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' Abstract
Subaliern study is very noleworthy arca which has opened a new window in the arena of
social history. It is a big promise and challenge for social history to analyze society and
its past properly. Rather than concentrating only on political hegemony and political
history, social history is committed to exploring the ideological bases, social forces,
everyday life and livelihood, rights, dutics, social statuses and class positions of subaltern
people. To add this new approach to historical studies, Ranjit Guha played a key role. To
do s0, Guha was inspired by the term “Subaltern” which has been noted in Gramaci’s
Prison notebook. Later, he established a separate school of thought. He has been capable
of spreading this school of thought outside the Indian Subcontinent. That process has
been illustrated in this article. _
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England had a series of intensive meetings and discussions of colonial Indian history.
This was the beginning of the idea of subaltern studies, a concept mooted by Ranjit, The
first volume of this serics, edited by Ranjit Guha, appecared in1982. The tcam as he
preferred to call the editorial collective of subaltern studies, was subsequently enlarged.”
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Neil Rogall @ cdf¥rs 74193 qremes- “The mmpact of ‘History from Below’ collided in the
Indian academy with another import from the west-post-structuralism  and post
modernism. This collision produced a ncw and specifically Indian syanthesis the
subaltern studies group.”®
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pespective’ published novels and histories about military campaigns in India and
America; and G.R Glieg (1796-1888), who wrote biographies of Robert clive, Warren
Hastings, and Thomas Munro, masterd this genre. The great war provoked popular
accounts of subaltern life in published memoirs and diaries: and soon after the Russian
Revolution, Antonio Gramsci (1891-1937) began to weave ideas about subaltern
identityinto theories of class struggle.”” '
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« If traditional historians addresscd the progress of the state, Guha and the other
Subalternists wrote about the activities of those peripheraiized by the state; if the one
used ‘cven history’ the other used myth and legend, if the one homogenized, the other
particularized, if the one praised the development of nationalism, the other found its
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