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Their firm conviction that there can be no military solution and
considered it necessary that urgent steps be taken in East Pakistan for the
achievement of a political solution and for the creation of conditions of
safety for return of the refugees to their homes which alone would

answer the interests of the entire people of Pakistan and the cause of the
preservation of peace in the area.”
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1 also gathered from the talks with Soviet leaders that the prisoners
of war would not be returned until ‘Bangladesh’ had been recognised. T
told them quite ¢andidly that ‘Bangladesh’ had come into existance as a
result of direct intervention by Indian armed forces and it would be
unrealistic to expect the people of Pakistan readily to accept the
dismemberment of their country in this fashion.™
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