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Abstract

This articte aims te giamue the pereeprion: and sxperiences ol
voung people during the Covid-19 pardemic in Dhaka Ciy. With
thiz gim. primary data has been collecied from vouth of varous
stamuzes, occupalions, and social classes through inlbmmal
inmerviews, in-depth intervicws, case siudies, wnd obsereation.
Furthermore, articles, research ceports, snd books on the subjees
have been wsed wi sccendary dutw sources. The moscareh 3z
qualizauve i s, Bused o the [ndings. iz aricle aneues
taat youog peopia’s beliels about the coromavime™ origing znd
Condmguensds ure lareely mlluoeneed by their sociozconomic
and cuhural coolests. Lven voung poopic™s cxperierces and
ragclions L govemmenl initiatives aimad ar prevecting and
caring Cevid 19 disease are mostly determined by their realiies.
Cemsegquently, the cffcedvenzss of the effore also depends on
lhesir persisnal, social, and eoltural stanis, Alrhough the elfecs of
Coreicd- 19 dilfer by were, secial isolation. Toneliness, conlinerienl.
Canuly eonilictz, and coneemms b the funzrs have sxacesbated
the detrumental iolluenee on vouns people, heving faereaching
aspalive sociyl and pevchologica] consequonces. This amicle,
by thoroughly unulyeing and presenting the efzors of Covid-15
ar: he youth of Dhaka it may assisr in the implemenation
of swlask Covid-19 prevention and conurol strategics by
advorationg Lor the voulh and enricking the liczramree of medical
anthropalagy.
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[atroduclion

[n lagte Docember 20019, the coronaving was first deleeled in e human body in
Wuhan, China {Deng, 20200, As hamian migration has inereased n the twenty-
first century due to developmois in communication technology, increusing
infer-commnication betwesn styles and weeeitorias, expansion of trade and
business, cducation, and medical tourism; the virns swiftly speead bevond
Ching s borders eventually. Because of the virus's sevenly, the World Health
Orzamization (WTI0) declared o global pandermic on March 17, 2020, On March
17, 220 the first coronavirus death m Soulh Asiy oceurred in the State of
Eonmatakain India. The Bangladesh lnstitow: of Epidenuology, DHisease Control
and Hescarch (TRDCRY announced on March &, 2024, that a patient infected
with the virus had been fornd in the counlry, As one af the world s most densely
populated countnies, Bangladesh has foumd w0 challengmy w keep Covid-19
under control. The povermment has taken several health-related precautions,
ineluding the temporary closure of most instinutions and the sanouncetnem
ol lockdowns ar certain times, Althaugh the prevalence of infechion hus
dropped as & eesulo of stay-ae-home restnctions, maintaining physical dislance,
leckdowns, and temporary and long-lerm slosuees of educational and olber
instilutoms, many young people are fruslralied and depeessed with the situation
UWHO, 202100). Specifically, its far-reaching demmemal consequences for
vauny poople are cvident in the country, However, there 15 2 gap in the flived
experience’ ol this proup in the society. as they are alammingly not getoing the
allenlion necessary {Pervez, Maher Prana, Banik & Kahman, 2021

Againgt this backdrop, the arhicle Mocuses on voung people’s perceplions.
expericness, and realities regardmyg Cowid-19 and its eftecrs on them,
The reasons for lhe sclection of wouth are threclold, Fissily, one third of
Hangladesh's overall poputanion consists of youth {Akon & Bhuyan, 2020}
If they become infected with iy viras, a large portion of the populahen witl
heeome disabled and incapacitated. Secondly, vouth exhibir apalhy and shgh
reluctance o follow Covid-19 suidelines (Tslarn, Talukdar, Swddigum & Ishan,
20200, Thirdly, mast of those infeeled with Covid-19 In Bangladosh so far
are young people (WO, 202140, Furthermore, the coronavieus has causuil
muny young people to lose their jobs and income, resulting in stress, anxicly,
and depression. In this simation, it is imperalive 1o explore young people’s
parceptions and experictices with the coronavirus and various health-related
programs announced by the government 1o protect against intection, the socnad
and economic shock caused by Cowld-19, and the resulling offect on their
mental and physical hzalth,
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i listorically, anthropolozy has played an important vole mostudying any disastar,
iy eprdemic and analyzing effecis on humans while also formulating siratesics
[or adaplion. In this case, anthropologists analvze the epidemics of ditferent
perivdy of human history and ther effects, which has enriched the epidemiology
brunch of medical seiznce, Anthropologists and epidemiologists believe that
both diseiplines can be enriched through joint work. Epidemiclosy studiss the
prevalenes, spread and contrel of disease through a scientifie approach with
an cinphiess ot quantitaive data eollection. Medical anthropology, instead,
conmribures W urederstanding burman belavior and soctal relatioaships through
tensive qualitative ceacarch, as well w8 a deep awareness oF he tole of culture
it melding peopla’s behavior arad their readmess 1o change habrs o tesponse
to public health dirsctives (RBace Singer & Susser, 2003.26),

To thiz understanding, TTTV {Thunan Timmmwnedelicieney Virus) and vhe Plaguoe,
tor example, have highlighted how people fear social exelusion und prejudice
among themsalves in recen yvears (Parker, 2001}, Purthenmore, the prevalence,
global elfact, and popact of SARS have been investigated (Masan, 243123
Anthropologisle have reeenlly been instrumental i combating the Ehnla
epdeuns by conserving indigenous celteres on the African continent. Initially,
Vs srerreral public did mal couperate with authorities in combating Ehola, and
aven isarmeemenls arese, Given the cireumstances, people were forced to be
hospilalized, cromated, and probibited from performing death rituals, which was,
comlrary Lo locul culture. Later, hewever, with the effons of anthropologists and
their respect for locat culture and people’s emotions, the anthoritios arrangod
tor the bunal ol e deccased in @ remote area without burning (£aman. 22173
In the case of Covid-19, medical anthropolegy fecuses on the pandemic’s
arigins, developmeni. and social und psvehological etfacts on humans (Adams
& MNadineg, 20200, Mounwhile, s branch has already established the rationale
for appreciing the simificunce and context of Tocal culmars in the control of
Covid-12, Continumy thy discussion, at this point we refer to as Fasoer {1998}
depices om Enelogical Explanation Theory, and Critical Medical Anhrapolagy
(CMAY which shape the theoretical framework of this arligle,

Thearetical Framework

The ctinlogical explamation theory describes people’s ideas and beliefs abour
dizease or illness in vanoos sovtelies, Fosler (1998) examines ditferent
societies” Fetological explanalions™ wnd categorizes bealth beliafs into two
types: “naturalisuge ctiological eaplanation™ and “persomalistic etiological
explanation™ (eied in Begom, 2021, The “paturalistic aticlogical explanation™
helds thar al diseases wre essentially “subjective™ and “mechanical™ as a result
ol natural forces or conditions, such az =xtreme cold and het air and bimb
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imbalance (Foster, 1998), Phe personalizue cuological explanation,” on the
other hand, contends that people can be alleciad by any disease due o the
influznce of supernatral foreas, In this case, people may became 1 due wthe
mucnce of ghosts, phantoms, witches, and so o1, 5o lhe healer allempts @
understand or subdue the supernatural foree to restore the atfected person Lo
nomaley { Fosier & Anderson, 19781 TTowever, the shortcomings of the mast
prevalent ‘interpretive approach’ fo anthropalogy. such as the researcher’s
bias, vbjectivity, and 5o on, led to the birth of CMA which emphasices tha
a population’s heabth sliwlus and access to healthcare are determined by the
frealer socin-econamic arrangemenls (Baur, Singer & Sussar, 20033 This
theory desenibes how & person’s health, well-being, diseuse. and the vpe
and availahility of medical care are influenced T the larger socio-economis
system at both the local and national fevels {Winkelman., 200%4% In the cass
ol Covid- 18 analysis, the critieal sxprossion of CMA 5 hose Tfuniversal™ or
“wlabal capitalisin™-controlled social and economic sysiems pul huran socicly
at risk (Gamdin ol al, 2021). In this instance, medical anthropologisls spply
anthropological methodoelogies and approaches to emphasize Covid-197
wenesis, development. and impact in social wnd histoneal contexes. In light of
the aforesaid Ltheories, the perspectives and experiences ol young people on
Conviad- 19 have been prezentad in the later seeuion,

Research Objectives and Methodology

The goat of this arlicle 15 1w highlizht the perceptions, expencnees, and impact
af Covid-19 on the voulh of Dhaka City. Specitically, the objectives we: (1}
highlighting voung people’s perceptions of Covid-19; (i) describing the
wouths” experience and realiy of the government’s steps 1o provent and cure
thiz disease; and (i examining secial, ceonomic shock and lhe impact ol
Covid-19 on voung peaple’s mental and physical health. To aceomplish this., an
anthropological approach, has been used which relies primarily on qualitative
data rather than numbem or percentages (Zamon, Fahman, Rabbam & Martin,
20204 Although there 1 mauch Covid-19 research in Bamgladesh, mast of
i1 bascd on quantitative data {Rahean & Sathy, 20200 Tlowever. for this
research, informal inlervicws, in-depth intervizws, case studics, and observation
wechnigues were used o cofluel primary data trom the vouth. Althougsh the aze
range ol vomath varics, this armicle reters to people between 18 aml 35, as deimad
by the Minisiry of Youth and Sports (2017} Puposive sampling was used to
select 40 voutlis for interviews, 15 of whom were women and 23 men. In this
casc, the condition under consiwleration was that the mlfermant mnst be between
% and 35 yewrs old. Additionally. sceondary sowrces including publeshed
arlicles, hooks, govermment gazettes, periodicals. and print and eleclronic
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media reports on Covid-19 have been used. 1o ensure the accuracy and validily
of the data, riangulation was used, in which data gathered through in-depth
interviews and casc sludies was compared to abservations. The collected data
was presended and analvzed thematically and mamually in accordance with the
rescatch’s objectives. To ensurs the rescarch’s athics, an emphasis had boon
placed on infarmants’ consent and confidentiality. They were fully informed
about the research and miended use of the coblected data. Tata were collected
and analyzed betweon June and August of 2021 o learn aboul younyg people™s
views about Cionvnd-19, Following is a sumenary of the rescarch participants.

Table 1: Pralile of the Respendents
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**hate: Llaboravion: M=%ale. F Female, LU=sLower (Cluss, MO—Middle Class,
HO-Hizher Class. GL=Govenmment Emploves, GW=Clurmmmt Worker, TL Day
Lubar, V5~ Vepetable Seller, ND=Newspaper Distribuior, Sm=Salesman, RTD=Ride
Driver, CW=Cmatniction Waorker,  RP=Rickshaw Pulter, [T [Lawher, 5T=5mall
Trader. Bl=DBunker & Tnsurance, 5t Student, S¢ '=Schoe] Teacher, HW—Tlouse Wil
Tw=Tea Vendor, [1m - Flowseraid, Cn=Unemplovad,

Ferceptions of Youth about Covid-19

The youh” perspective ubout Covid-19 vary depending on their secioeconomic
and cultiral cirgumstanees. According to Regum (2021, people refer
Covid-19 as “comnarog”™ and classily it as a disease of the afllucnl, an urban
atlmenl, “a gofod”, and a threar 10 e, 1€ 15 perceived as a diseasc of the
waalthy, a discasc of the old, God’s vengemmee. o divine test, 2 disease that
ruins livelihood, a hiologcul weapon, and so on have all been eslablished as a
Siseourse” by the research participants.

As s00n wy Covid-19 began, there was a widespread assumption among the
urban lower class people that it was a discase ol ihe wealthy, epulent, or urhan
peopla. As Siddique (243, 2 nelshaw puller explained,
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Rich people live coralorlably in their homes, work comtortably in
atr contheming, and acquire body Tat to have corena. Morcover, the
wealthy are capable of adhering to these cotoma guidalines. However,
we arc working people. W will not be able to survive 1 we stay at
hore. We have to work 1o survive.

To clabaorate, coromaros 15 a social disease characterized by an individual's
soonaTnic situation, However, educated vouny people believe the above view 15
incorreet. and the virus appears o them to ba lite-threatening. Besides. youth wha
betieve m supernamral forees think thar the caronavirus is Giod's punisbment.
That iz, there 18 2 link between boing infected by the comnavims and eeligious
belief. Such belicf was also found in the Jow-income Black American sociely
where illness was viewed as a2 punishument for sinful acts (Hellman, 1990). Some
religiously inclined young people believe that Covid-19 is a test front Cind. This
is how He provides people with the apportumiy 1o eorrect their caurses, This
heliet refers to the *personabistic view of the disease,” in which it is assumed thal
supcrnataral forces ot the ereator purpeselfully trought the diseusc (o carth. Tt s
also believed that the coromavirus is a product of the cold ear. Abdu! Hamad {290
a callege teucher stared, “Coromi 15 # hurnan irvention, 1 believe it is a bialowcal
weapor. (nce upon a time, wars were fought with guns: now, wars are fought
with germs.” This sugpests that the vims was designed to make Lhe manafacnired
country’s poesition economically and politically powerful. Accordmy 1o Farmer
{1992, despile Americans iniially producing ALLS, Haiti was blamed [or the
Jisease’s orgins duc to sociceconomic and potitical factors, Tn this setting. Lhe
“conspiracy theory” 15 usctitl in undersiunding the origin and spread of this type
of global pundemic in light ol the palitical economy of health. At its inceptions,
the COTonAviTN: was referred 1o 45 u conspiracy in numerows publications (Zayman.,
202171 People who believe in gorm theory” think that Covid-19 15 a terrible
diszase means adhereing to Ivgiene rules to the greadest exwent possible. A Sub-
Beyistrar named Rabeyu (26) said, “While registering the lamd, various service
recipients came to the sourt, and varous documents came to me [or inspection
rhrough many hands, so [ wied w adhere to the hygiene mles strietly.” Thar is to
sy, corona 15 a temifying virus referring to the “natural cawnsal explanation,” i
which a body’s infection with e vins causes this discase.

Preventing Covid-19: Government Steps and the lixperiences of the
Young People

Handwashing on a Regular Basis: The WIIO has stawed repeatsdiy that hand
washing should be performed with seapy waler or a sanitizer 10 avoid contracting
the coromuvirus. 1t seems. however, difficult. for voung people on Iow salaries umil
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[or floating people to do so consistently. As day laborer Sulum (22} explained,
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Lam unable o get work during corona. As a result, T am struggling to
meet oy fumily's basic needs, How am 1 going to afford all of these
soaps and shampoes? Furthermore, [am out all day, carrving products
and cannot wash oy hands repeatedly,

(ven the poor™s income constraints, using soap i thiz manner may seem like
a hrxury to many (Rushid, 20207 Tn oher words, oceupation and coonomic
hardstup make it difficult tor some youth to follow handwashing requirements.
This suppoerts the point of TMA that seeks o cxplote how an individual’s
heilrh is shaped by the cconomic amangement, cspeciaily in a capitalist socicly,
Additionally. the Lype of awareness-raising mlonnation that has been conveved
through clectromic media is primeanly “urban-centered.” with demonstrations
of praper handwashing Lechnigues vsing an artificial water source (tap water).
However, only 13 percent of the country’s population has access to this 1ap
water [Aaman. Rahman, Rabhani & Malin, 20207

Wearing Masks: Distinct behaviours are observed among low and middle-
inconw: youth in wearing musks, For instance, some vouth wear masks
exclusively on their faces, while others wear them on their chins, their
noses, of their ears. And this practive is inextricably linked to an individual®s
knowledge, educabiom, sociveconomic backpround, and, most suyrmificantly,
culture. Howcever, purchasing a mask daily is probibitively expensive for
I or nuddle-income youlth who work ouside (he home all day, adding to
household expenses, Mashiur (19), 4 conslruction worker commented that he
usually does heavy work so cannol wear a mask at all timws, It is expensive lor
him as well. Some youth believe that it Goed deeides death from the virgs, then
wearing a mask will also cause this diseuse. For instance, Salam (273, one of
the featpath hawkers belicves Allah is in charge of his survival. So he is not
altmd to perish. To contrast, conscientious youth have wom masks to work,
Taleb {26), & motorcyele ride sharer, stared: T always pul on a mask. Tveryday,
Tput on a new mask. I have naver had a mild fever nor corona symptoms vet.”

Maintaining Physical or Social Distance: Maintzining phyvsical or social
distance 15 essential for such a pandemic, however, interactions, meetings,
conversations, and chats are all considered part of the culture in Bangladesh.
In the villages wnd cities, more than one person frequently lives in the samc
ouse, and many families may live side by side. Even families who share the
kilchen, the toilet. und the haleony [ind it difficult to maintain physical distance,

Lockdown: Any pandemic can be cffectively controlled by implementing a
lockdown {(Das & Painal, 2020), however, thege are doubts about the entoreed
lockdown’s effecliveness. The aocial smucture is an obstacle to this aystem due
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w0 econotie need, living in g denscly populared agea, @ lack ol amusement
and tood w1 boree, and g0 on. Accordhmyg o Tlasan (20200 people have been
traveling from Dhaka city to their home villages despite danger 1o ther lives
since the anacuncement of the lockdown becanse they perceive their stay in
this city is “temporary’. Young people [om low familias who [1ve in eramped
plices with ali of their Tamnily members wre confined for long penods of time,
which makes it hard for them to live i1, Masum, a 28-vear-old salesmar,
commented that he works for g small company. His parents and siblmgs share
4 twa-bedroom home, Darine the lockdown, being at home day after duy his
made him exitermely stressed and frustraied, Tuis also evidems that although
men go out despite the lockdown. the young women stay at home or age
compelled to stay as Rupa {18}, o university student experienced,

My parenly ebid me trom walking in front of thi: house. They do nol
cvem allow me Lo oo W other people’s residences. My brother, on the
other hand, zoes out everyday. 1 think | am stuck i jail!

Fand Assistance: According Lo Levy (1997), citizens musl have access to
relied to comply with the lockdown. To prevent the spread of e EOrBNAVIULS,
the government imposat a lockdown and provided reliet through the “Prime
Minister’s Relief Assistunce” program, promising Lo provide food through
emergency service phone calla. but the realily for relief seckors is quite diflerent
(ALl Hasan & Hosswin, 20210, Rewwan (197, o nowspaper distributor, said,

T have reeeived relief from the individuals who assisted me personally
several tmes, But, Tdid not goy anything from the local zovernment.
Vavbe [ was not selecied as T am nol a voter in his arca.

Announcement of Educational Tastitulion Closures: Bangladesh 13 ooe
of the Fow countrics globally that has closed edacational mstinwions fuor an
csatended peniod to prevent te coronavirss from spreading. Lisler: relevision
s online educational activitics began shortly. Roshant, a 24-vear-old private
nriversity studenl mentioned Lhas heruniversity began offering onling icaching
a week after corona spread, and asscssinents were also taken online. As a resulic
they were proterted from any session jams. [owoever. there arc some barmiens
ro participation in this education for siudenis of poor and middle classes due
to a lack of necessary devices wnd adequate internet acceys. As a resull, an
inequalivy between affluent and poor, ural and urban suwdents has developed
in torms ol enline learning. A public mmiversity student stated thal his father
e and operatos a food shop. However. he does not have an Andraid phone
1o help him artend leclures, and purchasing that much intemel access for cach
sassion 15 not aflurdahle for hin
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Yaceination Programs: Following online regslralion aod subsequent neceipt
nf a test message on a mohile phene, an individoal travels 10 a hospital o
speciliv vaeeinalon cenler o oblain the vaceine, Thiy procedure appears 16
be convenient for educated vouth, Ruhame (24) narzated that her educational
institution submitted her information to the government. and as soon as the
order to register her wrived, she got registered and vaccinated within three
days. She adored thiz procedure. {lowever, young people untfamidiar wirth the
internat think that it is a complicated process. hizan, a 27-vear-old rickshaw
puller, reimarked.

ls it possible tor mdividuals Dl us o mel vaceinated by pomy throgh
50 mawy proccdurcs? Obuining 4 national identity card, getting
rugistralion, wrling [or o lexl mossaee, raveling to the hospital, and
standing 1w a lengthy line to be vaccinated is not a simple task. But
it would have heen perfect 17 everyone had beon vacemated 1o the
seho]’s open feld,

Covid-19 Diagnosis and Treatmeni

According o govermmenl standards. the IEDCR would collect viral samples trom
patients exhibiting sympioms deting the early phases of the owbeeak. Whon the
number of patisnts increased., the serviee way dircsled 1o do Covid-19 testing at
pathlic amd privale hospitals, There is, however, a debate abowur the quality and
sost o hese privage service centers. Rehera, a 22-vear-old student, slated,

I ve with my parents and two sisters. Coroma symptorns manifest
abruptlv. My parcnls tool their tests in a private hospital, and we
had e pay 9000 taka for this. so the threy ol us sisters didn't teat for
enrselvis, Laler, woe wenl to o public hospital bur it was so arovwded,
and no one followed the hygiene rales, As g result, we did not go there
vl of foarn [ sought reatment trom the comtort of my awn hom

Access to corona healtheare serviess ts vicwoed dilferently. For instance. vourtg
reople from woll-to-de Timilics have been found seeking services in private
hospilaly, Ratsa’s (20) father is emploved by a private bank. Tveryons inthe
family had symproms of Cevid-19 that began wilh her fulher and progressed to
the restaf’the Timily, As s result, they were all examined and tecated ina private
hospital because the service was better than that of @ public hospiral, Bablu
(217 of a low-tncome tamils. on the ether band, had a different exparience.,

We went o a governmint hoepilal when my brother was infected with
the viets, There was only one room. with muluple palicnls so there
were no seats. Towever, the gualily of service was ralativaly gond and
the cost was low, Bul the cost of treatment in private elinies was (a7
bevond our maans.
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Muoreowvear, access fo services his alao been influenced by secial, political, and
economic capilal. Ay aresult, Covid-19 has intensitied the country s healibeur:
disparitics vven more. A geocer, Ashfag {33}, said:

When my father developed bresbmy problems due to the virus, he
wits hospilalizcd but was unable to get s bed, [ heard that beds were
vacant, bul reserved For VTIP3, We could not afford w g0 1o a private
haspital which had eomloriable heds. As a result, we had 1o Jeave hina
at the hospitul™s comider lor treatiment.

Saocial, Feonomic, and Psychological Effecis of Covid-19

Covid-19 has resulted in changes in the country’s culture, as well as increased
unemployment, uncertainty, and domestic violence. Throughout Covid-tY,
thure hag been a shift in how vouny people socialize, play sports, go on walks,
and participate in social evenls. For instanee. Raml, a 22-year-old university
student, remembered:

Pricw to coromna, we ueed 10 socialize with frisnds, play cricke,
and visit relatives” houses, bul now we are unable to da so. Social
media convmunication with friends appoars 10 be geing increasingly
untisocial.

Additionally, a slew of now “social stigmas™ are being generaled Juring
Covid-19. The “Black Death”™ became the tocus of such 4 siigma o the
thirteanth and fourleenth centaries. According to Zaman (20210, sfizma 1
created out of far and ienorance of peopls who are victims of corona, sooal
appression, and other forms of oppression. Day laborer Rafig (34) obsereed
that 1o ome wants to share with neighboury 1 shofhe w Covid positive—if they
arce siigmatized. The virus has resalted in significant changes 4o [imeral culture
as well. Selim (263, a constuction worker, explams thal cne of his neighbors
died a few days age aller being sick for a long time, He bad kepl his iliness a
secret from his neighbors owt of tear, When he was linally ademitted to Dhala
Bedical College, it was revealed thal he had corona. Nobody came 1o see him
when he died. The awthorily concerned laid him to rest, For lower and iddle-
class vouth, living in a small place, a monolonous il the loss of a source
of income. sircss, and futire wmceriainty has significantly impacted Ltheir
hehavicur, These Tuctors have contributed to s inerease w demesiic violence,
with women being the most common vicrims. Bilkis (23], a housewife, stated,

My bushand drives a highway bus. There is no work now. People
have to stay at home all day and stop making money 1oo, Hiz anger
trom this fmstration hurls me. When semething happens, he beats me.
Whan he wias at work, e was not like this,
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According to poorer and iddic-ieeome youny people, corona s more ol 4
ltvelihood desirover than 4 hle destroyer. Some have become unemploved
since Cowid-19 situck, whale vlhers have boen forced to sesk low-wage
positiong. Babil (330 who works for an insurance company, said.

My job at the company 12 10 make poople members of insurance
compamues, bui emplovees like me are sutfering the most losses for
mantyining social distancing measures. Since diccol cormmunication
is not possible, | try to persuade people to join the msurunes companies
using social media or the phone, but Feannol persuade many clients.

Covid-19"s adverse effects have harmed voung people’s physical and emotiomal
well-being as well. The elesing of educational insututions and the inahility of
worrrh 1o play ourside has had a detrimental effcet an their health, Ad ditionatly,
speaialists believe that in the futurs, long-term issues may arise in Lhe bodies
ol young people with Covid-19 {Pervez ot al, 20215 Rl {220 remarked,

Coroma made me very weak., even aller | recovered and tested
negative, 1 scem to have lost my memory. Tam expenencing verlige. 1
it disinterested in everything, Tveryihing appears to be monotonous.
The dactor satd thial 1l wus o side effect and thar recovery would ake
LiTTic.

During Covid-19, the carning ol Jow-income youth has decrsased, which
atfects their daily diet. Tn particnlar, rekshaw pullers. tea sellers, construction
workers, garment workons, agmicultural laborers, and housemaids have
decreased theiv food imvake precipitoushy (AlQL ITasan, & TTossain, 20213,
placing sirain on their nutritional requirements. Turthermore, the loncliness of
living inoa cramped house and the uncertainty of the luture are depressing the
voung, driving sore to commit auicide, Time spent on the mtermet has hecome
a significant impediment to ereative thousht as g substinite far time spent. A
university stiudent, Rupa (19 explained,

[ feel extremely ow ol brewh bong locked in the house T am also
conermed aboun the future, | used ta do two private witions, but they
bith have been dismipted. As a result, [ cannotl cominbute o my famiks
fimancially, [ suddenly fest as though T should commil suicide in the
mirddla of the night.

Dviscossion

Without u doubt, Covid-1% has impacied apd harmed people of ali classes,
professtons, and genders in various ways, However, voung people are the most
affected when age groups are constdered. Along with the Timitations ol the



Covid- 19 coping stralery, tharmisconcentions and negligence play asigmiicant
rale in this case {Alkon & Bhuivan, 20200 As demoenstrated, a significant
proportion of the population studied views coromy d» u “persenalistic cause.”
Those with strona religious convietions beliowe that God’s will and reluctancs
largely derermine the discase’s omigin and ransmission. On the olher hand,
aducated voung people who arc gware of science fest that natural factors have
cansed this disease. The sevenly and chances of catching the cotonavinus,
are also detenninad by the vouth™ cconomic condition, particodar]y thase in
the middle and fower classey. The value of lite is secondury 1w the realiny of
survival tor economically disadvamaged and low-income voulh, However
due o their financial comfort, wealthy young people are somewhat 1o w =alc
pusilion in this scenario. As g resull. the coonomy, culture and surrcurilings of
1he vewth have a direct inpact on how they perceive Covid-19,

Althgugh there are differcnces in the origing and risks of infecuon with the
COrONAayinE among vouny people, the government has tuken several infliatives
Lo prevent and cure the aihnent. To this sitdation, soeial, cultural, and econnmic
capitals have plaved a simnificant role inthe youth's empneal pasition. Tvarvone
recaenizes the need Lo [oliow hygiene norms, but 1t has not beea fully reflected
in reality. The impact of the work environment. awareness, and profession
may be damonsiraled 1o ehis simvation. Agam, because Bangladesh i3 a society
based on famiby ties, 11 1 ol always possible to maintzm social diseance in all
arias as many stop to see and 1alk o each other (Begum. 2021). Turthermore,
despite the fact that the lockdoywn has been formally imposcd. many vouths
are skeptical of its effectiveness. The emphasis, in thiy case, 15 on 2 balance
berween life and lvelihood. but i reality, livelihood and the ceomonsy have
talcen precodemee. However. a sigmificant number of people have endured
crdienal, physical, and sociad harm and Tong-lenm carcdr Consegences
(Pervez etal., 2021 Medigal anthropology cuan caplure cullural perspectives
ul Covid-19, group and mdividual experiences, the larger socio-economic
wrangemant, and the cxporiences of the affected cormroumitizs. In this regard,
this article focuses on Lhe discase of Covid-19 amony the voung population
ol Dhaka city, caltural clements of faith-building, and how the government’s
remedics and prevention measures ars influenced by thor social relations,
kinghip, power, educalional qualifications, swarenuess, and economic capiel.

L oncelusion

The voutly's perceptions ol Covid-19's genesis, spread, nsk ol infection, cure,
and prevention are shaped by their social, culiural, and economic cirewmstances.
Covid-19 hus ushered in a new rend o the vouth's cveryday lives. As a resuli.
there are social and economic concerns and negative consequences Lur voung
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peaple’s mental and physical heallh, Weanng a mask, maintaining social
distance, refraining from shaking hands, staving at home in lockdown and
impoatng new restrictions on all social ceremenies added new dimensions
o vourh society and culwre. However, young people’s perspectives on the
diseise’s ciology, progression. and consequences vary widely. Foster s {998}
notion o naturslistie and personghstic cnolagical explanation has led soms to
belicve 1115 e ereator’s wrath conpitacy, or a faral vieea. That is, any disease
can ongimate, spred, aod transmit naterally and through supernatural means.
This ariiele argues, Mmom a CMA perspective, that larger social and economic
sverems and realities have inereased the msceortly amd vulnerability of youth
worldwide in the pandemic. This also demonstrates how impoverished vouny
people who lack social and economic camtal become vicums of the Covid-19
healthewre disparity; as a Tesull, inequalily persists as d realily.

Simultanecusly, we realize that the articla has saverul limitations thar must be
considered. Although the fisldwaork was conducted in Dhaka City, there were
only 40 participants, all of whom Tived in the eine. More participation and fi=ld
sites would have offered a more devailed picture of the youlh’s expericnce
during Covid-19. Nonetheless, s adicle caplores how o Llaree segment of
the community views and experiences Covid-19 in utbun Dhaka, adding 1o
our understanding of this global pandemic and contributing to the medical
snthropelagcal lleratarg.
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