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Media in the Time of Covid-19 Outbreaks in 2020 and 2021:
A Comparative Analvsis o News Coverage on Stigma and
Discrimination
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The urlicle providas a sequential account of the newspaper
crvarage that looks ul how twa Bangladeshi nattonal duilics
reportad stignta and discriminalion rwelated ineidenrs whan 1he
pandemic upsirzed: and alse presems a congraralive analysis
of the news coverage. Inonder to examine the key isaucs
ehid fooiscs, news tems which mostly contain the elements
dlluched 1o soainl stipgma and diseriminacon ware taken.
To additien, the paticms of coversge are scbstantiaed with
the tindings of themalic conlenl unulysis of the stories that
appeared in the online versions of the two nswspapers in the
sclected periods. The news eovorage reveals varving pallem
ol stgmatizalion in the first owbresk in 2020 that reflectz
henw the community treated the farcign retamess and puopice
suspested of huving Covid-19 infection. The nowspapers also
reportad the issaes conceming denial of burial 10 these who
dled ol Uuvid 190 and violation of health vighls 3t different
levels, Butin the second owbresk in 2021, gews siorics did
nwi reporl clements of stigmatizulion uy the Tey focus. [ also
appears thul Lhe neaspapars’ focus an Covid 19 shifrad over
e, and coverage ol cuch pariod was idendificd with new
Bsgues and proritics.
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Introdoction

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a powerful influence over media coverape
acrass the globe since the hiest infections were reported in December 2019,
Compared to the coveruge of the previous health crises. pows coverage in
Bangladeshi news media was different for the coronavirus panderme. Again,
news coverage of the modents related o the outbrosk of the pandemic in
2021 looked differcnt [rom what it was for the oubreak in 20200 Tn the “first
wave which lasted lfor abour a vear (March 2020-February 202 1), the overall
Covid-19 rolared media coveraze was “challenaed by the evolving publbc
health dssucs, crisizs management sirelcgics of the governmment, and polifical
ceonamy of the couniry s medie secten™ (Reza, 2021, p161). In thiy period.
1s-ues relatzd to discnminaion and social stigma constituied considerable part
ol T s covarage.

Ax Buangladesh experienced w surae of Coronavires cascs o 2024,
stimalization, harassment relatcd neidents assoctated with Covid-19 emerged
in differemt arcas of the country, The cases were somewhal associated with
imposmyg lalse identity on individual and groups who were either infected o
Covid-19 wnspects. Zamean and Rahman’s stady {20247 explores how fear and
stizma associated with the Coronavims outbresk in Bangladesh developed
and spread over diffurent phases {lanuary  carly May 2020) i the [irst wave
of the pandemic, Supma and discrimivation related stories thil R (20210
identified during Apeil — May 2020 melude different elemuonts of harassment
and denial of mght. Coronavirus infection rate was on e gise again in April
321, which cvenmatly hit hard in the end of June and contimed throughaur
July 2021, In this peried, news headlines were dommnated by the broader
issues of economic and Hvelihood challenges, deteriorating conditions of the
lower and middle-ineumne peaple, and misory of the newly emoersed wrban
paur®. Newspapers also published key storics on the challenges and success
of “lockdown” and 1he issues reluted 10 securing covid vaeeines o reach the
national goul of mass vaccinatien.

Tn this article, | have presented s comparative analysis of the news coverage of
the Covid-19 pandemic in twao national dailies  Prothorn Alo and The Mealy
Siar, bho stories were taken from the two selocted perinds of the ouibreaks in
2030 and 2021, Tar an analyvsts o the key izzues and Dewses in the coverages,
[ ok the news items that primarily containg elements allached to stigma and
discrimination. Tn addition, this was substantiated with cootent analysis ol the
stories that appaared during the seleeted period in the online versions of the
lwo newspapers. [n a later scetion of the articls, key focuses and issues of the
coverage are disenssed compararively.
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Stigmatization, Discrimination and Spread of Fear

Cioffman terms sticma “Bodily sims desgned to expose something unusual
and had about the moral stalus of the stgnifier™ (1963, p.1). and the bearer ol
the =ign is avolded, cspecially in public places. He also noles stizma:

As an atribure that is deeply diserediling. but it should be seen that a
languase of relationships, not atiibutes, w5 really necded. An attribute
that sligmatizes one Tvpe of possessor can confinn the wsualness of
another, and therefore s neither creditable nor diserediluble as a (hing
i lsell (1963, p. 30

Croffman’s theory suggests that =ligma 1akes place when individuals are
identificd as deviant and with a “spailed identity™. On ansther vicw, Tink and
Thelam (20017 [inds power w be a key slement of stigma. They think:

Stimmallzalion 13 cutircls contingent on access to sovlal, coomomie,
and palitical power that allows to the identification of differences,
the comstruction of slereorypes, the separation of labeled persons into
distinet categories and the full execution of disspproval, rejection,
exdlusiom, and diserimination (2001, p. 3677,

Theretore, discriminations are bolh direoly o asdirectly related o the
clements of stigma, and a1 the swne dme, asseciated with race, ethnicity. class,
mender vehgrom ar behels Disenmiination cag occur in sociocultural comtaxt.
aned gven inonierpersonal levels. Aceording o Major ef al (2018, p. 107
“disgriminanan at all levels may conmibute to the development of nemative
shomas through eulmral comminications, institutional policies amd practces.
and interpersonal interactions.” As diseriminatory conducr enforees soroe ki
of disadvantagee 1o the persons at whom it is directed, disenimimation consists
of:

Actions, pragtices, of policies that are—in sollle appropriale scise
based op the {pereovad) social aroup to which those discriminated
sgainst belong and that the relevant groaps must be socially salient in
that they structure inleraciion i opaclant sacial contexts | Lippert-
Rasmussen, 20060, p 16%, and Holmwyd, 2008, p. 384 as cited in the
Stanford encvelopedia of Philosophy (2020, para. 43

Spreaid of Fear and 3Hopg

“Rapid azsessment of fear and stipgnis associaled wath Covid-19 pandemic in
Bangladesh”, conducted by Zuman and Rahman (2020) sugaests that fzar and
stigma associated with the first cotonuvirus auwtbreak in Tangladesh in 2024
spread over six phases (Junuary  catly May. 20200 They were: 1) phase of
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lilse sepse of wWenidy (January Febroare, 20200 23 emergence of f=ar and
formal stigmatization {carly —1nd Mich, 20200 1) community saining informal
“Stigma Power™ (2™ week of March, 2020 onwardsi: 1Y incensification af Tear
(39 week o March, 2020%; 51 multiplicily of fear (3 week of March — 2™ week
el April, 202407 and 6] period of panic. suspicion and heighiened shgmalization
P 2m week of April — 1% week of May, 2020,

Zarnan and Rabman™ sdy is analysed on the hasis of Bawnan’s Theary of Fear
(20045 and Goftman’s Theory of Stiema § 19631 According to Zypmunt Bawman
[ 20y, there are three twpes of fear — primary fear, derivative fear, and liquid
tear, while CGotfman’s theory sugzgests that stigma takes place in a siteation when
individuals are identified with a “spoiled dentite™ {1963 ). As found by Zaman
and Rahman {20247, *First phase” stuted with misperceptions about the disease
and Talse sense of safety among the commuonity people. In “sixth phase”. stigma
related incidinly along with panie and suspicion wer sirengthencd, In his stuidy,
R (2021), observes that such sugmteoed wdenticy assoctilad wigh Cowvil-1%
“rwecurred when communitics or sorme peaple i the socicty oo informal power
o declare seme others or groups (foreign remrnzes, tor instance] unacecopable
or unwantsd”.

Newspaper Coverage of Sizma and Nliserimination
Stigmea and Discriminaiion Related ncidane Mapping

The Covid- 1% incident mapping carried out by the Centre for Genocide Studies
(C0SY, a repositary that recovds the news of Covid-1% related incidents, such as
verbal abuseSsucial sgma. fedr, protest and violence found avotal of 245 incidents
concerning verbal abusessocial seizgma that appeaced in the Bangladeshi local and
rilional dailies durng 1 Murch 2020 22 Febrwary 20217, of which 217 cases
wre reparted during | March — 27 Tune 20200 Accarding wthe OGS inlogmaphies
for 1 March 2020 — 22 Teheuary 2021 social stigima related incidents incladed
incidents of ignorance of medical professionals (A cases); denial to burial (63
casesy, forced eviction {12 cases); abandonment (47 ) harassment originsted from
sncial stigma {13 cases); social stigma relared to medical professionals (199; and
2 cuses of suelde (Bangladesh Pesce Obsorvaiory, CGS, 20240

Ay recprded by CGR, newspapers almost stopped  reporting stigma and
discrimination related incidents in late Auvgust 20200 1t finds that except for
one story published on 29 Nevember 2020 {reported how s woman was bamed
fram abtaining her husband™s dead body for burial), no story celated fo stigima
or disenminanon appeared in Bangladsshi newspapers dunng Auvgust 2020 -
February 2021, T should also be noted that the CGS reposttory had nol published
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any Intographics o verhal abusestigma since 22 Feb 20210 However, as
Covid-19 cases surgad again and the situation was thought to be reaching a peak,
i July 2021 newspapers bagan to report issues related to right to heslth, medical
Treszlrment ey,

Cevereisre of St and Diserimisation Relfated Tncidenis
B ) bel

In the first Cowvid-19 outhreal, the nember of stiama and discrimination celated
sturies in the Bangladeshi new spapers bagan to rise in May 2020, The news items
Wi T sommewhil conoecied 1o imnposing [lse wenity on mdividuals and groups,
as well as sngmanigang the aher”, the Covid-19 miceled or the covid suspect”
{Reca, 20200 In the comtext of the first outbreak, bused on the newys coveraprs
in natomal dabieis. Rews puts ehe sbome and disomminabion related 1vsues
into a number of broader categories, namely labeling and sterentyping, social
harassment and denial of hurial, foreed evietion, ahandanment, and (gnorancs
and denial of rights {Reza, 2021, pp.166-E67) In the tollowing section, | have
summarized his findings:

Feople perecived Cowid-1% as " Rereign virus” over the carly months of the
emthrcak in 20200 Covid 1%-related nows had a cse ;o number as the first
Careid-19 pases in Bangladesh were conlimmed in carly BMarch 20200 Two of the
threr inteeted persons were retutnees [rom Naly, oo afer the retunt of the
sxpalates from the Buropean countnics neluding Naly® the communiry shificd
s anention frorm the ™ freign virus Lo che Terelan retamess who bad just retumed
fraree the Covid-1% epieenires. They were labeted as mpoter” of cotomavinus
Mraree s Tomeign couniry (Roga, 2021, pp 1 70-17 100 Newyspupers reportad mstanees
of haragsment of Cinad-19 mileeled people, They leo repontcd how Covid-19
mfested peeple, and health prifessional who provided the eovd patienws with
treatment taced social harassment (Rera, 2021, pp [ 72-1730.

In addeion 1o the above 1ssuss, Bangladeshi newspapers focused on the incidents
ol foreed evicion, such as Covid- 19 patients insolation were compell=d to leavs
their howses, while others were denied entiy to thair residences (Rera, 202 1:1730
Mews coveragre included storics of abandonment in fear of Coronavims. An
meident olabandonment of persons with Covid- 19 symptoms by Tamily or closed
owtes wias covered with an emphasis on human rieht {Reza, 2021, pp. 174-1750.

Methods of Siudying the Coverape

The sludy ol the eoverage of sigams amd diserimimaiion associalad with
Covd-12 1 the Bangladesh newspupers 15 based on thematic sonent anal ysis
ol the news mohe onling vorsions of the two national dailies — Praothom Ale
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and The Draily Star The period of coverage that [ have looked inte is divided
into two parts — first outbreak in 2020 and second outbresk mm 20210, For the
firsl cnubreak, T smdiad the news that appeared between | Mareh 2020 and 3]
Jume 2020, as Rangladesh’s first Covid-19 vases wore identified in early March
200, and the lockdown restrictiony were gradually eased in June 2020, For
comlent aralysis of stigma and discnmination colated stories, the news items
published in the two newspapers during 14 April — 15 May 2020 were looked
i, With regard to the second aulthbreak, T smudied the news that appeared in
the two dailies duine 1 March — 30 Tane 2021 For thematic content analysis
of stigma and disenemination related stories in this period, | ook the news
published in both the newspapers during 1-30 June 2021

Key Features of News Reporting in 2020 & 2021

In reporting the realines of the pandemic on the pround, The Daily Star and the
Prothom Aldo focused on the issues related to ellccliveness of the interventions,
and preparulions of the authorities o face any surge in the Covid- 19 cases.
Nangladeshi TV channels had begun to teport the Covid-19 simation in
Drecember 2019 as the early cases were deleoted in Wuhan City, China, Fhe
global siluation, particularky the cases in the USA_ Ttaly and UK had dominated
ihe newspaper headlines unril the first cases were reported in the couniry in
March 220,

Fey Focws in News Uoverage of the Quibreaks

Koy forus-areas in news coverage in the first wave {(March 2020 - February
2021y af the pandemic were: Covid-i9 crmsis management. trade and
comumerce; courdination of emergency operations; aceess to Covid-19-
related information; [ear, stigma and diserimumation; chalimges o new health
regulations associated with Covid-19; nght of the medical protessional; righl
of the Ciovid-19 infected: covid treatmwent and sccuring Covid-19 vaceines.
Compared with the coverage in 2020, coverage of the second wave {March -
September 20213 has been characterized by new focus and issuc m reporting,
as well as shafting wgendas as the situation deteriorates. Nows coverage ot the
incidenls that ok place between March-June 202 15 different from the same
period in the first surge of the pandemic in 1he previous vear. In the foliowing
table (Table 1 T have presented a comparative piclure of the key areas un news
coverage of the two comuma outbreaks:
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lakle 1: Conpurativie Plelore of ine Koy Focuses, and Ouistanding [ssues in Covid-19

Corveraae (March-Tooe 2020 & Maccl -Tone 20215

ey arvas 1 news coverage of fne
Covid-19 cuthreak o 2020

[y sress i newis coverage of the
Convid-1% oulbresk in 2021

‘Freparation for the imminent crsis’
pundemic management

"Beonnmy, teade & business planning

!
“Elealth services and coordinalion of
CIMEIUERCY operations

*Access o Covid-19 information vs
management of pandemic rtormation

*Lear, sligima. discrimination and
husman sufferiog

*Challenges te eaeculing new health
regulalions associared with Covid-19

* Bights ol Lhe medrcal professionals:
and health rigiils ol people, and the
Covid-19 infected in parlivular

“Progross in Covid 19 treatment and

hnding vaccines

*Creodd praclives incuding voluntary
SCTVICES

S Preparalion [or Covid-19 treatiment
Lacilities

Matienal coenomy and growth, trade

anc commerze

*Heath servive coordingtion. and up-
grading Covid 1% teealenen] facilities

*adaneuing Lhae New and disclosuce of
Covid- 19 information Leg., ealmerl,
financing u:l PIOCLEE vacoines)

“Caranavirus silualion al the periphery
(orlside of the capital, divisional cilics,
et

*Chailenges w implemienting lockd gwn’
and new haarh regulalions

i *Access i health faciiities, critical und

Ciovid 1% treatment, sullerings of the
preovle at socal snd comimunity level

| Recrring and administering Covic-1%

vaccines, vaccine polilics, vaccine
Lneer laloly

*Managerwnt of the (pandemic) wrisis
and dependency un Sureaucracy

;
'Examinations, dlosure snd reopening

o ed ez lional nstituzions, parlicularly
schiools

Thematie Contenl Analvsis of Stories in the Prothom Ale

The number ol news items related e stigma and diserimination wssociated with
Covid-14 that appeared in the Prochom Alo i the two poriods of coronavimns
surges {1 Al =15 Muy 2020 & 130 June 20217 are presented in two figores

{Figare] & 23 Fallewing the broader culogories identified by Rowa (20317 which
are associated willl stigma and diserimiraton (20210, 1 conenl aulysed and
srouped the stories bearing the issnes of sigma and discrimination ay diseruce and
labelling: denial ol healll right, farced eviction. dental of baurial; and abandonment.
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Leheling Lreizbal of Fueith  Forosd Eviesion
Righr

Deninl of Burdal  Ahandonmeni

Figure |- Stizma and Discrimimation Related Stones in Prothom Ale hetween
14 Apelland 15 May 2020

Content Related io Disgrace and Labelling

Covidl-10 infected people. people with covid-like sympioms were mistreated by
the community. Content analysis of the stories suggests that some people who
had retumned Lo the community become yictim of disgrace and labelling. The
news stories published in the Prothom Alo reported how the foreign returnees
were hurassed by the local people for the alleged spread of coronavirus (*Red
Fag’. 2020). As part of the govemnmental activity to tmplement quarantine.
offieers marked the houses of the home-quarantined foreigm returnees with red
colour. Mobile ¢ourt Magistrate posted *Home Quarantine” sticker and hoisted
reg fiag which also ¢aused embarrassment to the Tossign returnees. The highest
number of incidents {31 news items published during 14 April - 15 May 2020
covered by the daily was connecied Lo mistreatment and disgrace of people
(see Figure 1). In the second outbreak. except for storics related to denial of
health rights and abandonment, there wis no teporting of incidents related 1o
Jabelling and disgrace during 1-30 June 2021(see Figure 2).

Conteni Related to Denial of Burial

In the first outbresk, some incidents were associated with denial of bural
happened to people wheo died of Covid-19 or withsimilar symptoms, Sometimes
deaths caused by other reasons were also suspecied as death from C ovid-19,
Cases were reported where the law enflovcers faced social resistance from the
local people as they were preparing to bury the dead bodies. The Prothom Alo
reported how the community took charge and interfered with the bunal of the
Cuvid-19 dead (*Death of 2 youngz man’, *Death of an old’. 2020). 'hie daily
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published 20 news temy during 14 April -15 May 2020 (see Figure 1), but did
not publish any story during 1-30 June 2021 (see Figure 23,

Cornfent Releted 1o Evictan

A stary “Man demied home access, staving in hospital isolation™ reports an
eviction meident of 4 man who got hospitalized with fever in late April 2020 in
Rajshahi division, In a similar story, “Old man barred from entering house on
coruna suspieivn died in schoal premise™ the daily tells how un old man was
denicd entry 1o his own house by the locals as they suspected him of Covid-
[2-mfected when he remrned to hus village in the northern part of Bangladesh
from a city near Dhaka with fever and cold (Prothom Alo, 2020). Another
story in the Prothom Ale, “Landlord ousts a covid patient in isolation™ reports
an mcident of eviction i Narayvangonj, a riverport city next t Dhaks where
# Covid-19 patient was forcefully driven out his honse in the middle of night
(Prothom Alo, 2020). There were 20 news items related to forced eviction
published m the daily during |4 Apnl - 15 May (see Figure 1). while the
number of news items on the same category was nil during 1-30 June 2021
{see: Fioure 23,

I:I L T 1 " D———
Lileling Depial of Health - Foreed Exviciion  Deninl of Burdal Abaodonment
Right

Figure 2: Stigma and Diserimination Related Stories in Prothom Alo i June 2021

Cuntent Related to Abundonment

In'an incident, a wornan with Covid-19-like symptom was left alone in g Torest
by the members of her family, The story n the Prothom Alo wrote the sad
incident of the wom:an who was ahandoned in a reserve forest sometime in
the midnight by her sons and daughters, Later she was reseucd by the local
administration and wag sent to hospital (*Mother with™, 2020). Although
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lowest in aumber compared 1o other cateporics, thers were 11 news stoncs
related to abandonment in [car of corena infection published dunng the penod
P4 Aprif =15 Mayv 2020 (see ligure ) In this category, there wis a very sharp
desling in number in 2077 oabresak. There was only 1 new em pablished
during 1-30 June 2021 (sec Tigure 23 with its headline “T.onely Afsar rescued
and finally placed 1n haspial™ (Prothom Alo, 23 June 2021

Contennt Related ro Denial of Righe o fleaith

In rebation w peoples’ hoallth nizht during the first ouwtbresk the Prothom
Aln reported extensively on the i3sues of limiation in testing tacility, and
high costs of Covid-19 weatment, tor exumple. The daily alse reported on
the outstanding issues related to right of health workers, 1t pubhished news
on harassment and threats of cviction received by docters and medical
profussionals t Asaduzzmman, 2020). A story reported cases from the divisional
fowh of Mymensingh where property-owners allegedly  pressurizod  the
doctors who were working ar ditferent hospitals of the city to leave ther
propertics. The landlords thought that their wenants might be at risk of bany
contracted through the dogtors wha attended the Covid-19 infected (Landlord
pressucise”, |7 Aprile 202400

Loy the scoomd oabreak, as there was a surge oy eases, slones focused on the
fssues, such as shortage of oxyaen supply, luck of ICU facilities and hespilal
bids. shortage of duty doctors, closure of dedicansd corona units, and difficullacs
in secwring admission w hospitals. The daily covered 20 incidents related 1o
denial af right to heallh Tor bath the public and medical protessionals that wok
place during 14 April  +5 May 2020 {see. Figure 1) Unlike other calogorios,
thore was a rise in number of =tories 1o this category during 1-30 hune 2021,
In this period. the daily reperied 36 incidents associaled with breach of healih
rights {see. Fiauee 23

Thematic Content Analysis of Stocies in the Daily Star

The Daily $tar had an overall focus on luman right in the ouibrowks in 2020 and
2021, Nature of it3 coverare resunages the spirdt of he public statement issued
by Amnoaty Internaional (AT The Al stalomunt says, “Bangladesh must
put human rights at the centre of its Covid-19 yespanse strafegies™ TAmNesty
inernational Public staement, issued on My 140 20200% The nuuher of
storics related to stioma and diserimination in'he Daily Star published in the
toeey periods of Coronavirus surges {14 April-13 May 2020 & 1-30 Fune 2021)
is presented 1n Figure 3 amd 4
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Frgpre 3 Stugma and Thsarimination Related Stories m the Datly Star between
13 April and |5 May 2020

Canteni Related to Disgrace and Labelfing

In early 20200, (he DRaily Star focosed on the conditions of the forsign remmees
who were reporfed to have been harassed by the local people. As already
mentioned. the refurnees became target of stigmatization, #s the community
falzelv held the returnees responsible for spreading corcnavirus, While the
datly had a prnonty of [oousing more o the issues related to denial of bural
and health might, only 4 news 1lems related to disgrace, harassment were
published during 14 April -15 May 2020 {see, Figure 3). And no modent was
reported by the daily on this aspect during 1-30 June 2021 (see, Figure 4),

Cinitenis Related o Desial of Burial and Eviction

Like the Prothom Ale. in the first outbreak, The Daily 5tar published stories
assoeiated with demal of bunal w people who died of Covid-19 or with sinmlar
syriploans. The Enghsh daily also reported the incidents ol the community's
disapproval 1w bunmal of the Covid-19 dead. Howeser, the daily published 3
storics durtag 14 Apnl -15 May 2020 (see Figure 3), and did not peblish any
news during 1-30 Jung 2021 (see Figure 4). With regard to contents on Torced
eviction. The Daily Star had anly 3 stories published during 14 Aprif -15 May
2020, and during [-30 June 221t had no news on eviction {see Figure 3 & 4
respectively).
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Labeling  Tiemund of Heslth Foreedd Exacoon Trenisl of Huyriai Abandomment
Riulit
Figure 4: Stigma and [Jserimination Relazed Stories in the Daily S
i Jane 2621

Cantent Related too A baivdonmeni

In the firscouthreate, The Draly Star did not foeus much on the meidents related
o abandonment although 1t showed mierest m human mght wsuey assoeated
with the Covid-1% pandenue. However, a story "Woman with coronavirus like
symproms abandoned at DMCH™ tells how a woman, named Monowara with
Covid-192 infection-like symptoms was left alone by her son at the premise
of Dhaka Medical College Hospital (The Daily Star, 2020). In another story,
“Ie was just Abandoned on u Char™ (The Daily Star. 2020) gives emotional
account of an elderly person with Covid-19 symptoms who was shandoned 1n
i Tivir char, pechaps by his family members. In the second outbreak, no such
ingident was reporicd.

Clontent Redarted (o Deinial af Righn i Hedalth

Throughout the first outbreak in 2020, and from Mareh to August 2021 in the
second outbreak, The Daily Star reported Trom health rights perspoetive” A
report. “Patients with Covid-19 syimptoms: Investigale dental of treatment at
hospitale™ (Staff Correspondent, 2020) refer to a public statement announced
by Ammnesty International (AT) which expressed concerms as hospitals were not
admatiing people with Covid-19 symptoms. In the sscond ontbreak. the daily
focused on the issues, like high cost of Covid-19 treatment at pnivale hospitals,
uneertanty over seeond dose of vaccine, shortage of hospital beds, lack of
preparation as cases spiked, long wail outside hospitals. and lack of dedicated
spaces in some hospitals. Earlier. in the firstoutbeeak, it also focusad on medical
workers” safoty and security, shomage of personal prolective equipment (FPE),
poor quality meidical equipment, absence of proper work environment, and
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stigrma amd discrimination faced by health workers. The daly stan published
25 items on rights related issues associated with Covid-19 during 14 Apnl-13
Yay 2020, which rose to 33 during 1-30 June 2021 as 1he cases sunged in the
second wave,

Comparative Analysis of the Coverages

In the early stage of the outbreak in 2020, news stories reporeed thal some
communities ook power w sigmatize the [orcign terurnees and labelled them
ds “mmporler of 4 forcigm vitus™, However, in the first four months (March -
June) of the second outbreak in 2021 there was hardly any news items in the
dailica on sligma, diserirninaton, harasstoent and vight relared ineidents. As
alrcady mentioned, GOS8 swopped publishing Covid-19 Infopraphics on verbal
abuse/stigmma since the week beginning on 23 February 2021, According to the
COS repositery, most of the nalronal and locsl dalics had not pubhshed stigma
anid disenmination relaled swones sines the week beginning on 28 Awgust
20020, Thas study 100 does w lind any such slory during Maech — June 2021, T
shomdd henwever mention that as number of new Cevnd- 19 cases and deaths had
hegun o increase guite sharmly tn earby Juby 2021, newspapers again turned to
the incidents of dizerimination, health right, and access o Covid- I treatment.

Despiie ¢ numnber oF sotmnen 1ssucs reporied o both the aslbreaks, newspaper
headlines in the sccond outbreak o 2021 wers dominated by the issues
thigl woere diiTerend from dhe key weendas i ehe Bt outbreak am 20200 In
the second outbresk, browder issucs thal doruined the news headlines
mcluded ceonomic and Hvelibood challenges W the people belongng 1o tha
lower-middle income groups, rise m new urban poverty. wid wasery ol the
pour seollon af the population. Tn addinon, stgries abot the success and
challenges w Sloskderan’, issues related 1o mass vaccination, and Bangladesh
aovernment’s attempt e secure Covid-[9 vaccines from overseas sources
commanded newspaper headlines almost throughout the second wave. As in
contrast with the coverages in 20200, both the daities had ditferent emphasis o
the carly phase of second cuthreak, this necessitared us to reflect upon whether
the patterns of early stigmatization =till had an impact an the media coverage
of Covid-19 pandemic.

MNeows stories relawed 1o dizenminanon aod harassenent as coverad by the dailics
i L 202 1 owbreak, among adher emerzing 1ssucs, fecused on the chaltenges
to vaccinate the migrant workers, and uncertainly over confirming air ticket
and flight tor their rehun. The stories report how the migrant workers taced
the risk of losing their jobs. This time, the news coverage particularly focused
an scareity of hospital facilities at the neriphery, and suffarings of the ordinan
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peaple as they were failing to manage proper Covid-19 treatment, Both the
newspapers alse reported on cricial issues. like the shorrage of oxyoen supply,
lack of ICT! hads and medical facilites relwed fo covad reatmend.

Stigma related incidents reemerged in the Bangladeshn nows miedia m July 2021,
Bul the stories did not comtain any similur clements of stigmatization which
appearcd in the early months of the outbreak m 2020, As *Dela variant’ was
diteried in India in March 2021, people who retwaed from India through the land
horders herween West Bengall Indiy wnd Bangladesh were under the newspuper
spaclight. Mews stories reporled (the incidents of some refurnees escuping {rom
hospital isolation, and alse how they wers captured and sent back 1o hospaualy by
the prompt action of tha police and with the help of the communiy.

Conclusien

Mewspaper coverage ol e pandamic was vital tor the newspaper readins 10
realize the issuss relaled 1o sigmatization and discrimination assoctatcd with
Covid-19. The two dailies hwl some comman emphasis in the news coverage
ofthe pandemic. At the sum Ume, ceverage of cach outbreak can be identiticd
with distingt agendas and prioriies. In contrast with the focus on stgmy and
dizerimination related ineldens in e Arst outbreaks i 2020, bath e Prochen
Alo and The Daily Star picked up new issues in their coverags of (the seeond
outhreal in 2021

In the early penod o the “fivst wave™ of the pandemic m 2020, mest of the
newspapers wore mehined 1o providing popular infonmation about the nuiure
af the virus, This pattern of reporiing shifted with the changes in Covid-1%
situaticn i the county in March 20200 In wems of the storles of sigma and
discrimination thal the Baneladeshi newspapers focused an during the surze

i coronavirus cascs in 202 had a shift m the scoeond wave i 20210 As
the “seeond wave of the pandemic was predicted 1 carly March 2021, news

coveruge boecante heavier again wilh stomes ayseciaied with the Covid- 19
attwation, but the patterms o news ceverage looked different.

In the first ourhreak in 2020, aspects of labeling, harassment, discriminalion.
and deniul afhealth right dominated the newspaper hewdlines. The Prathenm Ala
particularly reported the issoes connected to stigmatization and diserivninalion.
while The Daily Slar reported the pandemie related wmsucs (tom health righis
perspective. In the second onthreak in 2021, by and ke, bath the dailies
focused on the wspocts of coonomy, ade and commerce; state ol and access
to healtly service: intormation disclosire; challenges o tlockdinen’; securing
and admimstering Covid-149 vaveine ewe. Bar neilther of the newspapers
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consistently reparted mcidents of stigmatization and disctmination towards
setting agendas for the Covid-19 pandamic.

Motes

“ Although there are debutes over the perind ol the “first wave® as wall as the bagin-
ning of the ‘second wave” of the Covid- 19 pandemic, my mterview with Prolessor
T Abdul Hamid at the Institute o Haalth Economics, University ol Dhaka suggests
that Murch 2020-February 20217 and March 202 1611 dare can be considered as *lirsd®
and “seeond’ wave respectively. [ shoudd alsn mention that hoth the parods include
high and low phases. For exsmple, in the st outhreak, the number of cases begun
1o incruise in the nuddle of Apil 2020 bat the sitmation mmproved in late June 2020,
fnleerion rate was helow 3% during September — Movember 2020, but apain increazed
in Davember 20620

fIn a nationwide survey covering 5,377 househuolds, conducted by Buuth Agian Nei-
work on Foonoatic Muodeling LSAhL.\f]) (inds that the Covid-19 pandemic pushed 43%
of the population below the poverty line. More bformation can be found ar blips:sd
wwathedaily star netfronmpage/new s pandemic- pushes-42 pe-poverty-203 2689

“Shubiduz Zaman presenled the finding ol their rapid asscssment inoa live webinar
on | May 2020, crganised by Bangladesh Hueath Watch (BLIW), which can be [oumd
al - httpsiwsew [avchonk. comy Bangladesh-Tlealth-Walch- RHW-1 00403 77063604 77
videos 31434 TAR Q01 7155/

* Detuils of the Bangladesh Peace Obscervarony {BPORCentre for Genoeide Snidies
(0GEY Covid- 19 infographics can be (ound at Littp praccobservatone - gs.orgdn?
peace-Righlighis-infoarasiew s

" Banuladzshis fomm one of the lacgest immigeant populations in Lulv. As of 208,
thers were meore than 100,000 Rangladeshis living in Iraly (Wikipedia),

"The AT sraretnent also points oul “The shortage ol necessary medical BE[LLIpITEnT T
net enly mrade the fontline health workers® job difficuft, 11 in facr puts them at th;_
greatast risk of heing exposed w Covid-1 97 [ Amnesty Tnternations] Public soatemen,
ingued oo May |4, 0200,

T Lorder the Taternativual Covenaat vn Feoaomic, Soeial and Culiural Righis (1L
SCRL to which Banpladesh is 4 state party, has an oblization o muarantee b right
i bealth which includes “the prevention, treatment and contral of epidemic, andem-
ie, necupational and other discases™ Complete lext of the covenant can be (uund at
Itpei = www, ohiche ongiendprofessionalinterest/ sages'c ser.asp
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