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Abstract

The objective of the paper is to find out the health consequences of street girls in
Dhaka city relating 1o sexual harassment. Street girls” life is risky and unsafe
because of living in an open place, slum, udyan cte. They have no protection from
offenses. In feminist methodological concern, women’s issues are being analyzcd
decply to find out facts, causes, and recommendation regarding the problem. This
paper focused on labeling theory and complexity theory Lo reflect the concern of
child abuse, child harassments cte connected to health or other conscquences off
socicty. The findings of the paper show that street girl child is victimized of sexual
harassments by political persons, street boys, and streel men, drug-addicts, some
Police and Ansar members, among others. They sutfer from unwanted pregnancy,
and various sexually iransmitted diseases such as gonorrhea, syphilis and se on,
and considered as a risk group of HIV/AIDS victims. These sexual harassments
and health consequences make them a vulnerable group in the society. This paper
focuses on some strategies (o remove these problems affecting the street girls and
emphasizes on their protection from these offenses.

Key words: Experience, Health Conscquences, Labeling, Sexual Harassments,
Street Girls

Introduction

Bangladcsh is over-populated in terms of its area. Many people here live in open places
streets, udyans, ficlds, slum areas and riverside or on embankments efc as they have no
permanent residence.

Every year, many people come to Dhaka city from all around the country to find livelihood
and betfer lifc. Many of them are forced to live in strcets. According to ICCDRB (2009},
“People migrate to the street mainly because of economic poverty and the street population
in Dhaka city is known to face extortion, erralic unemployment, and exposure to violence
and sexual harassments.” Lack of money or income to rent a house is one of the main
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rcasons for women (o live in the strect. The street women are subject to unwanted physical
contact, unwanted scxual advance, rude gesture, rape etc. (ICCDRB, 2009). Now, Dhaka is
considered as one of the riskiest cities for the strect people. The unwanted pregnancy or
carly pregnancy is common among the street womnen. At present, it is very difficult to find
out the real number of strect children in Bangladesh. In 2005, UNICEF in collaboration wilth
Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) gave an cstimatation of above
6,70,000 street children in Bangladesh, 36 percent of which living in Dhaka (Estimation of
the Size of Street Children and their Projection for Major Urban Areas of Bangladesh, 2005).
Among them, the street girl children are the most marginalized and exploited group. They
have no power to make decision about their body. In Dhaka city, street girl children are
seen in many open places such as udyans, sircets, railway stations, riversides, terminals,
slums, university areas etc. Their life is hard as well as unsafc having no strong protection
from sexual abuse, drugs, crimes, prostitution etc. Sexual harassment is a common
phenomenon affecting street girl child in Dhaka city. This creates a burden to their life,
especially on their health. The purpose of the paper is to find out the causes of scxual
harassment of street girl children and raise mass awareness that sexual harassment against
street girls is illegal and a severc crime against society. This paper is significant [or the
health of street girl children as a special issue in human rights. The rescarch on scxual
harassment of strect girl children also focuses on its impact on their health which is esscntial
for the progress of Bangladesh through ensuring their safety. This research is divided into
two phases. In the first phase, the experience and perception of street girl children and the
causes of sexual harassment have been described. The second phase focuses on the health
conscquences of sexual harassments on the street girl children. This paper may help with
developing a plan or policy to address the health-related problems of street girls in Dhaka
city as well as in Bangladcsh.

Review of Relevant Eiteratures

The situation of street girls is an important factor in understanding the conccption of the
overall child rights scenario of Bangladesh. And it is particularly important to address the
issue of sexual harassment of strect girl children to get the real picture of the society. But
not many works have been done in this respect. Most of the work involved the street women
only. However, some of those works have provided useful insights while doing this research.
Nasir, M & Fakhrul, H, S. (2007), in their article, “An Analysis of Problems Faced by the
Street Children at Lahore”, focused on vulncrabilities of street children in terms of
harassment, residence problem, physical torture, embarrassing behavior and sexual abuse.
They showed most of the victims were living in open places such as a shrine, parks,
graveyard and waiting rooms at bus-stops except few who lived in rented room. Most of
those children living in the strect usuatly face various kinds of unwelcome situation, which
pose a great tisk for relatively grown up girl children. For cconomic reasons or family
pressure they are forced to take part in activities that expose them to rape, and other forms
of assaults ctc. And the incidents of their physical or psychological abuscs have been
increasing cvery year in Lahore.
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Asha, P. and Sandeep, K. (2012}, in their article, “The Problem of Child Sexual Abusc in
India” defines “Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) as a type of physical or psychological violation
of a child with sexual objective, usually by a person who is in a position of trust or power
in relation to the child”. They focused on different kinds of child abuse such as physical,
sexual and cmotional as well as negligence to female child. The article suggests street
children experience more physical and psychological trauma than others, given the
amplified demand for younger child prostitutes, sex tourism etc, cxposing them more to
HIV/AIDS or other sexually transmitted diseases.

Kevin, L. (2003) in his article, “Child sexual abuse in sub-Saharan Africa”, reasoned rapid
social change, AIDS/HLV avoidance strategies and the patriarchal nature of society for most
sexual abuses ol children in Africa. In many of these cases, family members, relatives,
neighbors and other known person arc involved. These incidents are more in the areas of
high prevalence of HIV/AIDS.

In the Shona of Zimbabwe, Armstrong, A. (1998) investigated 36 cases of child scxual abuse
for his report “Consent and compensation: The sexual abuse of girls in Zimbabwe,” in which
he pointed at the family’s role behind most occurrences of rape or other forms of scxual
abuse as families force most victims not to speak out fearing social stigma. UNHCR and
Save the Children-UK (2002) in Guinea, Liberia and Sicrra Leone published a report which
says parentlcss children are more prone to sexual abuses in those settings. Also many men
believe that having sex with a virgin would immune man from disease like AIDS,

Methodology

This research uses feminist methodology using both quantitative and qualitative data. it is
based on the expcrience and perception of street girl children. Quantitative research is
important to know the total amount of street pcople and what the ratio between boys and
girls arc and how much street girl cxpericnec specific problems. Qualitative research is
important to get hold of the accounts of street girl children about sexual harassment. A
formal questionnaire survey has been conducted for the understanding of the issue. Most of
the respondent of this research are street girl children and usually, they have no formal
education. This paper also included case studics to cxemplify the issue. The study has been
conducted from August 2015- July 2016. A number of 20 respondents were interviewed.
The interviews were conducted with an open-ended semi-structured questionnaire and
checklist. This paper looks at both primary and secondary sources of data. Primary data
have been collected from the selected population with purposive sampling. Books, Journals,
Published and unpublished research reports, record or other document, websites through
internet browsing have been used as secondary data sources, The study was conducted in
Shurawardy Udyan area and Dhaka University arca. This arcas were selecied for two
reasons- firstly, the availability of strect girl children and secondly, easy accessibility.
Suhrawardy Udyan and Dhaka University are located under Shahbag police station in
Dhaka. For ethical bindings, the research was carried out with utmost scnsibility,
maintaining privacy of respondents involved. So, rcal names of the respondent were not
mentioned.
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Objectives

The main objective of this paper is to explore the health consequences sexual harassment
on the of street girl children in Dhaka, Other objectives include:

- To analyze the reason behind girl children living in the streets

- To identify sexual harassments of them

- To identify the perpetrators

- To identify health consequences

- To make recommendations to eliminate the problems,

Theoretical Tools
The rescarch studies health consequence of sexual harassments of street girl children.

Labeling theory has emphasized on the removing of the stigma through getting help with
family and community for protecting all children with public welfare activities. In favor of
a broader humane conception of childhood, it should abandon the value laden cataloguc of
“The battered child syndrome”, “Child abuse” and “Child negligence”. For it should
increase the sensitivity, timelines of medical scrvices and practicing social work, Tt focused
on increasing public awarcness against the occurrenee of child harassment and domestic
violence. [t also emphasis on the conventional wisdom relating to child abuse in minority
groups, [ocusing involvement of individual and social activities in the time of oceurrence.

Complexity theory has focused on the potential to understand new understanding about
child abuse, child protection and child welfare being able to effective response in dealing
with a range of human service practitioner concerns. Complexity theory offers uscful
concepts with which to analyze and understand complex adaptive systems. Byrne (1998)
provides a definition of a complex adaptive system as being’ the domain between linearly
determined order and indeterminate chaos’( 1998:1) commenting on how this rcsonated
with him as a social scicntist interested in complex grouping that from society.

Operational Definitions

Street Girl Children: According to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights
(1994), “Street children are any girl or boy whom the strect has become his or her habitual
adobe and/or source of livelihood and who is adequately protected, supervised or directed
by responsible adults. They are either child on the street of children of the street”

Sexual Harassment: The United Natiens General Recommendation 19 to “the Convention
on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)” defines
sexual harassment as, “Such unwelcome sexually determined behavior as physical contact
and advances, scxually colored remarks, showing pornography and sexual demands,
whether by words or actions. Such conduct can be humiliating and may constitute a health
and safety problem; it is discriminatory when the woman has reasonable ground to believe
that her objection would disadvantage her in connection with her employment, including
recruitment or promotion, or when it ¢reates a hostile working environment.”
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Findings of the Papcr
The respondents who were interviewed were randomly selected.

Living Standard of Street Girls: Street families usc girl children in activities like begging,
drug peddling, sex work, day labor ctc to make an carning for their living. Almost all
respondents living in Suhrawardy Udyan and Dhaka University area acknowledge such
involvements of girl children.

Educational Status: Poverty bar them from education. Most of them have no formal
education. We saw some voluntary organizations like Brikkho Maya, Sishu Odhikar
Secchasebi Songgathon ete giving them informal education. Now, many of the respondents
know how to rcad and write.

Strect Girls and the Studied Area: The survey was conducted in Dhaka University and
Suhrawardy Uddan areas, The selected area for conducting research where usually strect girl
children live were Shikha Chirontoni, Ansar camp arca, Kali Mondir area, Chobir hat,
Shaheed Minar, and TSC. There were other places too but lime limitation was a major factor
for selecting these areas. We estimated at least 250 street children live in these places.
Among them, 50% are girl children (Seurce: from Respondents, 2015). 20 street girl
children were interviewed while conducting the research.

Sexual Harassments: Street girl children are addressed with abusive languages. The
respondents said they suffered scxual harassments in the forms ol unwanted physical
contact, touching, lcering, a rude gesture, slap, bad tone, pushing foreibly for bodily contact
ctc while walking in the street, public places and especially at night or in the dark places.

Case Study 1

Banu {13), near Ansar camp of Suhrawardy Uddan, narrated about the sexual harassments, “Police,
street boys and political leaders are problematic for the street girl children. They ofien harass
street girl child in the name of cleaving the footpaths and public places free for common people.
Police and political leaders have forced them for illegal contact with them. One day a policeman
came to me at night and asked me for sex, but 1 didn't agree. As a result, he threatened and beat
me. We have to tolerate theses illegal offers, rude gesture, beating etc. It hurms very much the body
and mind.”

Most of the respondents (aged 8-15) said they experienced such incidents,

Case study 2

Nazma (11), besides Chobir hat al Suhrawardy Uddan, explaincd how the sexual harassments are
perpetrated.  She explained, “Very ofien we are harassed by the police, political person. streel boys,
drug-addicts, and rickshaw pullers and sometimes, by some students. They usually disturb us. Most of ‘them
demand sex but don’t pay properly. One day, I was skeeping; a political leader cume and told me to sleep
with him. 1 didn't agree, he beat me and forced me to do sex. I had to sufferer from fever and pain in the
whole body for five days.”
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Many of the respondents alleged that men living in the streets such as rickshaw pullers,
businessmen, politicals, police, Ansar and some floating people sexually harass them.
Somectimes they force them to sexually engage with them. As a result, they get physically
and psychologically traumatised.

Sexual Harassments and Health consequences: The study found hcalth consequences
like headache and pain in different parts of the body particularly in sexual organs from
forced scxual activities. Sometimes they fall completely ill that they can’t move, Sometimes
they got sloeplessness that hampers their usual lifc. Also they get skin diseases from the
LAk other person’s body. Eating disorders (weight loss or gain), etc are some of the

-quenices that the girl children suffer from too. STDs like gonorrhea, syphilis, unwanted
pregnancy, stomach problem, malnutrition are the most prevalent consequences..
Sometimes, these girl children get injured being assaulted by men. Lack of proper treatment
lingers these sufferings.

Case study 3

Nasima (14}, living beside T.8.C (University of Dhaka), shared the expericnces of her own life, she
narrates, “/ have suffered from pain in my body for few days, A leader came to me for sex but |
didn’t agree. He beat me seriously. I bled. Icouldn't sleep at night and had ¢ headache, and pain in
sexual ovgans. I conld not go {o doctor as [ don 't have monep.”

Street girl children’s recommendations for removing the health problems: Many
respondents urged for government interventions to deal with the sexual harassments and
health impacts they suffer.

Case study 4

Runa (12), lives at Shaheed Minarsaid poverty and insccurity causes their vulnerability. Many
powerful people forced us to involve activities we are wunwilling to do. We have no security and

fistures.

Citing poverty as the main reason behind their situation respondents called for opportunitics
for their parents, education for themsclves. They also emphasised on shelters and sanitary
facilitics and above all free treatment 1o overcome the sufferings.

Analysis of the findings

Sexual harassment is a common phenomenon alfecting street girl children’s health and life.
The patriarchal and gendered socicty is not sensitized by their vulnerabilities.. Ensuring
right of the children is crucial for the socio-economic development of the country. Street
girls are labeled with various stigma. From the labeling theoretical perspective, street
children are subjcet (o negligence and abusc. In this patriarchal society, malc members
dominate over [emales. Even people of the marginal community try to sexually harass the
street girls. Usually, they have no independence or right to voice their rights or protest sexual
violence against them. This research found various forms of their deprivation such as



80 Perspeclives in Social Sciences

paverty, sccurities, lack of education ctc responsible for their situation. Street girl children
not only suffer sexual harassments but also various kinds of physical assaults and torture by
men, Unwanted pregnancy, cating disorder, malnutrition, back pain, headache, organic pain,
etc epidemic and skin diseascs; bleeding, gonorrhea, syphilis are among the other
consequences of sexual harassments they face. This is not a threat to them only but to human
rights atso. Child rape can be defined as forced sexual contact with strect girls. Many accuses
these girls of the antisocial and criminal activilics, but it is important to understand their
position and access in the society to understand their vulnerabilities and obligations. They
arc always considered are considered as a sexual object. However a change in mindset is
difficult in the patriarchal socicty.

This study reveals the ordeal of the street girl children, but the action against it is always
difficult. The vulnerabilities of these children are worsencd by the ncgligence within the
family. Somctimes the male members of the family the girl belong are addicted to drugs.
Also there is not much awareness regarding the menstrual health of the girls among the

" community. Lack of gender awareness and gender sensitivity arc highly responsible for the
sufferings of the street girls. This suffering is also connected with violation of human rights,
basically the fundamental rights of street girls.

Concluding Remarks

In the context of Bangladesh, sexual harassments of street girls is a maticr of grave concern.
They face multiple deprivation and negligence being the strect girl. Firstly, children are the
future of a nation. The state, society and family have to ensure their fundamental and basic
rights. Street girls are not getting enough support from the state or even family. Tt is very
essenlial to address the issue of sexual harassment of the street girls and take initiatives to
mainstrcam them.

Recommendations
Sexual harassments are a major threat to the street girls and their fundament rights. To solve
the problem, some recommendations are made as follows -
e The first and forcmost strategy is to raise consciousness about the street child rights
e Rehabilitate strect children with a safe living place and give them different facilities
such as training, food protection ctc

e State should take proper policy and law for removing the problems of street girls
through the gender sensitivity lens.

o Street girl child should get the children’s rights as well as citizen’s rights and consider
them as a human being media both electronic and print media should focus on child
rights properly.

# Lessons on child rights should be included in the curricujum

e Their access to free medical and pscychological treatment should be cnsured
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