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Abstrace

Thix articie explotes Bow  different odividuals  peeceive,
vaperience, and manage disasters such as she Cowvid-15
pandsmic. The shady adopted a qualitative approach und in-
deplh inervicws wers used [oc data callection. The findings
porttay a esnder divide across public and pivate spaces in
Bangiadesh during the fivst wave ol the pandernic. Fear ol
the wvirus was bigher armong wrban educared women. which
rigpered them 1o follow public bealth guidelines strictly. Tn
coptrast, maidad by draditional pender nomms, men mostly
showed & reluctant auiinde wwards the disease ws well as
wovernnent directives wsued (ormanaging the pandemic. They
came forward to handle outside taslks that allowed waomen to
sty wafe. Men felt more constrained than women Lo stay hotoe
as they were socialised to be more mokile. Both men and
wamen participated in commmunity care doring the pandermnic.
Huwreover, mmen eeded 1o serve the broader comomnity. whereas
women mainly suppored family mcmbers and elese ones,
The study [nully coveys Lhal the concerns about Coronaviris.
the lochdown experience, and the efforts to mitigate disaster
risks and impacts wvaried despending on pecple’s gendern,
A, sovloccunomic s, religions behelz, and Covid-19
management restrictions in mral and urban areas.
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Incrodoccion

11 ts wadely belicved that women wnd men expericnes disasters differently due
tir thear sectally sanctioned gender 1wdentiies and roles. Therefors, a vasthody of
literatre an gender and dizaster has drassen attention o the wulnerable coonditiom
ol women m disaster siiations. Rescacchers of this strand have been able o
portriy the adverse disaster elleely eloming 1o women's WOrscIiing oo el
condition, psychological and reproductive health, mounting unpuid workload,
micidences of violence, and other discriminatery and exclusionary practices
(Enarson & Chakrabard, 2009 Turan & Trivedi, 2003, Kapar, 20207, On the
conlrary, fru.ng on wemen’s ageacy, ancther group of researchers has boeen
able to artivulate wornen's strength ar ability @ o, traditional knewledze, coping
and adaplalion strategios. ot preminent rle in keeping tamily and community
intact during and aller disasiers {Nagsreen, 2012, Paol & Rowray, 200 Tamjeela,
2015 Wisner, Blaikie, Cannon & Davis, 20045 AL the same {ime, 2 now genre
ot researchers remains critical o (be simpliisue represemation of womaen either
da Tviglims' of fsuper poweril” in the conlext of disasiers, They question the
idea of shedding lizht ouly on gae gendsr category and empliasise enlareinge the
trame to address diversily and difference instead of being obstrusted by the 2eal
ol cssentialism, which as the mrowing empirical work supports, rarely exast in
roabity [Maoss, 2002: Neuhauser, Z01%; Resurreecion, 201730

In line with his, lemminist and sender scholars active in the disasier feld argue
that gender. intersculing with various markers of difference such as race, clays,
cihnicity, place or nalicmality, shaps awdividuals and groups” experience of
dizgslors and their leveal of integration it disasier managament and recovery
processes {Brudshaw, 20130 1t is, therefore, vilal 10 consider dilfzrene 2ozial
identtitics {including gender) and power relations to examine indradual snd
community wornen’s and men’s real encounters and responses 0 devastating
situations. While overviewing the burgeoning ltemiune on gender and
Cinid- 19 pandemic with this understanding, we found g sionlar gap - the focus
larzely remains on underscoring the social impacts of the pandermic on woraen
jand ziris), and it lzads 10 their portrayal as the worst vietim {Anwar, Arat,
Nowar, Ullah, Hogque. Sarkar, Reshad. Tslam, Al & Hosen, 2020; 5ifa;, 20240
LN Women, 20200 Excepl [or o fow examples (Amwar et al, 2020, Chang,
W20 Sultana. Ehan. Tstane, 1Tossain. Hasan, Eurasaki & Sikder, 20200, Litle
fias hzen dome Lo hiphlight either women™s conlrbution 1o managing disuster
risks and effects or the exporionees of men (and other gender caiggomas ) in the
context of the global pandermc,

Given this buckdrop, this article, bascd ena qualitative study, a1ms o intenosate
and broaden ihe umderstanding of how different women and men see and



Drinazlen Descoption s, Teoonemees =7

cxperience the Covid-19 pandemc and participate in managing its detrimenlal
ciTects. Conceptally, we have applisd an mierseclional lens w0 underscore
Ui infuenee of social positions and geographical locanons on mdividoals
and gToups’ capaeily [0 anieipale, cope with. resist, and recover tfrom the
impact of a dwaster (Bradshaw. 20103: Chambers, 989, This tframework
heips us analysing “differential vulnerabalily ™, meaning some woemen and men
become more vulnerable to disaster shocks due o ther disadvamaced social,
economic, culwral, political, demowraphie or geographbecal situgtioms. Tn the
context of a disuster the mulbiple faelors associated with vulngrabilivy 1end e
inlerseet and wre siratificd based on gender and other socal dentices, allewing
somme 1o sutfer more than others (Bradshaw, 2013 Flua, Murtaral & Pelyer,
2007 Gatllard, 2020; Thomas, Hardy, Lazrus, Mendee, Orlove, FEivera-
Coilazo, Fobens, Rockman. Warner & Winthrop, 2018) Along with these
stuctural constraints, we have tocused on exploring nuanced human agency
that Taecilitates identifying che capaciey of cesilient actars to cope with and
gofend azainst the assumed dizaster efleets, The Tollowimyg seenon discusses
the research methodology.

Methodology

The study adopred a qualiative research approach 16 undersiand the realiny
in <detail, and primacy data had been collecied through m-depl imteneicws,
Conadering the priblem ol physical moverment wmzd the povemment declared
acnerad holiday or lockdown, we decided 1w collect duta via telephong, zoom
mdd skype, Research participants were selected parposively from the list of
coniributars of an anline questionnatie survey administered by three ol us asa
tearti to know aboud the situation ol the viens i Bangladesh. The selection of the
intervicwoes wis made based on the survey participant’s gender. ncenpation,
wue. Tesidential location, and accesaibility to the intermetl o mobile phone, Al
the first step, we interviewed five women aod Ove men living in Dhaka. We
later proceeded w inclnde parncipanlys ronn small fowns and villuges.

Further, wi: moved on to incorporate the voices of the maczinals who had now
been able to participate in the online survey. The participants were approached
through snovwhall sampling with he help ol the people we interviewed at the
frst step. We rcached a saluration poinl aller polling a total of 24 individoals
(1 men and 15 women) and stopped further data collection (Table 13

sdarecver. we ntarvicwed $1x key mivnnanls: o community oreanizer, a lawsear
and women’s rights aclivisl, a nursing suparvisor, a police oificer, and tww
government officials, The mlervises were conducted in 2020, starting [ron 23
Mlay 10 21 July, Al discussions, with the pennission ol the participants, were
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recorded and transeribed for analysis. To substantiare the database, we also
reviewed scholarly afticles, newspaper roports, wnd publicanons ol national
and intemational orzamsalions,

Tahle 1: Prolile ol the Rescarch Parlicipants

Code | Oecupation Age | Education  |Marital | Location | Family 'Fype
: Statms :
31 Bl Worker 4 | Masters in Married I rhan . Jovint
Hoveid] Seiens |
{3158) :
MZ | Dusineszman 44 | M5 & MBA Mamcd | Liban Juinr
i
M3 T Entrepreneur | 40 | e Martied  Urban “uclegar
kA3 ];.Llf-i.lIll.':ﬂSl‘ilﬂﬂ FAr MA “amied  rhan Jenint
b3 Tnivarsiny 45 ME5 Mumoed  Urban Huclear
tedcher
M6 | Fommer bugh 89 RA Ndarried  Urhan {loint
school reacher
MT [ Car driver 2% Moschooding [Marrisd - Lirhan Huclesr
\_’J?’ Uriversity |2 'B3% Honoos | Unmuarried j Rural Jonn
stuadent (1% wear}
39 | Eleenician 41 | grade Marticd | Rural loint
W10 | Farmer A2 | BSc Tnmamied | Fural Juinl
M1l | Barher 35 | Mliterate Maried |Rural | Toint
w1 ! Homenaker 43 | Mse Married | UGrban | Joint
Wa o 1Tamemalar 20012 Grace Married [rhun | Nuclear
Wi Homemaker 320 Cam “Mamicd | Urthun Boclear
.W4 Head of tha 37 MDBA Marricd Urhan Suclenr
: oprevalnn, Fhi
! rucio channal | | |
W3 Trivate Sorvice ! 40 lMSS Marread |1'_.'1'ban et |

I husldir
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W6 NGO worker 43 |MA "Married ! Urban ~uclear
WT o College leacher | 45 | bS5 Married  Urban “hclear
WE Tlniversity TR !I'-'hD Mumivrd  Lrban eind
. Leacher : :
WU Liekd research 4% MThil “arried  Urhan loinl
“pfticer
W1l I Gy ernel 43 WES “arried  TUlrban | Nuelear
'garvice hoider :
W1l Government 43 MBS Married  Urban  Joint
: sorviee holdar
wiz Lriversity 21 BSS Honors  Unmarricd Rural  Nuoclear
Htudent (1" woar)
WIS [ School leachuer 13 WA Marned  Rurad loind
W1 | Munuger, b BTN i Sepacared  Rural Jownt
Marketing '
sechion of a :
colleetorate i i
schon] i | -
W13 | Homemaker 25 | 5" amrade “larried | Ruoral Joint
& bume-based
warker

Covigd-19 in Bangladesh: Tnitial Stage

The [nstituie of Epidemiology Discase Conrol and Rescarch (TEIDCR}
announced Bangladesh's first conlimned Cowid-19 cases after theee people
tastad positive for the infectious vires in e capita) Thaks on 8 March 20240
tElasar & Shaon, 20207, IEDCR reported the counbry™s st Corona nelated
death on 13 March 2020, Subsequently, the number of confinmed Covid-1%
cases and related deaths in Bangladash started to climb as leshing eapandad
to thousands of people. The first V) patients were detecied witlun Tour
weeks sinee the first confinned cuses hid been announesd, whle the nombers
multiplied by 220 times m e nest oght wecks (World Healch Organsization
[WHO Bunpgladesh, 202001 The frst wave of Coronavires outhreaks in
Bangladesh, which staned in March of 2020, 1asted until the third quarter of
the sarne year (Asad, 2021 Khao, 2020).
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The Govermnent of Bangladesh (G0B) started implemembing sevial distancing
measures in early March 2020 and postponed all mass gatherings {Mabomud.
2020, Afterwards, all types of cdocational institutions were declarad closed
until the situstion improvad in the counry (WHO Bangladesh, 2020a). The
government issued i Jochdown order. announced as a *general holiday’, 1o huh
lurther iransmissions on 26 March, [1was extended upto a seventh phase tild 30
May 20200 (Maroun, 20200, Later, officey, public iransporn, stock markets. and
marketplaces were dueclared open hut in a limited menner and under specific
nslenetions {Shawon, 20201,

The outhresk of Corgma infection and the govermment’y response @ e
Covid-19 situalion. cspecially the decizion o impose lockdown, had halted
the regular course of coonomy, society, and individual lvipg 1 Bangladesh.
As ol May 2020, the Dhaka division was the worst hit m sy of both
conlivioed cases and causalties {WHO Bangladesh, 2020by, with the capilal
‘Dhaka’ and s nearby cities Naravangan) and Muoeslngan) csperiencing the
wors! outhreak, On the comtrary. Khulna and Barizal divisions, with Jower
population density and a higher proportion of rarl areas, had been hit the least
{WH Bangladesh, 20200,

Field data of this stedy confirms that the capitat ity along with the divisional
and district headgquarters wuore under strict administrative control during the
first nmth of the general holwkay, Exgepl tor emergency services, all shops,
offices, pubhie places. and institutions woere closed. Secial distancing was
strictly maintained in the public sphere. Mambers of the local admmsiraion
iArmy, BDR, TN, Palice, Choukider, Tniom Parishad) were proactive in the
small vpazifa townms and villages, They took several steps to prevent the sproad
of Corpnavirus amaong massas. aily bacaes had been allowed o operate tor o
few hours and shifled w the spacious plavground 1o cnsure physical distancing
among people. [n the small wowns and villages, locul adnunistration tricd o
Lil=t awarsness via announcemenls using hand mikes. The residents wore
requested 1o wear facemasks and mamisin social distance. Ay and police
personnel patrellod different areas to restrict socisl matherings. Tlags woers uaed
to mark housey of mfeced (confirmead and suspected) patients. Monbers of
those marked households were hepr in iselation from the community for al
least 14 davs. Food ald, hand wash, and mueks were digtributed among the
ceanomically marginal familica. All those dieetives and interventions had
seriausly interrupted public bife, and people had been pushed to stay ar heme to
rernain safe. We will presend the feld findings in 4 summmmary below to illuminate
sendersd subjectivities and encounters in rentes of hos individual woemen and
men perecived Covid-19 and passed the gensral holiday or poricd of lockdersmn,
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[ear of the Yirns

Relevant literature and field data collecied sugeost thal matially Lhere were
many misconceptions among Bangbadesht people regarding Covid-19, Many
individuals strongly hefieved that the virns wonld not allool Bangladeshis,
Certain educated groups of people tried o make seicatific claims, Romwarding
the e thal the virus would not spread in Bangladesh because of it: location
i the tropical remion, 1y high temperatura, which were believed would offer
natarat procecuion agamst the virvses of cold areas. There was a religious
group that heligved the vims would et actack lands with Mushion populatoens.
whereas people who belonged to the marginal sezment of society thought
that it wiss o disease of the aristocrats - the poor would not suffer from it
All these percepttons had implications for disaster preparedness and the lived
expaeriences of the pandermic,

Field dala collected for the study indicates that although people were nat vary
swate o concemed about the unprecedented disaster. with the declaration ol a
weneral heliday or lockdown, the fear of death, detachment, social exelusion.
anch un uncertam fierure acceleratad quite rapidly. Thare was a lack ol authentlic
imformation about this unknown® disease and a deficiency of healih care
services [or covid (and nom-covid patients) across the countty, I made Lhe
masses cxlremely afraid of falling sick and facing cxelnsionary pracices tha
spreid 1 soclely Wowards the esarly davs of the Covid-19 surge in angladesh.
Rumourtes sprowd, and the convention of remaining absolutely isolated in the
hospiial or gelling buried by Government officials it death necwrred made
some exirvnely wormied, However, the data we collected indicates that i
wiolld b illicull 1o muke generalised claims about the fear or concern about
Coronaviess because levels varied among women and men across differcem
social positions and urbwn-rural areus,

Women who purticipated is this smdy weee mors afraid of the *deadly” disease
than nwen. Hovwowver, educated women whe regularly followed media reports
and scientific research studics relied to Coronavinis wers even more scared.
This ezcalated level of fear was also associated with the antizipation of socio-
cultural cotsequences of the discase, A plous Muslit woman (W2 narrated:

Lsualby, 1 don't fear death. Because sooner or lator, we all wall Jic o
soimie way: none of s can escape fron 1, Bul dyviege rom Coronavirus
is harcowing. No feaazo [cxeguy]ls performed; no one is present
thuningr one's defor thuriul |, no ane even comes to see the paticnt. All
of thesa painful things are happening around us. When Tihink ol thermn,
it really zaddens me.
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Alongside, women's fearful responses unfolded a siroma association with
their tvpical gender role in the domestie sphere and the emotional bend Lhey
hold for family members and relatives. The namrative of another woman (%9)
cchned this standpoml:

Tenzion ofice Alls my mind as I'm very timwd [...] T panic after I read
or walch any Corona related updates in the media [L.] I'm praying W
Gl Whe will help me 101 [all prey to covid? Who wall take care of
my son? 1low can 1 isolate my son from me 1F o happons?

On the contrary, men whoe participated in the study cxprossed little worry
ahout the disease, and they preferred not to share much about the matter. They
mastly acted “hrave’ while stating their opinions on this. The least [ear was
alzo recorded among the economically marginal men, When imterviewed, one
of the participants, (M7), said quite promptly, “L’m not afraid ot Coranavirus
ar a1, Tt will ot anack me. The viruy sirtkes people who fear it.”

Marmatives presented in this seelion demenstrate a difference of pereeption
within social groups. 11 distorted the astual threat of the pandemic among
some {Agrawal, 2018), especially the marginal men. At the sane time, the
gender difference reflecied in the narnatives represents tvpical masculine
and ferninine trails cmbedded in the personatities of the pariicipants, Those
indeed mimor the patriarchal society in Bangladesh, where men are expected
t0 be strong, unemotional, and proteciors - a process of social engincenng
thal begins sarly at howe. To cantrast, wimen are socialised 1o become soft,
docile, compassionate, and remain under the control of men throughout their
life cveles. We will firther reflect on how the rescarch participants exhibited
this social construction amd marked contradictions while passmy months
loclkdown.

Expericnces of General Holiday

Like the varied levels of fear, announcement of 2 country wide generi]
holiday or lockdown did not impact every woman and man in the same
wayv. It is apparent in the nterviews that people living in urban areas.
especially in the capital city Dhaka, expericnced the highest administrative
control over human mobility and all soms ol activities in public places. On
the contrary. rural people enconntered the highest restriction on ccononiic
activilics, but they laced miner impositions on the social and personal
spheres of life. This difference created varied experiences, and a sharp
sender gap was evident in the collected narratives.
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As for the interview participants. a aender divide in public and private spaces
existed in Bangladesh, even dunng the general holiday. Women, sspecially
urban residents, rarely wenl culside, In some cases, men strongly opposad
women's mobilily, even if reguired. based on the Togge that there would be
no one lett to care for the family: the wsnal guestion posed, “who wouid take
care of the farmly if women got infected?”. Therelore, men came forward
handle the ‘risky” tasks (=g weekly bucor, cmmorgency purchases) outside
the home, [ allowed women w stay safe. A ew offices (e.g., banks), which
rernained open, tollowed a policy of permitting women workers W slay at
hame whereas men had been put under ratational duty. Alongside, amid high
risk of transtmigsion, urban men continued W visit maosgues for daily orweekly
prayvers and somenmes even met friends and acquaintances nearby.

Simitarly. rural men showed relucrance o adhere to the Jockdown. Fxeopl for
avoiding public places under army and polive contral, they spent most of their
time outsde the hame for varous non-emergency reasons. Conscquently, it
may be contradictory to the everyvday disaster sxposure of women (2.2, uran
& ‘Irivedi, 2013}, bul men were more heavily exposed to Coronavims, This
trend might correlale with the higher infection rate among Bangladeshi men
(Mossain, Juhid, Hossain, Walton, Uddin, Haque, Kabit, Aralat, Sakel, Faruqui
¢ Hossain, 2020y, The imerviewsaes also reparted thal men frequently [aced
moenetaty fines and punishment like baton charges by the police and ammed
forees for vielating lockdown miles,

The terviews also reflected that the sudden closure of public places and a lite
al pereeived captivity made men feel more constrained thun women because
they had never experienced long howrs confined o their homes. Cormpared Lo
them, the women we nlerviewed did not find the lockdown days very unusual
and unpleasant beeause they had heen taugeht to be homehound and avoud
public places us much as possible fom early childhood. So, restmelions on
human mobility did not brng much change to their lves, The study findings
confirm that rural wonien passed the manths with daily household chores like
they did hefore or by visiting netghbours, [n contrast, wban women spent
time ai home during the emcrgeney doing houschoid chores, conking speeial
dishes, watching media content, conversing with family members, or king
care of children and homg yardens. Overall, )it confined to the home was quile
‘relaxing” for women who were relicved of a fesw routing aciivities.

One homermaker {W1) stated:

Now, most of the activities my children engage i outside hawve
stoppud. Theretore, T huve more free tire, However, T have lost my
household help, and the burden of managing the family health and
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hvgiene has become heavier than before, Sull, the Coronavinis has
freed me more than before. T am now only Lending to the household
chores like cooking, ¢leaning, and taking care of my children.

Tr contrast, the cxperience of staying al home tor 24 hours was not pleazant
for many olher woman. It was primarily related to the heavy burden of daily
hemssehald chores. However, we wro not going to disvuss this in detail here
since much hus been eeported wbowt these super aclive homebound women
(e.z LN Women, 2020); we will instead refer to some other dizorders urkan
women encountered during the cnsis. The participants repeatedly talkued about
suftocation within the urban junalc, uneasiness with the newly intreduced
anline-based office, absence of proper working space (a3 gquiel and soparate
rooms were reserved for men), unavailability of reproductive health care
support; and ther parmer’s lack of cooperation, ephuncid demand, and
insalent attitude, Unlike thent ural women did not fecl vory differently thim
their previous mode of life, except handling the hassle ol managing food
and daily necessitics with the cesswion of men’s income, The most elderly
research participant (W33 reterred to the significance of age thar led o multiple
challenges:

At times, | [e] incradibly fustrated within [out walls. [ ] 1t has been
three months sinee | have seen the sun. At times, T feel ke a cuplive
inside my own bome. Considering the grave situation euiside, [ cuan
nol g out And as bam premy aged, 1 need to be extra garciul [due to
dighctes] [...] Now, I need to take online classes with the sludeats [of
a privaic wniversity]. Bul 1t i3 not that ewsy. [ am not that good wik
computers sud fechnologies. 1, therefors, remain imder a lot of menlul
BATCRS,

[ w similar vein, @ pregnant worman (W 100 shed light on her nesds and
chatlenges:

At timics. T start freling vory restless and suffocated. When 1t happens, ]
o0 to the haleony to el some fresh aiv. Beeause of my |2nd] pregnancy:,
my husband docs not even Lt me g0 to the wrace. Tle thinks 1t might
be overcrowded thera So. when T start fasling rosdess, the baleony is
the only place T can 2o to.

The urban womnen reported that they remained highly anxious about ther family
members’ Hves and healll jssues during the general holiday. According e the
oy inforimants, it was not thal men did not el worried about the direct covid
risks, hut hey were Jess apen to shacing their concerns. Lnterviews with wen
indicated hat the wrowing econenic precarily primarily moved them. They
fell upset aboul job losses, wage cuts. sudden unemployment, or the wneeriam
fulure of their livelihoods, Indeed, lockdown had become o sovare concan
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tor Banuladeshi men, especially peliy business holders and day laborers. Tt
infused, also reporad in several studies, 1 comdition of rising gender conllict
and vielence within the home [see Siful, 20200, A rnwal electrictan (M9}
describad;
1 had no meome [...] 1 bomowed BDT HLO00G from s persen. Now
[ must pay BI¥Y 50 as monthly interest tor BDT 1000, Whal am [
supposed o do [ necd three kilograms of rice every dav. How wall
[ buy it without any source of megme? Chaos has increased in my
family. One dav, my wite asked me for-conking oil, another day tor
fresh fish, T could not manage these and she stared scalding me; the
argirnent went on for 4 long time. | did non say anvthing. Finally, she
stopped. T the lockdown davs are nat ever soen, | will sienply zo mad.

Howevar, the lockdown davs wore not vory hammering (oc those men who
had a steady flow of ncome. "They took a cheerful break from the Tat race of
life, passed quality time with childron, emoved special meals prepared by the
lamily's women, browsad movie channels and Facehaook, took care of office
activities and professional up-gradation, and sometimes extended a little help
o houschold work, Thus, the subjecnve expeniences af the lockdown period
inliorm that on the one hand, physical and menlal healih pertls and cconomic
wilnerahility increased; on the other hand, Life becaine more enjovable w0 svme
wormen and men.

Managing the Covid-19 Disaster
Respanse to Lockdown Rirdes

According 10 the rescarch participanis, during the lockdown. o group of
sducatcd people living in Tdhaka showed the highest level of awarcnoss,
Thev consciously used masks or covered their faces with 4 hand or scarl aml
maintainad physical distanging strictly. Like them, educated people in the
torwrns wore aware ol matmaining distance, especiathy those who returned fom
[ Yhales. Chawside Tihaka, the reidents of Khagrachari district showed gwaroness
by carrying safery essentials. Adherence to the preventive direenves was the
lowest in remote villages, where the infeclion rale was alse minimal. A voung
man (M3 revlected on the existing situation in the Sundaran area:

Around 70% ol people of the locabity are not aware ot Covid- 19, They
think Coronavims will not attack them or do much e them, Allab wll
save them they sayv. They are ignorant, mest of them do not have any
glucalion. Mavbe that 1= why they do not carg.

Our feldwork aifirms that wormen obeyed the lockdown measurcs properiy,
capuctally the rules of staying athome, wearing masks. and maintaimmg physical
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distancing. Opposcd 1o this, men parlicipated i games within open spacss or
Tooked for a chance (o mect Mends at bozars during the steingent lockdown,
Oine reason was thelr normative gender responsibility, bat many wentl ou of e
home even when there wis no emergeney. Men rarely maintained a distance
of s1x Leet in public places: the directive was followed only when the police
¢ame. Lhey becamne more reluctant when administrative control aver public
[ glaried dimmmashing afler sround one manth of lockdown, particutar]y afier
the re-opening of the shopping malls befure Eid in bMay.

Mitigating DNsaster Rishs and Impact

Chur findings demomatrate thal women wone more kaly to adapt to the more
prodective behaviour and fellowed prdection guidelines more closely {alsa
see the study of Chang, 2020). Among them, urhan educated women were
more active. For reducing chances ot infaction, they took extra care of home
cleaning and sanitising, hand washing, and eestricting family members from
going outside. Moreover, they emphasised on a healthy diet, maditation,
praver, herbal medicine, and physical exercise o keep their family members
physically and mentally fit. W the womasn we quoted before, said:

1 am irying Lo do everything | know fo cuth o potenlisl Corona atiack.
I"m1 making masala tea mixing various spices, herbal leaves, honey,
ote. We have thar tea several times a day. T take garlic. ginger and
honey every moming before having breaklust, Adso, | huve finished
a three- -day course in homeopathy. 1 have stared several medicines,
including Napa, anditizstamines, Vitamin C1ablets, ane supplaments,
ete. I'm praving to Cod.

Tnterviews further revealed that men living in whan nuclear families also
managed health and hvgizne essentials. 5till, thefr contribution was negligible
bacause thay were not experts in taking care of womanly tasks. However,
women's unpaid care work way the most vital support to the Corona victims.
Although some cases were reported o the media of helpless patients being
abandoned by family members, our data suggests thut during the emenzency
pariod, Covona patients suvived primarily drwwny on the nursing of ol
wiomen and the support from relatives and foends, In s fiow cases where
wormen themselves became infected. the gender gap disappeared; family men
shouldered the responsibility, & Covid- T8 survivor (W3} stated:

Personusily, 1 did not wanl all ol them W kooew aboot me. Because
news of the Coronavirus was tecrifying and everyone would become
anxious when they heard about it None of my friends knew about nry
illness either. | chosa not to break this nows io anyone apart from my
cxlemded family. Bue those who knew aboul 11 responded positively.
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They hept praying lorme L] They called me eegularly, Whale talking
to them ever the phone, my time used to spend well inside quarantine.
I worked #s mental strength for me. The family works as tremendous,
support during crises | ... ]. When T was in quarantine, mey husharcd
uzad to wake up hetore me. Tirst, he used to serve boiled gos 10 me
followed bv a cup of herbal tea. Tater, he bowght borled water Tor me,
Tz alse kept a cable i fromt ol my rown,

Alonge will Lhis, both men and women participated in conimunity care during
B pandenmie. Using the digital platform. men raised social awareness about the
virus while women mostly confined themazealves to the care of Corona-alfeeied
peapte, They olfered mental support to their friends and neighboaurs and pasacd
little financial belp 1o 1the nearesl people who had lost jobs due to the crisiz, Tor
fewer Lamily responsibilitics, men we intervicwed spent approximately meao
houes dailv tow comraumiy work while women could spend around one hour.
A leey informant (K13, the comvenor of g home-based worker’s association,
reflected on his activitios s

Since the armival of the pandemic, T have been s busy that T Faled 10
miah Ay ime W meel my ooly duughter in the past three monrhs. Evary
dlay, | lalk to my wifa over the phone only once |...] The mast sigmifcan
pressure has been heiping our members. [ ] We asked Lhe poor membery
net to come our of their homes. Inylead, we oy to send relisf goods w
therr ey, T have lost count of days and nights. 1 get no tims eo reat,

intemet ecess and mobile phones allowed worien and men in tuzal snd urban
Aty to comnect with people outside and extend support. Thes connectivity also
helped Lhem to reduce personal stress and shocks, In the urban areas, atfuent
individuals and youth groups were active o delivering emergency reliet to
impoverished people. The crisis was acule mihe rural arcas, where there were
anly a tew peopte o support the poaor. Tolerview puriicipants complained aboue
grabbing aavernment relich malenals by powerful men in their villages (LIP
chairman & member) or disitibuting those to thair zcquaintances. 1Towaver
as they conveyed, some women's cooperatives supplied essential relief items
1 their member fumilies. Volunteers, especially young men, supporied the
rurad comununity by motivating people to follow public health guidehnes and
providing themn with tood, tace masks and hand sanitisers. Ong of them (ME)
deseribed his activities during the pandemic:

[ am helping my Tamily [by (aking part m household agriculniral
activitics alongside his fFather] and doing semething tor my community.
Timed 10 make people conscious abowt Covid-19. T tried to make thern
wware of the preventive measures. ANer colleciing money from a tew
people in my neiwork, Tdisinbuted stight relief amang poor people.
This 13 how [ am trving to help the peeple of my localily,
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T recapitulate, the narraitves ol days in the pandemic mirror tvpical masculng
and feminine images. comventional gender roles, private-public dichatomy, and
significanl diferences botween women and men. Parallelly. the conlradictions
stimulate counting the risks, chatlenges, and harmys encountered by particalar
aroups of women wnd men during the public health emenrency, Thiscomplexity
leads To not just assumming wonken are more valnerable to disasters than men,
bl 1o noderstand carefully how wedividoal somen and men live throush s
catasirophe differently (Bradshaw, 20135,

Conclusion

This arlicle explores individual subjectivities, vuinerabilines, and resilience
in the comlext of the Covid-19 pandemic o Bangladesh., Ty analysing
the nurratives of the research paricipants. i shows that the perceptinns,
experiences, and rosponses to the unprecedenled Jisaster are gendered, and
vary among dilTerent social groups.

Lhe narratives cited in this article represent wornen as “tioid” and “emotional”,
henee more concerned about Corons relaled threats, In contrazt, “brave™ men
remained less care [ul abouchealth impacts, butthey expressed the maostsigniticant
coneern 2o economic inseeurity like ‘rational” subjects, Similarly, as disasier
marea s, women primartly uplilied the comventinnal caregiving role, whoreas
men mastly worked for the wider community (Momsen, 1991} lmplicil here
1 the argument that age-old gender norms, beliets, and practices continue to
shaps wormnen's and men’s behaviour and aciions cven during a disaster or an
emergeney. AL the same time, by emploving an iferseetivnal Tens, this article
shows ihul mdividuals had been subjected to ditferenual vulnerabihny during
ihe first wave ol the Covid-14 disaster (Bradshaw, 2003, Thiz disparily was
determined net anly by gender dilference but also by other factory such s age,
educilion, nccupation and income, relizious beliet. and disasier managemaeni
policics and interventions m Jillerent logations. This article vividly portrays the
negds and challenges of some speetlic gproups. including peor men, the cldery.
premmanl wornen, wives and mothers during the emergency. Simullancously.
it bringzs to the fore various resilient aclors within the home and communiy.,
Their power e ability 0 keep moving on withour adequats emergency reil,
zocial protection, or therapeutic intervention undeubiedly conteibuted to halting
ssumaed devastations of the pandsmic in Bangladuesh,

Based on the study Andings, we suggest a low recommendations. Firsl,
during an emergency, women and men’s gender-specific needs and
challenges should be idemtified and addressed. Second. cmergency aid
and healthcare services should reach the mwst vulnerable groups who
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need inumediale care and support. By obsereing the prolimged pertod of
the pandemic, we finally suggest that people, respeciive of gender and
uther differences., shoukd be mobilized to become more aware of personal
profection. At the same time. they should be encouraged to play aclive roles
in supporting disaster-prone citizens by unilising scientific knowledge. an
empathetic artitude, existing secial and fnancial capital, and mlommation
andd communication technologics.
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