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Abstract

During the middle of ihe cighteenth century, the British occupied Bengal and with it the
process of colonization began in South Asia, The new rule introduced in the socio-
uconomic and political spheres unsetiled the traditional way of livelihood of all classes,
especially the peasants and the Fakir Sannaysi. In protest of this inauspicious situation a
series of peasant movements were organized in Bengal that almost threatened the stability
ol the colonial government. Among these, Fakir Sannaysi movement was a first revolt
against the British rule in Bengal. The British East India Company occupied Bengal
mainly to exploit its resources for commercial benefit and profit. To achieve these aims
the company imposed a new fand revenue system and encouraged the cultivation of cash.
Soon it radically changed agrarian relations, reducing those who were once occupancy
tenants to share-croppers or landless agricultural labourers. The organized and violent
agrarian movements in Bengal were deeply enirenched in the socio-economic conditions
of rural Bengal, The first of this kind after the cstablishment of Company rule was the
Fakit-Sannaysi movement. In desperation, the Fakir-Sannaysi reacted violently to vent
their grievances, and also Lo restore the pre-colonial economic system or old order by this
movement. Therefore it may be regarded as social protest movement and sources of the
inspiration for the subsequent peasant revolts of Bengal.
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