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Informal Relationships as Resilicnee duning Covid-19:
The Case of an [nformal Neighborhood in Dhaka City

Rasheda Rawnak Khan'

Abstract

The paper eaplotes the concept of “Social Distancing”
i its phosical usage during the Covid-19 pencdernic.
By providme cthnomaphic duls,  the siudy showes how
cunceling  large walberings. closing schoals and  offices,
quarantiping individuals and even sequeslening enlice ©iligs
o nedghborhoods were ssswmed 1o be the best ways to slow
the spread of the corpnavines. Howover, heallh mcssures
promoted by the World Health Organisatioo {8 L00)Y crsated
culfural problems m South Asia including Bangladesh duc
o cultural features of collectivity usuinsl Woeslern holoeicsl
assumptions. In addilion, the paper shows how these haalth
nueasures were considered as a cnude wnd coslly pubkic heahth
stratepy, The paper argnes lhal reslricting shared spaces in
tum lorced Canalees or indveiduals o lose ehildeare, emolional
and social support. Tt alse puts forth ihe argument that social
distancing medsores were insullicient o protece older, sick,
homeless and 1solared peopls who may have been The most
wnluerable to the vins. Whal they needed was extra care and
allenbion, sociat networks and relacions as survival sratemics
b the city,

Kevwaords: Infiwmal loighborhoods, Urbus Loveliboods, informal
Bulationships, Social Sepsorks, Surdval Soategies

1ntroduetion

It has been over len years since Jalil has moved into Dhaka city. He had w
oo back o his village during intermittent lockdown snd other livelihood
constraims sinee 2020 March, Atter a vear and a half, he has relomed wath hos
farmily 1o slay in the neighhorhond of Korail, and dunimy this tme he had w
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borrew money from his home village io survive, First, he (ned to cope with the
Covid-19 disruptions with his rickshaw in Thaka and wich the contribution of
his wifee as g domestic worker (huc) who was working in an elite neighborhood,
Banuni. They thought they would be able to make ends meet like this throngh
the Covid-19 pandamic. Along with his deshi folks, he wanled fo generate
some mansy 5o that with s fwo kads could ear.

When spread of the vitus was bevond contrel and the government called for
a country wide Tockdoan, the panderaie sipnulled 1ife threatening messages
ta poarer households in Thhaka city. Sobor was g logal leader who had come
torward to help the Keorail residents in dire need dering lackdown, He himself
azzisted with the supply of tood, sanitizers and other medical suppore, mcluding
conducting funarals for the deceased. Taking food from the adjacent aMuent
teighborhocds, Sobur reached cut door w0 deor. Many charity orzanisations
came to help the Korail dwellers via Sobur as wall. Alongside Sobwr, there
were other Korail local leaders who also utilised their social and policical
nelwurks to gnom benelis from both formid wind mlommal ergunisations for the
comtmumity people. As acesult, Koral dwellers wore imated o reeetve benefits
that included cash, oil. rice and lentila.

Ag the number of Covid- 19 cases peaked in Aprl 2000, « 1e1a] ol o hundred
Fzuschalds m Korall were brought under a octwork of help from adiacent
weighborhouds, bany people from ousade the arca and the resdenis of Korail
thurmselves vame fotwand (o help cach athor desprie the caulion given Lo
rantam soeia) distancs, As g ke custon in Bangladesh, the poople wore not
Larniliar with the distance mamienance that was advocated by the World Heallh
Clreamzatiom CWHOL Moreover, 0 was difficolt for this huge populaion.
most of whom woere dependonl on an inlommal ceonomy, o comply with
the Tockdown and stay homne. hMany o themn bad 10 procure [ood from their
datly mneome. City dwellers from diTerent neighbarhosds come o Koral to
assist. The wealthy neighboring howseholds aave cice, ml, Qour i ther pogter
nzighbors at Keorail. 1o was an impressive display of charity: conapicuous dotng
sumsthing for the enes who were in dine need. generating cultural merit as well
s soetal oblyzaone,

From this brief vignetie of the nature of assistance that took place dunng
the pandemic in Ferail, it would seem that this is only passible for poorer
peerle when they are m need of help dunng a ensis, The help provided by
the kind-hearied people both within and owtside of the Korad neighborhood
wys notigeable. The help had manitested in the euise of financial suppard.
disinbution of Nood amd roedication thar showed an imipormant dimenswon of
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the liveliheods of some of the most vulnerable peeple who lost coroployment
during lackdown. i times ot this crisiz, such assistancs brought them closa ta
each other despite the suggestion o muintain social distsnce as part of health
measuraes, For houscholds whe worked Tor the wealthy novahbors as domoesae
workers, night guards, or drevers, such assistance and care was common
sighi. We can thus see how such intormal relations were a significant form ol
insurance for the Korail dwelters against total destitution when Covid-19 hal
Dhaka city.

Amongst WHO's suggestions, mardaining social distance was said to be
tho ardv Way o SSCape virlls contaminaiion. But secial relationships and the
networks that people got invalved in, often described as “informal protective
techaniams’ {Sabates-Wheeler & Waite, 2003, p. 173, or “informal safely
nets” (Rabeer, 2002, p. 51 wore oot vncomnrogn m [Yhaka gicy. Yot generalized
discussioms oF soeal distance durng te pandemie did nod ealk rouch of social
solidarity that might have provided an informative framewnork forconsideration
ol social responsibilicy in sacicty, Indezed, debates centred around social
distanee bave so far largely Twled (o engage with the culmral dimenszion of
help and support hat zocs bevond medical selutions 1o e pandermc. Help
and supporl belween Koraill and wealthier neighborbeads baghliehies not only
“the cultural wid moral dupensions of help™ (Aboped, 2025, but alsa the forms
of elassical anthropelogical palren-clienielsm m which informal celationships
and networks took place,

In what tollows. [ shall diseuss not anly how relations, linkages snd nelworks
play a pivotal role in receiving help and support trom wealthy agighborhoods
in Korail, but also the social and political meanings of such assistance during
the pandemic. By providing ethnographic cxumples, Twill show that vanous
kinds of help dunnyg sbict leckdown wod [ear of corona vivas, are coetad in
spoctic tdealogy, As owe see, againsd WHO s prescription t© secial dismance
measures, informal relativnships between patron- chient and indicate that sacial
solidarity comes at an oblizalion; in welum for the help of neher patroms, the
Eorail dwellers have o long stamding guast kinship which iz rarely fourad in
other contexls explicily, I s Uus that T would wem —"pervasive ideology,”
it culiral appeal and obligations whicl were coutrary o WO s assumption
of social distance: and which has a positive correlation between patron and
clicil (Ahened & Rabman, 2021; Gardoer & Ahmed, 20063, 1 will now discuss
selectad schobarship that has discussed informal social relations bevond
institutional arrangements of providing services.
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‘Theoreiacal THscussion

‘I'ms section provides a basic overview of the literature that explains e
miormal dimension of help and support ai times of crisis, Some scholars
present the poor as apilhete and vulnerable, whereas some scholars show the
power relations belween the poor and elite citizens (Lowis, 19013 Acrass Latin
America, increased [ear of crime, widespraad resideniial gating, death squads,
and popular vigilanlis mark the retum of the “dungerous classes” (Renfrew,
2003, pp. 2022030, In this context, Rentrew argucs that ihe whban slite have
mobilized the cuhure of poverty and marginalily myihs, which fiest wers
popularized in the 19605 as a means of governance by placing responsibitity tor
the “pathologios” of poverty on a ermunalizcd arban poor (Rentrew, 2013, p.
203} For example, inthe 19605 and 19705, urban poor were widely porirayed as
liwey, dependent, bypersexual. and potentially criminal members ola fsecthing,
frustrated mass” Mosl of the time, their neighborhoods are chavacierized as a
parasitic ““social cancor”™ taking the form of “flthy discase-ndden shantytowns”
{Perlman, 1976, pp. 1-20). Therstore, ideologreal und political debates starred
over the churacier of the whan poor, who were represenied as lazy, criminal,
apathetic, and “permanently redundant™ (Harvey, 2004

On the ather hand, soms theories analyze how the ideolomes of urban ¢lite,
power holders, bursauerals, urban plannzrs and decision makers help them justity
their attitades towurds the whan poor. Childe’s, who comed the term urban
revelution,” discussion on the political economy of eities is relevant here. Childe
deseribed the process by which agnculiural villages or societies developed inlo
socially, eeonomically, and polincally complex urban societies {1950, pp. 1-100
He argued that naturally pricsts, ¢ivil and military leaders and offivials absorbed
a major share of the concenvrated surpluy and thus fommed a “ruling class™(E950,
pp. 12-13%0 which meant the rest of the population was ruled by tns “ruling
cluzs’, This “ruding cluss’ [ormed stmetured hegemoenic matitutions through
the dominant discourse, planning, policies and tactics (Comarolf & Comarott,
1994 Toucault, 1991; Gransci, 1971 Sharma & Gupla, 2006},

Forexample, Pickey (2005, p. 10011 shows how political discourse and poverty
poficies not only help the whan dominant group to construcl the shronic poot
in Uganda, bul alse 1o justity their action from a gher fevel of the state. This
ray form a useful strafegy Mot the dominant class whereby the Ralings of the
poor are exaggerated Lo justify their continued domunanee over poorer groups
{Gupta, 2001, pp. 92-93), Scholars of pelitical snttropology (Tourdien, 1977
Caleman, 1983, Putman, 19931 have amalyecd how different socio-polirical
networks and organizations facilitaie the ability of the uthan paor to gain power,
decision-making, and policies that assist them to achieye melusion.
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In the contexl of the Covid-19% situalion. Greenaway et al, (20200 huve
stressed on maintaining social solidurity rather than social distancing and
have appealed for emphasising social connections than ¢ver, ‘Lhis means that
people need o be connected with their links in familics, comumunities and
wider socrcly Jduring a pandemic. They further argue that people in pandemic
situations were o1 a distance, because poople were strongly insirucled to stay at
leasl 1.3 meters away [rom others where possible, Evervwhore rostaurants,
gyms, schools, offices and many gatherings were resiricted. On the ComiTary,
Giresnaway and others {20200 wthinl that the label wsaed to describe these
measurss- “sociad distancing”™- 15 a miznomer. Thew have finther argued that
puople must be physically distant, but i1 iz alse crucial to mainam, or even
increase social contact with oufiers during this upprecedented time. Inspircd
by thiz argument, this articls aiso caplores how Korail peopic increased theijr
nterpersonal, sovial and pelitical relations and nevworks during the pandemic
1o gain inchuien m the ciny,

Many rescarches have shown that in a2 pandemie, people need support and
social contact, Bunuteseu-Bogdan and Ahad (2021) found that a wide mnge
of volenteering, mutual aid, and other grassrants forms of solidanty omersed
during the pandemie; however they were worried about the change which
can make the switch from emergeney responss 10 longer-tenn engagemnent,
It 15 scientifically claimed thac secial distancing measures sought to limit the
spread of Covid-19 by reducing physical contact between people. And there is
evidence these moeasures work, But social science rosvatch also shows being
tselated can bave negative effeets on a person’s wental heakh {RIGT, 20210,
Specifically. periods of quarsoline have heen shown to increase negative
cmotions Tike anxiety, confusion and anger.

Lang helore, sociologisl bmile Durkheir (1933) coined the lerm “organic
solidarny™. which is social integration thar arises within individuals out
of the necd Tor ¢ach other’s survices. In a socicty characterized by oreanic
salidarity. as Durkheim argued, society relies Tess on imposing uniform rules
on everyene and more on regulating the relations hetween different groups and
persons, often through the greater usc of contacts and laws, These laws are nol
randutory but pose as norms - a fonm of costomarny bws,

Durkheim’s perspeetive resonates with the erisis of Covid- 19 in the context of
Bangladesh. Yol while Durkhein was correct in stating that the common values
and heliets constitute “colleetive conscience” that works internally in fudividual
members Lo vause them ko couperate, he did nautall about how specific cultural
1deology enables local penple 10 take life threst w support. It is not diMeudt 1o
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cluracterise the maturs of help that ook place by oven elite neighborhuwads in
Kuorail in terms ol the financial. physical and social costs they invelved.

Ir an arlicle on the importance of social solidarly during pandemivs in
American society, socioloaist Klinenborg argues that we need social solidarty
rather than social distancing to survive (Klinenberg, 2020 He argues that
iy during kind of disaster o pandemic, people have to rely on resourees like
social soblidurily that marks interdependinee hetween mdividuals and weross
proups. He furthier argues that “this is an essential too] for camnbaiing mfectious
diseases and other collective throws. Solidunity motivates us 10 promote
public health, not just e can personal securily” (ihid. p. 23, Drawing from
I linenbera. 1 will show how social solidarity n Bangladesh spcicty compelled
us to kneck on our neighbars door during the pandemic.

1 the first seetion, [ have discussed the context of Kerail and 115 Tocation to
wealthier neiyhborhoeds in arder provide a clear pctare of the relationsp
between them. In the sceond sectiun, T discuss the mechanism of help both
within and berween neiuhborhoods, The ¢hird secion examines the nature al
commnection between pighhorhoods in the confext of the Covid-19 panduame.
In conclusion, | have argued (hat help and support are important aspects of
Banuladesh that are embedded in social. cultural and moral idealogy.

Korail and its Neighborboods

1 oruil is lacated in Thhaka s vity center amd is the largest informal veighbarhoud
i1 Dhaka. hoth in Lerms of avcs (Mhacres ar 3,920,539 sq T and population, with
mare Lan 175000 inhabitants (Khan, 20223 This noghborhood 1z adjacent to
e Culshan-T2anani Lake; it can by accessed by multiple roads and by water.
The three well-known adjacent ¢hile neighborhonds of Gulshan, Bunam, and
Mohakhali have much atfluent residentish housing with sophisticated glass
houses of corpurate offices. restauranis and embussics. Pecple say that Lhe
price tor land in these residential areas is the highest in the city, Adjacent
ser these aMiuant arcas. Korails lecation 15 very desiruble tor commercial
purposcy. Because of its appealing posilion. imMporlant property aendrs huve
created new lard arcas by duraping gatbage in the lake and have necasionally
invaded portions of the neighborhood. Let me nuw explatn the ethnosraphy
of social relations (hat T was able o draw Trom she field research sire. Le. the
Korail neighborhood,

Siruated only a [ow kilomelies trom Mohakhuli. with its close proximity (o
a1 clite residensial srea Culshan Lake, resplendent shoppuig malls, [ast food
oullers and multi- stevied buildings, Korzil 1s & “hastee” par wrcellene.
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Alangside the affluent residential hubs, Korail 15 filled wilh the number of
thatchad tin shed houses of migrants, These may be up to three stories high and
wre nvariably surrounded by high brick walls, Many have satellite dishes and
alinest all owwn TWa, midzeys wnd smart phones.

¥est ofthe people livieg n Koriil sre tenants. However, there 15 an abundance
of property ownsrs as well. Residence at a place like this ahways entails a sk
of eviction. There are throee chstine, neighborhoods refarred o when someons
nlers the name “Korail . They includs: it) The neighborhood eneompassing
the slurn,” (1) The T&T (Telephone and lelegraph Saffs Colony)
neighborhood. and (it} The Gulshan-Mohakhali- Bavani nsighborhood,
There are intangible byl real walls separating these three neighborhonds.
Alhowgh there e a clear demarcation between the T&T colony and the
Koraill neighborheod, since inany of the T&T staff have put up rooms for rent
i the adjoining “pastew, ™ they are prolective of the Korail seuleinenls [or
their own mlerests. For instance, when e Korail dwellers put up a human
barticade i demonstration against Korail decimation in 2012, the T&T s1atT
had givin them a boost from hehind the seenes, which contribured in making
the denwonstration successtul. Lot me explain turther details in the discussion
Biclow,

Korail dwellers are neighbors to T&T govermmenl colony dwellers. They
ollen experience a tonse relationship in periadic condlicts over territor
Elhnographic data shows thal both Korail dwellers ind F&1 colony residents
are laden with conllict and compertition. Accounts of jealousy among
neighbors, of the dominanee of TET cotony dwellors over Korail dwellers
and quarrels between both dwellers provide some of the most commaon
examples. But sense of unity comes to them when there s 4 percelved threat
of eviction from tha ¢ily authority. This is Pprovincial morality” in the words
ol Abu-Lughod {1997,

During severcly adverse situations caused by the Covid-19 pandemic such
wi Jockdown and uncroplovment, T found that (he relationship bebween
Korail and T&T colony dwellers did not detach mentaily. [ observed tha
the strongest sense of “community”™ did exist in the case of the defending
neighborhood. when Komal dwellers faced problems o responding to the
lockdown, From this standpenl, both Korail and T&T colony dwellers
perceived the concept of “commumily,” which is embeddad in the socio-
cultural context of Bangladesh.

Accordfing e Siraj, “The relanionships among residents in this neighborhoad
have lwo sides. Most of the residents are busy with their own livelihoods,
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jobs or businesses. So, an upside to this iz thal no one is posy aboul what
anyone else is doinyg ur where anyvone 15 going, or what someons 1= buving, etc.
Pur the downside includes reciprocal relations in the form of chientelismm,
Siraj’s words were strong when be told me thal their richer patrons 1z the
neighborhieod came forward o help during the pandemic. This 15 contrary
to *lacking’ in the urban ciiy life hypothesis where the reciprocal persenal
acquaintance of the inhabiteris was prevalent 1o mediate the nsky vins
siuaiion in Bangladesh socicty in general and Thaka eity in parnicular.

Although by listening to Siraj it way seem thal 1&T colony residents are
ohlivious to the Korail dwellers necessities, in roality, that is not so because
many of the T&T colony stall own around ten o twelve houses al Korail from
which they collect 1 heliy rent. Therelore. they remain vigibun about what
happaens in Korail,

Durning the pandemic, it was evident that when Korail dwellers tace any
Crisis like eviction or the threat of Covid-19. the sense of communal cohesion
becomos very apparcnd. In other criscs as well, such cohesion comes forrth
such as when Korail carches fire {and it spreads like wild- fire), the dwellers
do not wait tor the Members of Parhiament, Minister, or local Commussionst’s
asaistance. Thev all unite to help their fellow friends and neighbors.

Intormal Mechanisms ol Sapport Sylem

During Covid-19 in 2020 and 2021, Korail dwellers had Lo move to their
many home villages due 1o astrict lackdown. Since there were no emplovient
epportunitics, the residents had to take shelter at their ancestral homes. 1 wils
dificult ot the tenants Lo =urvive in fhe city, because on the one hand there
was o work due to the lockdowr, and on the other hand there was ineregsing
pressure 1o pay rent. However, some respondents reportad that in the Orst fwe
months of the lockdown, many house owners wiived fenants” rents though it
depended on the interpersonal relationship between howse owners il lenants.

There are many home district-hased committzes: Bansal distriet, Cumilia
districl, Faridpur districi. Neakhail district, and so forth. These orgamisations
help 19 make their roots fimmer. “In perilous or wroublesome nes, we seel
help from thase who had migraled from the same disuict us ourselves.”
savs Husib. "Semetimes we read in the newspaper thart residents 1o atiluent
netuliborhoads don't know each other even though they Live  the same
apartment building.” Mapy respondents have Lold me thal the human relwions
in Korail are not as tragile. He further narrates, “wi were nol us scared abuul
the corena virs as the rich people. Bewause we don’t have time w be seureal,
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it we don’t work one day we don’t have tood at home. Despite this, our
rezidents help each other to provide whatever we had.”™ Kamal, a Tong, time
chautteur of an aristocrat, says,

Over the decade Uyve worked a3y g dover, 1 oseldom see relatives
coming gver ey cmaployer s howse, They herally have no res with
their mtive villuge, Mot even their next door neighbors come and
visil; 1 doubt they even know each other, There is no cordiality or
wxehinge o goed- will wmong neighbors, The elites are devoid of any
vompassion Tor poor people,

Shefali talks aboul ber experienes 4t the hospital in Banani, whers most elite

olass sock reatment. She wold,

Draring the pandemic, | lall pity st the helplessness ol the paldents.
Their relativers did not come 1o visit their relatives, Onohe other band,
when a residenl of mune was mfiocted by the corons virus, all of us
mmedialely sathered 1o offer help. At the hospital, | saw no such
communadl cooperation or compassion. (nce, a patient cried o me
when [ went to0 his bedside and =said that his son and son's sl did
not come w visio in the two days subsequent whis adomission, Soms

their children’s Taees one las, Dme, Comparing ourselves, the Korail
dwellera, with the upper elass, | would say we ane better oit.

Then she iHusiried her poinl with the example of her daughter, *Tois with thiz
cammmunal ¢Torl [or which 've been able to many my daughter oft™

Te understand this turther, we neod do apprehond the ideologies of care and
help in Kerail. Tlelping their own relative during the pandemic was not
unusual for the Koraill dwellers. When they wore Toreed 10 go back o their
home villages, ancestral home and relatives were thom only hope, They last
therr livelihoods dus to a country wide shut down, Geting shelter [rom home
rolatives was directly related to local ideclogics of relatedness and oblivation.
which wre common to Bangladesh. At the most general level the dute of care
wr the poor wis normal, whatever the form. This kind of charity indicates
the degrees of comnecladness fo each other One’s relationship to the home
village 18 therelore eontral secial capital in mediating risk when livelihnods
are threatened. T thig at Wiood (2002 has tenned “perverse social capital,”
a system of complex, overlapping obligniions and reciprocity, which is a key
social resoures Tor the poor To explain this in more detail, let us tun o the
dynamics of relatedness dunng imermilient lockdown,
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Connecledness and Patronage: From Adjacent Neighborhoeods to Korail
Lnhabitants

I'he majority of the inhabitamts of Koraid come from ditferent distriets, They
worls [ur a particular household. restaurant, oroffice in neighboring Banuani amd
Giubshan for many years, and 1t 15 important that relationships of rust develop.
Mesides working as drivers or domestic workers, they muy alse have major
respensibilitics 0 managing property and other managerial responszibilities
like shopping and so on. Female domesiic workers work permanantly within
same houscholds, doing domesis Tabeur, o0, o some cases, taking carc of kidy
as baky sicters.

The relulionship betwesn workers amd llwar employers contains  many
slements of clicntelism. During a family cosis. the employers might also mve
themt loans, ur other forms of financial suppert. None of these exchanges are
tormatiscd in a contract. In the following, we can see how Korall dwellers
develop patron-clicnt relations with their employers during Cevid- 18 crisis
and 1huoy are subyject to variable levils ol social pratection,

During Covid-19. many wealthior [amilies came trom  Gulshan-Banan
neighborhoods w help them aul They came with everyday noeessinies such
is Tign, vegetables, oll, sugarn, yroceries, and medicine, Halirma wld o dhat
sinee che was confined to her house, chariny was around her, She staned thar
“Lwn women from Banam neighborhood came with o cur and offered some
bags containing full of woceries.” Kalam also gained soms benefies from the
clite neighborhood, From NGO=, Korail residents reecived masks, gloves,
hand wash, sanitizers, cle. Fow N had established sone permanent and
tempaorary hasins hosides the road tor washing hands with liquid scaps.

Folitical nelworks plaved an important rele dunng that unmisual time. The local
leadors wore active to gain benclits for theie clients from the o1ty corporations
or other formal welors such as Dhaka Mettopolilan Palice {DMP). Owing
o inereased cormunity suppoert for local leaders. residents could bargain
g0 safigruard their communiry’s inleresis. These locat leaders ralked with
pumeraus WG0s, local government officials, and clecied oficials on waysy to
address Korail's eritical situation during and postihe Covid-19 situation. Helal,
an influcnitial local leader, wld me that due to political and coonormic aciivities,
Korail community leaders and general people had citablished themselves us
active citizens by providing infarmal services in elite neighbarheods and
polilical networks through the voting bank. They had alse expunded their
socio-political networls with NGOs and civil society. Because many Karail
inhabitants had been in the ity for a long tme aml were comected o 3 variety
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of soete-ceonomie wd political networks, they used these networks dunng the
pandaic 1o aam benelitg.

The man or womam who migrates from rural areas o Dhaka, might be alons
in thiz city. Fur after setling down in the fonen, hefshe ries 10 Gnd a job or
tusiness. Tor a job. an indesvidual needs e have a eelatonship with others, or
nebaorks, On the other hand, to stace a small scale business, one needs oo have
goonciic capital. Sometimes one might have some money to start but most af
the s people o to NGOs o borrow money. My ethnoeraphic data shows
thar peopls also borrow money Fom other sources based on their informal
relatiomships. For example, Rahima geis 30,000 Taka ($373) zafoat {Muslim
tithe which the rich are obligated o pay the poor before FEid) rnoney #rom
the huese where she used w work as @ homss maid belore the pandemic. Like
Rahima marny respondents mlommed that they received a good amount of
money during the crisis. Therelore, we may deduce thal the subaltem build
friendty relations with the elits masters while warking For thum, which helps
the subultern in their crizis.

Frism the ybove clhnostaphic diseussion, i1z obvious that during the pandemic,
many cmplovers and elite peopte came trom different neighborhoods (o help
the people 1o intormal neighborhoods. Sametimes they provided grocenies and
olher products for evervday life, Many respondencs alzo informed that some
cmployers whoe had cilher parlours or other businesses came forward as many
wirls wsed towork in their instintions trom Korail. Respondents coparicd thal
namy restdents whoe used to work for giant industries or organizations: hey
called thoer vanerys snd reguested them to help Korail,

Conclusion

In this paper, T have not aely exannmed how Imkages and networks play &
pivotal rele i reeciving belp amd supperl [Tom wealthy nerghborhoods i
Karail, but also the sociad and polites] meanimgs of sueh assistunce during the
pandemic. By providing chuoegraphic exwmples, | have shown that varioes
kindz of help during steict lockdown and Tear ol the corona virus are rooted m
spectiic 1deology. Az against WITO s proseniphion B seeil distanes measure,
informal relationship indicates that social solidarity comes al an obligalion;
i relumm Tor the help of richer patrons, the Rerail dwellers have had a lony
standing quasi kinslnp which were rarely found in other contexts explicit.
Social relatiems and networks beiweon Koral and wealthier neighborhonds
highlizht not only social, cultural and moral dimensiens of help, but alsa the
Loreny of putronage in which informal relationships ook place,
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Such understanding ol social solidarity or supporl at ey of erisis depend not
anly oo how universal physical distanes was constructed in WHO s discourses
Tt also upon the hiseory, culture wnd ideology of the *victims” As Lhe pandemic
oot worse day by day, the commumily people and adjacent nch houscholds,
for example, came torward, Cornnunity help has been considered as a risky
diseision o he infected, The extent to which the matore of risky help” operated
within and between comununities is an interesling rescarch quastion, which |
huve cpirically addressed in this paper.

End MNate

The paper is based oo my PhD rescarch work conducted in Korub | was vimally
cormeeted with my respondents in Korail when Covid-1% bil The main aim ol my
thesis is how people in poer neighborhoods can wse their social, seonemic and peliical
wetworks and organizalions to achicve grealer lnclusion in the eity. Sinue Lwas writing
wy thesis during Covid-1%, T kept in wuch with the respondents oo a case-ly-case
basis for crosscheek of oy oboined data and recorded the pandemie time experiones:
from thern. This arsicle is based on Lhose experieaces und data. In addition tomy Phi
research, many of the imsights on which this paper is bused on my post PhD wveryday
expericnee on issues of livelihowl snd impact of post Covid-13.

References
Abu-Lughed, 1, (1997 The Specificity ot the Chicago Ghetuwe Comment on
Wacquants *Thres pernicions premises”. faiermadional fouenal of Urba aned

Feaiona! Research, 21020 pp. 357-202.

Ahmed, 7. (20210 “What we fear s nol the lockdewn™  Dhaka Tribune, Thidka
Retrieved [tom bitps:archivechakatribune comiopmioniop-ed /202 10456/
op-od-whal-we-lear-ia-not dic-lockdawn

Ahrmed, Z.0% Rahonan 11 (202100 Cent-f & Diaeey. Sanghed und SARB. Dhaka,

Bunulescu-Boadan, ™. & Ahad, A, {20210, Solidarity o 1sclatien? Social cohesion
at & time of plysical dislunce. Research Report, Migration Policy Institute.
Relrisved frons: fipsramanw migrationpolicy argrescarchiselidarity-
[solation-zocial-cobesion

BRAL Institate ol Governance and Development (20210 "Slaw ol Governance in
Bangladesh 2020-2021: Goveming Covid-1% in Ranuledesh - Realizies and
Teflections w Build Foreard Better” State of Governance Report Sores,
Diaka: 79 BRAC Institule of Governance and Treveloprment and BRAC
Lniversity & Accountability Rosearch Canter. Reweved from: hillps:higd.
hracu.ac hd.-'puhlu:arjon'~_'..-"-;Tzilc-ul‘-g{wErn;mcu—in-bangladu::«'h-i[}ilt‘l-?.lf#l l-



Trilors Relaionshins ax Tesiience ns

managring-the-Covid-1 3-pandemic:

Bourdiow, T {09771 “Spewbolic Power™ fo eniity and Struchuee: fosuer In dhe
Seedolagy of Bducanion, edited by Denis Gleeson. 112-11% Dollicld, VK:
Mallerlon Books.

Childe, ¥, T19a00 The Urbor Bevolution. The Towen Plunning Reviaw 2101 3-17.

Coleman, I {23330 Social Capural o the Cresnon of Human Capial, American
Jowrral af Sociology 94 (1), pp. 95120,

Comawafl, I, & Jean C. (19900, S Focien: and the Political fmagination in Africe.
Critien! Perspectives. Chicapo: Universily of Chicago Press.

Duackheimn. E. 149330, Fhe dviaion of Loebens G Soedete, Now Yook, The Froeo Pross.

Fouveaale, 8. (1991 Governmenrality, In [he Foucaell Llecl: Swdics in
Govenmmentality, edited by Grabam Durchelll Colin Gordon, und Peler
Miller, #7-104. Chicago: University of Chicapo Press.

Gardner, k. d Ahmed, 7020040, Degress of Separation: Social prolection, relaredness
aod 1migration in Bigwanath, Bangladesh. JSowenal of Developmens Snadies.
Fal 4300 pp. 124-149. Rontledge, Lendon,

Gramses, A (19713 Sedecrions fiom the Prison Narebools, New York: Internationu
Fublishers,

Greengway, KL, ALK Saed, & T Cruwys, 20205 Why are we calling 11 *soca
dislancimyg™ Right now, we need social conneciions moere than ever. The
Copversalion {24 Mareh). Retrieved from: hrpa:fheconvemsaion, comalye-
are-we-calling-it-social - distancing-rizhr-now-we-need - socal-connee oy
more-than-gver-1 34 2449,

Giuple, [ {20001, Fvaryday Resistunee or Rourne Repression” Exaggeration as
Slratamem i Agrartan Conllictl. Jowrnal of Peasait Snedise 29 (1, pp, 80—
10,

Harwew, L {20000, Glohalization in quastion Slobafizaion wnd Social Changs, 7.
1456,

Hickey, 5. {Z0H5). The Polivy of Staving Poor: Fxploring the Politival Space ol Poverty
Eatusion in Uganids, Hardd Development 338N pp. 995-100%,

Rabesr, NO20020 Bulsty Nets and Cppomunity Ladders: Addressing Yulnerabiling
and Enhancing Productivine in Sooth Asia, Workiog Paper 139 Oversous
Nevelopome [ostitue



104 Pizeacor s docis Suience Vol 1o, Tuly 2031, Soezial L

khan, B B (20225 Damination, Bargaining, or Contol Ceeer Thewe Lives: Thelusion
of the Urhan Poar in THuka, Bangladesh, PhoD. disserlalion, Departmeant of
Anlhropology, Washinglon D.C, American Lniversity.

Klinenhers, Lo {20200, Be Xeed Svcial Sofidaring Nos Just Distqueing. NowYork
Times. 14 April, 2020,
Tewis, (1 (19663, The Cullur: of Povesty. Scientific dmericwe 21504), pp. 19-25,

Perhmen, J. (1976). Tie Adveh of Morginalins Urben Doverte and Poiifics of Ria de
Joneira. Berkeley, University ol California Tross.

Butnam. B, (19931 Muking Democracy Work: Uhie Traditions o Aorcdern
feafv Prisiceton, NI Princclon Cniversity Pross.

Kenfrew, Th (20131 “We Are Now Marginals': The Cublaral Pelitics of Liead Posoning
in Wontevides, Uniguay. Laga Amerfran Perspecibves, 401, pp. 202-217,
Sabates-Wheeler, B, & Waite, M. (2003). Migration and Seviel Protection: 4 Comcepi

Paper Working Paper T2, Vhe Developmuent Research Centre on Migration,
(ilobalization and Poverly, Lniversity of Sussea,

Shamma, A and Gupta, A (2008} The Anthropoluge of Srae. Oufurd: Blackwell
Publishing Ld.



