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Abstract

The: main objective of this article is to depict the changing socio-economic condition of
Santal community of Dinajpur district. It is revealed from the sociological research that
some of the major causes of such change include the influence of major ethnic
community, the process and effects of urbanization and modernization, the influences of
Christian Missionaries and related catalyst agents.
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Bangladesh is a country of cuitural diversity. More than 31 ethnic groups live here. These
ethnic groups have their distinct and traditional culture and heritage. Among the ethnic
groups of Bangladesh the Santal is the second largest ethnic community and is followed
by Chakma. But within North Bengal, the Sanfal community is the largest cthnic group
who normally live in the districts of Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Rangpur, Pabna, Bogra and
Thakurgaon. But this minority communify has been concentrated mostly in the districts
of Rjshahi and Dinajpur, For the last scveral decades there is a significant change that
happened in the traditional fives of this community and the reasons include the impacets of
religious cthos of Christinity, Hinduism and Islamism; urbanization, industrialization and
socio-economic and political fuctors . These kinds of changes have influenced their socio-
economic lives Lo a greater cxtent.

As the Santal community of Dingjpur district are subject to the influence of Hindu,
Muslim and Christian religion and also influenced by modern urbanization and
industrialization process, one of the main objectives of this article is to portrait the nature
of socio-ceconomic changes of Sanral community from the perspective of sociological
observation, :

Though there is not a clear understanding regarding the exact arrival time of Santaf
commumity in Bangladesh, it is agreed by alf anthropologists and sociologists that they
settled n at the earlicst conventent time. From the evidence of physical traits, the Santal
people belong 1o Proto-Australoid Race. According to Delton, the physical traits of
Sattal people include : ‘their faces are almost round, cheekbones are modcrately
prominent, eyes are full and straight, nose are generally broad and depressed, mopth are
large and lip are very fuli and projecting, and hair arc straight and black”.
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