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Sociology of Iolksong
Synopsis

Music is one of the basic elements of culture, As an integral part of culture, music is
created and developed on the warp and woof of the ups and downs of society, Bangladesh
is not an cxception in this regard. The greenery, rivers, forests, hills, fields and marshy
areas and the ever changing nature of Bangladesh have greatly influenced the life of its
people, which is nicely reflected in its music, particularly in its folksong. The folksong is
the main (radition of Bengali music. This has been continuing since its prehistoric period.
Folk music is originated in a stable and harmonious socicty. The common people from
various occupations such as blacksmiths, potiers, Weavers, washer men and women,
fishermen, boatmen, farmers and coachmen are the creators of this traditional music.
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‘Their experiences, feelings, emotions, and passions have found a successful expression in

it. Social structure and human relationship have been expressed in it

Social Science deals with evaluation of social structure, social development, social

reformation and analyses of cultural history, The contemporary  social aspects have been

depicted m music as well as in artistic works. Works of every historical era refleet the

characteristics of that time. A historical analysis of different eras since the long past

shows that the social responsibility or mass awareness in folk music has always been

manifested along with the changes of socicty, Society is sometimes mirrored in folksong

explicitly, sometimes symbolically and sometimes theoretically. Folksong is not made for

its arl's sake only. There lie humanistic approach, experience and reality in it. The “birth

and rebirth’ of folk music can be considered in its social context. A song continues from

time immemorial with the traits of society depicted into it. When a musician recreates a

song, a new dimension is added to it beyond its content. Thus music gives an opportunity

to unalze it from the context of its presentation over the ages. This paper looks at the

amalysis of soctal implications in Bengali foiksongs.
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