Cﬁnsequences of Mlhtaﬁ*y Ruie
Taiukder Mammzzaman-

Classxcal Theory of Cwil-Mnlitary Relatmn

'“The ‘classical writers on war as well as the leadmg
- statesmen and the remlutwnanes of the . twentleth
century ‘have. iong argued for c1v111an coatro] over the
military. Gen»ral Von CIaUSewuz. wrote about 150
yedrs:ago . : S - DR
-+ “the subordlnatxon of the -political point ‘of view
~to the military would be unreasonable, for the
" poliey has credted the war, pohcy is the mtelhgent
faculty, war only the intrument and not the reverse,
The subordination of the military point of view
to the. pohtlcal is, therefore the only thmg Wmch
i possnble’ U ' - :
No ' group of pohtzclanq ‘are more appreclatwe ‘of the
role of violence and armed force in state and inter-
state affairs than Marxists. But Marxists revolutionaries
have been most careful to keep tight control over -
the instruments of violence and to determine the extent
and nature of violence to be employed. Lenin was '
quick to note Clausewiiz’s “famous dicium™ that “war
is politics continued by other means” and stated :
“The Marxists have always considered this axiom as
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the threoretical foundation of the meaning of every
war.”® The basic operational strategy of the Chinese
revolution was laid down by Mao Tse-Tung in his
celebrated phrase “Politics in Command,” Mao asserted.:
- ‘Our principle is that the party commands the gun
and the gun must never be allowed to command the
party.® Statesmen like Clemencean; Lloyd  George,
Churchill and Kennedy .thought war was too serious a
business to be left to generals.? '

Modemnzatieh ahii Role of the Mlhtary
Some Empirical Findings

Thxs theory of supremacy of pohtlcs and pohtlcal
control of armed forces has not worked .in a large
number of developing countries in this latter half of the
twenticth century. As many . of the new states ‘which
emerged in the era  of decolomzatwn came under
military - rule in Iate ﬁftles and .sixties, & number of
respected social scmntlsts argued that, m the context of
the. slow pace.of modermzttlon ‘and pohncm develop-=
ment in the new states, mlhtary takeovers would have
beneficial consequences . for these _nations. - These
scholars developed threoretlcal models depicting - - the
mlhtary asa hlghly modern: force capable of transferring
its orgamzanonal and techmcal -skill. to the. fxeld of
g Nemment and admmlstratlon 5 : :

Late empxncal researches on the actual performance
of the military Tegimes has largely behed thosc early
theoretical expectations, Eric A Nordhnger, drawmg
upon an. analysm of cross-natmnal data of 74 non-

Western and non-Commumst counmes fmds negatwe
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and zero-order correlations betwean the political strength
of the military and social and economic modernisation.®
In another- cross-national aggregate study of all indepen-

dent, . non-communist. countries. - with . populations

exceeding one million, -covering the peried 1851-15970,

R. D. McKinlay and - A, S; Cohan conclude that “there

is no.profound effect on economic performance produced
by military regimes whén MR {(military regime) and
CMR (period of civilian rule in‘ countries that have
experienced mlhtary ‘regimes) are compared with CR
900.—(low income countries which have experiences
only civilian rule).”” In yet another study with peried
covering the - period 1960-197 for 77 independent
countnes of the Thud World Rabﬂrt W, _Tackman
Ieports
‘In short, mlhtary intervention in the politics
“of the Third -World has no unique effects on
‘social - change, regardless of either the level of
“economic development or geographic regions.”®
The vahdlty of these quantitative analyses have,
however, been questioned - primarily for two reasons.
The first criticism ‘related to methodology and argues
that these ‘cross-national studies do not take ‘into consi-
deration ‘crucial” vanables like natural resourecs, size,
geogiaphical locations and depend solely on economic
and statisticql indicators of the countries concerned.
Moreover, as the  second criticism goes, these statistical
socio-economic data on ‘the Third world countries are

" notoriously unreliable.? But even if these quantltatlve

studies ‘are taken with’ reservation and one pursues a

case-by-case analysis, one can readily notice that military
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regimes hardly perform better than civilian regimes- in
bringing about .social and economic development, In
countries where a comparatively higher rate of economic
growth has taken place under military regimes, develop-
ment has not heen the result of military rule per se
but of some fortultous factor like massive infusion
of foreign -aid (Pakistan under Ayub and South Karea
under Park), availability of natural resources like oil
(Indonesia, Nigeria and Libya), sudden price rise of
certain exports (copper and tin in Zaire). . Besides;
the type of development strategy followed in mest of
these countries has led to highly skewed distribution
of wealth, The result has been the generation of
severe social and regional tensions forcing countries
into eocial and - political - turmoil and washmg away
economic gains achieved. - :

- There 1is,  of ;_course, a qu_ick growth in one
particular field under military regimes, Military. regimes
almost invariably  increase defense budgets soon after
takeoveal® and once. raised defence allocations usually
remain at high level in subsequent years. In Asia,
sub-Saharan ~Africa and Latin. America, = military
government’s aversge annual -percentage expenditure
of defence out of state budgets were almost double
that of non-military. governments in the 1960s.!' As
a result it is no. wonder that the rate -of growth
for -defence expenditure in the - deveIOpmg countries
is ‘surpassing the rate in the developed nations® As
" most of the defense budget in the developing countries
is speat on buying sophisticated .-weapons- in hard
currency f_roni__ developed. countries, it does not have
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any multiplier efect on national economy. High
defence expenditure therefore becomes a permanent
debilitating factor in the economic growth of the
nations coa;cerned '

M;htar}' Ruie anﬂ Circle nf Political Undardevelopment

~The: performance of *the military regimes in
the sphere of political development is much mere
disapointing. Samuel P.. Huntington has been lavish in
praising military. coups. Frequent coups according to him,
“are a sign of change and progress.”'® Coups are a sign
of ‘independence Huntingtion says again, and the real
beginning of the process. of - -modernisation and
devélopment.™ Huntmgton also’ eulogzsnd Field Marshal
Ayub Khan of Pakistan for coming close to filling
the role of a Solon or Lycurgus or Great Legislator’
on the Platonic or Rousseavian model,’”  But the much
vaunted political institutional innovation launchad by
Ayub: Khan-“Basic Democracies”—was designed
primarily as an instrument for depoliticization: of the
people.” - Ayub Khan. failed - ‘to develop legitimate
pohtlcal institutions and- ensure meaningful participa-
tion of the people in the political process. ‘It was no
wonder ' that - the Ayub systern restlted in a mass
upheaval and led finally to the break-up of the
country—the ultimate in political decay. -The process
of . political: disintegration in Nigeria started after the
coup of January 15, 1966 when major Nzeogwu .and
his cohorts ‘launched a ruthless blitzkrieg on ma;or
military and pelitical {igures in Nigeria.'s :

" Because .of the “revolution of rising expectatmns,
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conditions of acute scarcity..and . the. consequent
revolution of r:smg frustratmns there __i_s' . always' a
store of accumulated resentment against any incumbent
government in the developmg nations, : There is, thus,
a sense of relief among a large section of the ‘people
whenever a fall of the govemmenf takes place The
m1lztary rulers often take this. general sigh- of reltef
as the acceptance of thelr rule by the people The
general process, of modernization increases - inequality
and. exacerbates social . changes  in all developing
nations, Thus, the peOple suffermg from ‘the sense
of relative depr;vatlon quickly _b_ecqme_;.___disge_nchapted
with the_m_iiitary regirﬁ_e. 'Af_]&__s_e_ve_re p?obl_em of legitimaey
tﬁén'beg-iﬁs to shake thé-ﬁiilitary-regimé SR
. .As S.E. Finer has poznted out, - ‘the . cardinal
weakness of the mllxtary as a po‘ltlcal force’ stems
from the fact that. force does not automatmahy
create right,. Rule by force mw*es challenge  and
coup paves for a series of counter coups. 7. Leg1t1m13a~
tion of any type of regime requires the leaders of
the regime to dev:_s_e of . a political formula . and ‘4
political ideology and securing the acceptance of these
by the people at large. The political formula assigns
political roles -to the pGOpIe and 1de010gy provides

rationality. and moral sanctlons to the - political roles:

under tranacendant prmc1p1es of social” order, Ideology
creates symbols and rituals whlch -condense apparent

ceniradictions of the pohnca} process into -meaningful
categones ennobles political contlicts. and bring about:
a reconcxlatzon of the. victors and losers at the higher-

1ntellectual and psychodramanc level By creating 3.




38 Advanced Research in Social Science, 1987

world ‘image - conducive to support a sense of identity,
ideology develops-a psychic bond between  the ruler
and the tiled and thus stabilize the polity. -

“But ‘it is in formulating ideology that the military
politicians fail most. Am army is a bureaucracy par
excellence and the fundamental prineiple in bureaucratic
organisations, as Edward Feit has pointed out, is
verticel emulation. Each bierarchical level of a burean-

- ucracy  conforms ‘to . the order from and {ollows

the example of the immedi'ate' higher echelon. The
bureaucrat at the. top also does not work to generate
ide gets instructions from without in the form
of a ‘policy’.” 1t is ‘not only that the organisational
principles of bureaticracy inhibit the growth of original

_ ideas, ideological thinking is also consciously discour-

aged in buresucracy to. give it the colour of an “a
political” and “‘nonpartisan” organisation serving. the
state—not - the government.. The military -officers
conditioned " in - the atmosphere  -of emulation and
ideological neutrality can hardly be an effective source
of ‘ideas. Thus the ‘military politicians usually start
with the administrative doctrine that difficult problems,
when' reduced to essentials, have simple solutions, In
the end when the logic' of politics force them to
formulate 1deolog-es they failed to “espouse lmagmatlve
doctrmes that will set men’s mind on fire’

- When political organizations are valued for their

-effﬂctweness and- subhmated by an ideological aura

these are transformed into durable political institutions.

Military politiciats generally seem incapable of creating’

political - organisations not to speak of effective political
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institutions.. Military skills: are 'hé‘r‘dly" ""t'ransferébl'e to

the sphere of politics.. Society-is’ more complex ‘than

on army and as Morris Janowitz' has argied;” the
organisational logic of the armed forces-is 'dlffere_ﬁt
from that of - the - political® formations.? Military
personnel can bring only sp’ec:ahsed -perspectives and
specialised ‘skills’ to the political arena, The devélopment
of political orgenisations, however, requires poimcal
skills which trascend functional specialisations. and can
be acquired only through long ‘and “hard ~experiénce
in public life. Even military leadérs like'Ayub Khan
in- Pakistan (1958-1969), Ne Win- in -Burma {1962
to date), Gamal Abdel Nasser it Egypt (1952-1970)
and Primo de Rivera (1923-1931) in * Spain who all
had - fairly long periods of rule, did not succeed ‘in

developing enduring - political’ institutions.?* "Nasser,

who ‘seemed to be conparatwely more popular than
the other military politicians, Taunched three pohtlcal
movements for popular ‘mobilisation—the  National
Liberation Rally in 1953, the National Union in 1957
and the Arab. Socialist Union in~ 1961, “Each of these
political ‘movements® Ruth First writes, ‘in turn went
from .torpor to paralysis, intrinsically unable to stir
vitality in villages;, factores and ‘neighbourhood. g:omm‘ﬁ-é
nities.” There is now -almost.a ' consensus among
scholars who have examined military ‘regimes; ‘that
if political development: is defined in terms of popular
participation  and the building of legitimised political
institutions, . for most of the new’ states which fell

under ‘military rule, the period. of -military rule was
sterile as far as political development is concerned,®" -~ -
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- As a matter of fact; in.most cases the military only
creates ‘a vicious circle--which perpetuates the condmons
of pohtmai underdevelopmient - which -initially - brings

;_gbqut_t_he _military rule, -As has already been indicated
above, the key factor in . political development is the
;growth -of durable. pohtlcal institutions.* - The primary
:resource fOr developin
I country are the politica
'been argued . by the Ieadm authorities on Indian politics,

pol't"al;f institutions in . any
:of her politicians. * As has

desplte the absence of- the' usual socio-economic corre-
lates of democracy, India has been uniquely sticcessful
in. bmldmg .up .a developed political = system . mainly
because of the political skills of kez politicians.® " Politics
is more of a vocation than soldiership. For siiccess;

pO}.lth:[ans have to " acquire - proficiency in pelitical skills

as. much as the military officers have to gain - fighting
skills through long professional training. The political
sk:ils needed for devéloping a viable and self sustaining
pohtlcal system - involve, among others, ideclogical

commitment, capacity to respond 'to new challenges and

the arts of administration, negotiation, representation and
bargaining. These skills can be acquired only in the

hard school of : public life just -asthe Indian political

leaders gained: throbgh their  active participation in

open . polities from the .1920s first under tutelage
of an sufferance - under the British and then wunder.

the . ehghtened leadershlp of Jawaharlal Nehru,
... But what does happen to politics under a military

reglme ? The soldiérs donning mufti can zot escape the'
effect of their-long socialisation within the armed forces."
Because' of - their. militery: ;mindsets’ ~and’ perspectives

RN
N s
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the soldier-rulers, whether “they ~are Ayub Khan
in - Pakistan. or. - Acheampong in Ghana or- Castello
Branco “in Brazil, fail to. see the functional aspects
of - the-great: game of politics and severely. -restrict
the free flow of the political process and: force the
politicians in the making into a long. period of hiberria=
tion. . The period of military rule, thus; is usually a
total waste as far as the development of political skills
is. concerned, Since about- . twosthirds of ~ military
governments themselves fall victims of  ‘military coup
d’etat®* the opportunity for gaining political - skills
by a.people once under a military. regime. is likely: to
‘be ;‘continually postponed with - arnval of every new
military regime, IR S
' Only about one'thlrd of mxhtary governments were
succeeded by civilian governments® In these fewer
cases of civilian - restoratians, the newly ' incumbent
civilian leaders soon. demonstrate . their inability to
match their official performance with the expéctation
of the people.: This is not unnatural, first, ' because’ of
the general ‘intractability of the problems facing. the
developing nations and, secondly ‘and more. important,
because of the lack of political skills of the civilian
leaders resulting’ from the preceding period of military
rale. The military officers. waiting in the wings, then,
knock: down the civilian ‘regime’ oneven . a modest
manifestation of pubhc discontent against - the cmlmn
government and assert’ the  vindication of. their: self-
fulfilling .. prophecy. of ‘inevitable. faﬂure of the . self-
seeking politicians.” Thus the penod of waste for pohtxca,l
-growth begms anew, . C L
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- Itis -sometimes argued -that the administrative-
traditional system introduced by the colonial rulers was
more in congruerce . with the socisl struéture and poli-
tical traditions of the newly : independent - states: and
that military rulers soon discover the virtues of the “colé-
‘nial model.s Most. of the military rulers try  to revive
the colonial framework, But virtues of the colonial
siiodel had become - irrrelevant by the iime new states
weré bors, The civil servants. have no constituencies
and ca—x_f not provide any political support for the: regime.
Thé_trﬁditibna} leaders  cannot. represent the Western
educatéd dnd middle class. groups — students, intellec-
tuals and professionals, It~ was - the rise of ‘these
groups seeking their proper roles in the modernizing
society that taught the post-World  War II' colonial
administrators the lessons -that the.era of the adminis-
‘trative: .state had passed.-in the long run the military
ruler also rediscovers the lessons. of . the colonial
administrator.®® But the : realisation comes: too late,
‘The . military ruler. cannot ‘prevent the end of his
régime and the nation has already. been put in- c:rcm-
tious motion of coups and: counter coups

Role_’Expanswn_. of th_e ;Miii-ta:y ‘and _Dei‘ence _Vu!nerability_---

- The expansién of the role-of a modern army seri-
‘6usly impairs its military effisiency, Soldiership is now a
- highly technical ‘and spec1alised profession and requires
arduous ahd continvious trammg “As-Samuel P. Huntmg—
‘foh stated, Napoleon symbolrzed the last suecéssful union
of military and political professions, The. Ttise of Bismarck
and Moltke indicated the passing away of tlie Napoleonic
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model.: In this twentieth century more than ever before
smilitary genius is. work® rather than ‘sudden inspiration
and - wishfol thinking.’® . Present. day ‘military officers
can indulge in pohtlcq only at the cost -of. thexr flghtmg
skills..

- 0Of course, --t'ne senior- aff;cers, who take - over

‘the control of the: state and want ‘to stay in  power
‘beyond any specific time. limit, usually give. up their
commands in the armed{orces, But as any government

of ‘military. provenance - suffers from innate lack of
legitimacy, the military regime has to depend upon ‘the

_continsous support ‘of the armed forces, specially the

officer: corps. “Politics barined or  restricted -in’ “other

‘sectors of the. polity. soon find their expressions in the
‘armed forees and gradually corrode their unity, cohesion
‘and ‘morale. Disteaction of politics also inevitable affects
the pure technical expertise of the army persosinel.

In . the past'two decades there have been several

‘instances where the armies, ‘who had been ce'npromxsed
by their political  -role-expansions, suffered humilia-
ting defeats at the hands of the armies encouraged
~only toexcell in professionalism: The Arab: Israeh war

in 1067 furnished one of these examples. Thé Syrian
army’s performance suffered immeasurably because of
fraticidal feuds among its officers, ‘which resulted in

“an” inability to mount a serzous offensive against- the
-Tsraeli army. The Iragi -army was similarly -debilita-

ted by _1nterna1 political “strifes, The: fragmentation

“of  the -armed forces of the' Arab countries, at the
‘same time'’ fac_ﬁ}tated the easyr penetratwn by Tsraeli
"mtelhgence S : -
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- :Egypt's total -military fiasco is also -generally
attribuited to the political role-expansion of the Egyptain

armed forces, Partly to take politically unreliable officers -

outside the defence forces and partly to reward the pro-
teges with more comfortable jobs, Gamal Abdel Nasser
transferred. about - 300 -senjor officers of the armed ser-
. vices to civilian sectors,*> The exodus of such a large num-
ber of officers obviously affected the military services.
“To ensure the support of the armed forces for his regime,
‘Nasser manned the top echelon of the armed services
 with his cronies. Many of them proved - corrupt and
utterly -inadequate’ for - the positions in the high
command;. Besides the armed forces were being ruri:in:,
.most: unprofasswnai way by Field. Marshal:Abdul: Halmn
.A;meer, the then Chief of the Armed “Forces. - Aithough
' he armed services were known to Nasser,

he avoided “taking- any corrective measure fearing . 'a

-breach with Ameer who had served him most loyally
and. had been. his right-hand man for fifteen years.®
.The. denhctlon in the armed forces wentso far. that
the ‘Egyptian - Alr Force did not take adequate training
‘m the operation of the weapons and combat planes
._ supphed by the Sowet Union, - -

. .. Although .President Nasser hxmself ‘went to the
_Egyptxan armed forces’ headquarters a few days-before
-the. start - of the 1967 Arab-Israeli -war and - warned
_the. hlgh command that there might be a surprise
,..Israeh air attack on Egypt wnthm 48 to 72 hours*
-the Egypnan air commanders committed  the ‘mofu-

. mental - negleet . of the. . most elementary xules- of

protectmg the alrcraft on the ground,” ~The ' result

i
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was that a large part of the Egyptian: Air Force was
destroyed on the ground and the rest was completely
incapacitated by the Israeli ‘pre-emptive attack on the
very  first day of the war and the Egyptian.army
rapidly  disintegrated in.less than a weeks time%. The
-E'gyptian and Syrian armies with their- continuous
role .expansion - repeated  their fallure in - 1973 war
-against Israel% :

 The thirteen-year period of political involvement
similarly impaired the fighting edge - of the Pakistani
armed ‘forces. . This ‘was cleatly demonstrated in the
thirteen day war between Pakistan - and India in 1971,
“One can reasonably argue that- the -Pakistani . forces
in - former East * Pakistan, -surfounded by a totally hostile
population and ‘denied-of -all logistical ~support :from
‘West. Pakistan . because of the Indian’ blockade, were
‘mot in-a position to give a -stiff - resistance to .the
Indian forces, but the failure:of the Pakistan . force
in making - any significant. dent on-the Indian. forces.
-4in the Western front of war cannot be explained :in
any othéer terms than:the - inadequeate . morale--and
- fighting. skills of the Pakistani. forces.’” = Although
- Pakistan had -inherited : a highly  professional - army,the
~quality . of - the -army rapidly. declined as ‘a result of its
“‘involvement in making -and unmaking: regimes.’ There
“was-an extraordinary . waste of ' skill- and - experience.
A’ large number. of «senior officers: took-up:: political
-and admiinistrative . roles while:many othéré-were-forced

- tovretire ‘for political | reasons.- :Arbitrary seléction and

.promotion -of dfficers“on : considereations: other::than
. pnerit-. aﬁected ‘thes: morale and” efﬁcxency of the -army
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especially in the officer -corps. Acute factionalism
developed among the. senior officers and interservice
relations became highly streined. These dévelopments
virtually immobilised -the high commard, and as the
war broke out, the high command failed to  chalk
out strategy and tactical plans in a concerted manner.®
It was no wonder that the Pakistan Air Force lent
only half-hearted support to the war and a major
_portion- of troops in West Pakistan remained uncomni-
‘tted to .the war effort? Obviously, to - paraphrase
‘Moltke, politics had spoiled the Pakistani armed forces.
. The ‘most recent example of ‘how the political - role
.of the armed forces corrodes military vitality is- -provided
by Idi Amin’s : -armed. forces, - The .Ugandan ~armed
-forces, ‘which acted:-as the "heinous instrument of Idi
~Amin’s reign of terror, just disintegrated in' the face of
.the poorly equipped, and led, Tanzanian troops and
- an Ugandan-exile force in. April, 1979, -
- Reécently there had been majer boundary changes
in the civil-military: relations. in some -of the Latin
| American - countries,  Until early. 1960s the Latin
“American military usually “performed a - “moderating’
- or gystem “maintaining role  in paliti(':'s.:" Under: this
“model,. the military . periodically irterveded’ to .reselve
.-political: crisis. and. did mot: aim at prolonged ‘period
of rule-to effect fundamental  transformations in social,
- economic :-and. . political structures. - ‘An: expanded,
-directive -and . system . transforming ~role.of :the military

- .emerged after. the ‘coups .d’etat in : Brazil - €:1964), -

JArgentina (1966);-Peru- (1968) - and Chile 41973).
- ‘The ssuperior :war «colleges of :the. above mentioned
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countries found . and:funded  by. the U.S, :Miiitary
Assistance - Mission developed an elabsrate, fascist and
totalitarian “Ideclogy of National Security and National
Development,” This ideolegy. hed-its. origins in- the
decolonising -expérience of the’ French -army . in early
1950s. It argued that the non-communist-and communist
nations of. the world were ‘engaged in' a' world-wide
Stotal .wat’, - In this war, the enemy -was not:an external
oire ;- he-was ‘closé -af- hand and- sprang:from within
the nation, It was a war. against communist: revolu=-
tionaries who -had grown in the first: place | because
of underdevelopment’ and- inequitable- social,- economic
and. political - systems . of - developing - countries. - -The
strategy needed to win in this ideological and eounter
insurgency war involved the “unity, will and productive
capacity of the entire nation. . The key featare of
this strategy. was “the. close mterrelatmnshlp between
natlonal security .and. natlonal development’ The days
of old professzonal’ sol dier who had fought conventional
war, Wlth exterpal ememy were almost over, ' The ‘new’
professmnal sold*er trzined in fighting a ‘total war’
with the mternai _enemy on- rmlhary, soc1d1 ~econemic
and pohtlcal fronts ‘was the prime .need - of -the day.
Since the civilian, leaders did not . have the requisite
skill, and organisation: to - fight - the _new war, it has
become the manifest destiny of the. ‘new . professional
soldiers to take: over; establish contrcl over:allaspects
of-society, bring-about rapid sdcio-economic development
and .win the glory. of defeatmg the . :greatest -threat
to Western Civilisation. 0 A » -

* ‘Brazil had-been the- Test -case. for the 1mplementa-
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tion of : the . “Ideology of National Security and - National
Development.” In the whole of Latin America, Brazil
had the best men and material in her armed forces;
The “new professionals” of Brazil held power for
two. decade to show the metile, - The economic and
political reforms in Brazil' and - Argentina effected
however by the ‘new professional'" soldiers ~proved
illusory. In both countries, the military regimes were
bedevilled by the growth of factionalism within the
armed forces and conflicts between ‘military government’
and ‘military institations.” The result was ‘frequent
instability (changes in personnel of the government
including president of the nation) and policy incoherences
of which the civilian regimes were accused. On the
other hand, the fear of veto by different factions
of the army inhibited initiative and slowed down the
decision-making process. Popular discontents mounted
and the military govérnments ‘deepened-the revolution’
by resorting to more and more terror and = torture.
Once "again the classic discovery the - governmental
functions are much less amenable to resclution through
veértical- mpattern of decmon -making and command’
and that ‘there can be no- apolitical solution to ‘the

problems of political development’ was vindicated,
-+ It is interesting to note that the very first

scholarly article ‘published in 1959¢ which argued for

the role expansion of: the armed - forces advocated

this technique for mobilizing - organizational stréngth
and coercive: capacity of the armed force available
for fighting communism in Southeast Asia. As the
. Southeast Asian cxperience shows military force alone

5
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cannot ensure a victory against communism. If the total
war has to be. won, victories in economics and. 1demogy
would have tobe gamed first.  Bat as we have argued
earl er-in chapter it is .precisely- in the fields of econo-
mics and ideology that the military officers have ‘shown
mnate mcapacxty in ga:nmg victories. On the- ‘other
hand repressxon and terror which accompany mlhtarys
attempt at total’ control only strengthen the appea,s of
c_omml_lm_sm._. For. ulnmate -BUCCESS, - the _ commumst
revdlutibnaries prefer. repressive. mxhtary regimes to
reform-oriented civilian: governemnts R

¥

Con..lusmn

To sum up, tne mlhfary regunes seem mcapable on
furthe;rmg major. somo-economxc development in_the
countries they rule, in spite of- the:claims to.the contrary.
The: . military 's.-performance - in -the- field of political
dévelopment is all the more dismal. They seemonly to
accéntuate the- problems of political” deveiopment with
which the C1V1]1&11 leaders were mmally faced and they
depnve the chhan pohncxans of the opportumty to
acquiret the much needed political. sklils, thus, perpetua~
ting'the chain of: political underdevelopment. _Lastly 4he

' role expansion: of the - military creates both iiiternal and
external security" vuinerabxlmes Dﬁﬁkﬁ'é}t _-A.:":'_R'Liﬁ_t:'ow
rightly concludes : S

“ the ultzmate success of a mxl:tary reglme depends'
“on its sk:ll in. aI[owng or. promoting. ‘the. rise:of

: effectwe civilian insitutions that wwill render future
'mxhtary mtervenuona superﬂaous o i
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