreading Islam and at the same time they.
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worked for the spread of the study of the major {undamental source of Islami Sharizh
Hadith. But at the beginning there was no institutional study of the Holy Quoran and
Hadith, it was rather an individval attempt. Institutional study of Hadith started in
Bangladesh in the 3¢ century. During this century Hazrat Makhdum Shah Mahmud
Gaojnobi (13" Century} along with his 17 disciples established a madrasa for the first time
in Langolcote of West Bengal and Shah l'urkan Shaheed (1288 AD) in Bogra, After
Bengal was conquered by Ikhtear Uddin Muhammad Bokhtear Khilzee many mosques
and madrasas were established in the country and the institutional study of the Quoran
and Hadith started in a large scale. Sharfuddin Abu Taoma, a famous Muhaddis came to
Sonargaon, the then capital of Bengal in 1278 and set up a center for the study of Hadith
there. Tt was Muhaddis Abu Tacama who at first brought Saheehaon (Bukhari and
Muslim) and started teaching them in Sonargaon. In the 14™ century Hazrat Shahjalal
Yamenee along with his 360 followers come to East Bengal, now Bangladesh for
preaching Islam. During this century Syed Ahmad Kolla Shaheed (13" -14" ©), Hazrat
Rasti Shah (14" C) in Comilla and Noakhali regions, Maolana Ata (died before 1365
AD) of Dingjpur, Sheikh Akhi Shirajuddin (died in 1357) of the center of Bengal Gauda
and Pandua, Shah Badruddin Allama (died in 1414 AD) and other famous Qlamas played
& special role in preaching Islam and practicing Hadith in different parts of the country. In
the 15™ Centwry Khan Jahan Ali (died in 1459) along with his obedient disciples
preached Islam in Jessore, Khulna and Barisal and they left a significant contribution to
the study of Hadith. Many important researches have been conducted regarding the
inception and the spread of the study of Hadith. Among them Prof Muhammad Ishaq of
the Islamic Studies Department of Dhaka University completed his PhDD degree on
Indians’ contribution to the study of hadith Literature. The book has already been
translated into Bengali, Urdu and Arabic, However, the present essay will attempt to
present an analysis on the study of Hadith in the post liberation Bangladesh.
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