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As far es Max Weber is concerned the distinctive
aspect of the Social Sciences is that it is oriented
towards action,' unlbke, say, History or Philosophy.
Accerding to him, il is a science which ““aims at the
interpretative understanding of social behaviour in
order to gain an explenation of iis cauvses, iis couses,
and s effect”

In this kind of analysis, where the fundamental
scientific parameters of social activiiies as well as irs
related subjective meanings and smplications are incorpo-
rated inio the social theories 25 ‘empirico - sociological —
explicandum’, there, if one iries o analyse the social
mieraction in general from a ‘micro-sociclogical’ prespec-
tive, what one would ineviiably mneed is the proper
definition of certain socio-poliiical terms, That is why,
while analysing social interaction from a ‘micro-socio-
logical’ perspective, Max Weher iried from the wery
outsei 1o offer definition of certain common termino-
logy. In this respect those words which received special
importance in his analysis are power (Macht), sovereign



Power, Authority and Legitimacy ' ' 17

authoriiy (Herrschaft) and legitimacy or legal wvalidiiy
(Legiiimitaef), becavse iiis aot possible to give a logi-
cally acceptable and objective explanation of social
activities by sny social theory without analysing how
social interaciions iransform the basic siructures under
particular - circumstances,

In this sense, Max Weber is actually the first emi-
nent sociologist who endeavoured 10 evaluate and define
the definiion and the extent of legal validity or legitimacy
on the bas’s of empirical realism without draging himself,
rather consciously, inio the normative explanation between
the rolitical and legal phi'osophy of the concerned term.
However, the main problem which the readers of Max
Weber generally face in this respect is that Max Weber
no where inhis discourse on social sciences did offer
a clear and specific formula of legal validity or leghi-
maey in respect of a particular subject item. On the
otherhand, we definitely observe the use of legal validity
or legitimacy in all his discussions periaining to powers
(Macht) and sovereign right or authority (Herrchaft)
solely as a momentary divers'onary trend (to use Weber,
klassifikatorisches Moment).? As an explanation for this,
Max Weber has alwsys laid special - emphasis on empi-
ricism while determinining the legalitly of a partcular
subject. In this connmect’éon, Max Weber has of course
h’s own logic ; ihatis, in his opinion, we can arrive at .
a linguistic and dimeniional evaluation of the term legiti-
macy (legitimitaet) only through analyses of inductive
meihod. :

We first come across the term legitimacy or legal
validiiy in the writings of Marx Weber during his
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-observation; - explanation and avalysis of mature and
-movement -of social activities and in the questions to
‘recurring general constanis of - human. behaviour. as
raised by him and alco in his . stated. observation wherein
he' made an express opmion-that the social action of
a person can truly assume social interaciion - when there
“exists in the concerned society a- legally valid adminisira-
“tive framework! In this respect, Max weber viewed at
one angle the gresion of legal walidity with that of
“the represeniative class of the society or emvironmentsl
. fame and respeciability ( Prestige der Veshildlichkeit
-order Verbindlichkeit as per German language)s As
~already siated earlier, Weber considered ihe - social
activities as part of human bebaviour, Human behaviour,
“on the . otherhand, according to Weber, is open which
-secretly.influences the atiitude of seme other particular
‘person or group ( s'gnifikanten Anderen ) oris inflienced
by that particular person or group.® Due to this veiy
attitude; man pariicipetes n a -social work or abstain
himself frotn it. When a. pariicular action carries diffe-
rent meanings - and respective atiitude of different
persons taking  part in that social ~work .get. mutually
“mingléd: up in order io ~ implement the: social . works
‘( which résults in social interaic’on’), then the special
 infrastructire needed for transforming individualism_ into
~class ; there, although the aititude or desire of the person
- ( mearitng ‘what the person waats or what ke should
“want) plays a dominentrole, vel the prevailing political
situation there or the legal validity and acceptability
- of-the: environment gefs the optimum of importance (in
“the words of weber, legitimitzet and- Rechismaessigkeit,)?
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.- It means, as ‘We see, that when Max Weber used
the -defifition of ‘‘legitimacy” or “legal validity” = as
a synongm .of ihe “représeniative class of the society
or -environmecal fame and acceptabiliiy, then he was
taking . into, consideration about a pariicular social phe-
nomenon where the mére formal recognition of a pohtical
situation might be regarded as legally tenable or having
legal -validity, We may get a good idea about the
importance of the term “legal validity” through h's
symbiolic - use of the term by Weber. True io his own
chiaracieristics, Weber in th's particular ‘respect did not
raise the queston, about the shape of a socio-pelitical
set-up which will have to be taken in order to be legaily
tenzhle 50 that none can raise the quesiion anyiime
how ihe. nature of legal validiiy should be.f. Through
this -approach “Weber ‘has -judiciously. avoided  the way
to put pre-conditions about the objective value or utility
of-a legally constituted social order. What -was impor-
tant 10 Weber was thai, the assessment of the importance
or value of ihe prevailing social “order, meaning how
much it has positive possibility m_.whlch_ itcan be Said
that the  social - interaction: .can - be "performed. - quite
legally. Heie  Weber has. drawn  a- meithodological
line. of differentiation. beiween ihe two . terms, ““to."be”
and. “should. be”.and while trying 10 offer a normative
explanationn how -the environment .of a -legally cousti-
tuted -social order ' should be, heacivally tried to lay an
empirical  basis about the exten whether it is possible
for a socieiy “io be legally constltuted” There he basi-
cally, in ihe light of ‘the prevailing- secio economic
infrastruciure, laid - stress. upon - the” ruling ~sovereign
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authorily, lakiag into account the question of legal
validity ( legiiimitaeisglauben ) or “moorings in respect
of legal validity” As a matier of fact, Max Weber, while
laying siress upon “legitimitasisglauben”, he actually
wanted te accord recognition to . a pariicular praciical
situation where, although, the socio-sconomic infrastruc-
ture cannot be stated to have legitimacy or legal validiiy,
yel it has the chance to asstme legal validity. It means
that he wanted to regard it as a special intermediate
stage between the traditoral sovereign authoriiy of the
society and logical auihoriy, Here the deduct’ons made by
Weber on. the bas's of empiricism in respect of idea that
the ‘sovereign ruling clique has more poss’bility to give
more imporiance io logical authoriiy, are: that the
ruling class has a special interest to dig out and enco-
urage the moorings concerning the item of legitimacy ; it
will be difficult to maintain iis anthorily over the ruled
if the ruling cless fails to susiain the thinking and
consciousness in respect of the quesiion of legitimacy or
legal validity upon ihe laiter. Because where even the
traditional authority is not working, there any other logi-
cal base for authority, namely, if there is no legal
validity, then upon what base the sovereign authoriiy
of the society will rest and the rulers or iheir orders
( German, Befehl Order ) will by cheyed and they
(rulers) can expect obedience {( German, Gehorsam )
from the subjects P Judged from this angle, it may
appear to bea jusiificaton given in favour of the
ruling class to maintain its rule so far as the question
of legitimacy or legal validiiy is concerned. Due to
this it is possible that Weber has stated with importance
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about their legendary role which is likely to help create
confidence in their having logical authority as per rules.’

“The subject which comes out here from the
discussions of Max Weber is : Where is maiter of
the sovereign authoriiy is dependent upon “Orders
and obedience” (German, Befehl-Gehorsam-Verhaeltnis)
between the ruler and the ruled; there the ruling
class can hope to claim the logical authority as per
rules only -when there remains no doubt boith in the
minds of the ruler and the ruled behind the sovereign
authority (Herrschaft) passing the orders.

In other words, when the claim of sovereign
authority of a person or class that it has legal backing
ges mingled up with the moorings of the ruled on
the subject item, only then such sovereign auihority
may be termed as legally valid (legiiimate). - However,
if the ruling class possessing the soveieign authoriiy
fails to implement or mainidin their claim of having
Jogical authoriiy ; meaning if the subjeci denies com-
pletely the legend behind is (ruling class) sovereign
auihority so. far as legal validity is concerned or raise
question about this, ihen what will happen ? -

While describing ‘abovt this aspect, Max Weber
s7ated abount the existence of class siruggle and the
influence of it upoa the muiual relation it has upon
ihe social authority, he has although made a few
passiag comm'ems' ‘he did not make aitempt anywhere
to offer any well coLs1dered and convmcmg explanahon
so far as its cause, prefond‘c ons, operation .and in-
fluence are concerned.’ Therefow -although there are
‘many . relailve subjecis -deali in his sovereign authority
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related to social theory which is his' completely own

( which is allegorically -called in German—Herrschafisso-

ziologie ) there is 1o mention of illegal (ﬁegmmme)

or the use of similar words found therein.

. Conclusively it may  be staled here- that, from
the - general discussiohs made by Max Waber in his
theory of legitimacy ithe three pr_nc1pa1 aspects whlch
come out from them, are: = - : '

@) Validity basmally denotes a pdi’ilcula"r pohacal and
social situation or it denotes formal recognition of
a sovereign authority, where empm(:lsm alone acts

~ as the touchstone of this phenomenon ;:

(b} From this theory of Legitimacy some par ucular
politico-socio condiifon or the mnaiure and trend
“with regard io the holding of power of ihe supreme.
authoriiy (meaning the determinaiion about when
~and which auihoriiy by which power or deficiency

- fail io recéive acceptance or rejection by the ruled)
. one may get'a funciional idea. _

(¢) Through this, one may get an idea with regard

- o the siruetural _' sei-up about division of power
of the ruling class claiming o be possessing legal

- validity of the supreme authority. ' '
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