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Abstract: As literature is the porirait of the society, our aim and object of this
paper is to uncover the life of the working women in the ancient and medieval
Bengal, as depicted in literature of that period. As a prelude, economic and
secial condition of Bengal is discussed in brief. Life on the one side was full of
pornp and luxury and on the other it was full of want and austerity. But the
woman had to struggle hard for the uplifiment of their own life and of the
society too. As Bengal was mainly of agro-based culture, women had to
participate in agricuitural production. Society was divided into different
professional sections, where women were active participants in their own
society. They worked inside the house and also in the outside and in the fields.
Ancient and medieval Bengali literature depicts the women in various works,
profession and activities — whatever they do, they were self-contented with
their work and their contribution to the society. .

It is commonly said that literature is the portrait of the
society. In Bengali literature between the eighth and twelfth
centuries well as between twelfth and eighteenth centuries, apart
from the contemporary historical accounts, travelogues and
biographical works, we find the picture of the social and cultural
life of ancient Bengal. These literary sources are generally used
for reconstruction of the socio-cultural life of Bengali women of
both the old and medieval period. Our aim and object of this
paper is to uncover, in particular, the life of the wofking women
in that period. As a prelude, economic and social condition of
Bengal may be discussed first.

With a plenty of alluvial soil and industrious people,
Bengal was one of the richest countries in the East. The
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introduction of Muslim rule, beginning in the thirteenth century,
contributed much to its economic life. In the pre-Mushm period,
Bengal was politically disintegrated. The Muslim rule “not only
integrated the Bengali people into one political platform and
contributed to the development of a common social and cultural

‘life, but stimulated their progress and prosperity in economic
life as well™." -

Gold and silver coins were very rare in the past. Only
cowries (small shells) were in circulation as the medium of
transaction. The economic life of the city was quite different
from that of the village. During the reign of Vijoysen (12ﬁl
century) rich women in the cities used to wear gold, silver and
jewels, whereas the village girls had no opportunity even to see
such things. They used to wear indigenous ornaments made of
different seeds, weeds, palm-leaves, beads and flowers. In
contemporary literature of that period, we find so many
descriptions of poverty and austerity in village hife. In his Arya
Saptasati Gobardhan Achariya (12" century) describes how a
village women having no winter clothes, made a fire and kept it
lit for the whole night, in spite of ashes covering her tender skin
and in spite of tears caused by smoke (Poem no.304). In another
poem by. an anonymous poet, we see the husband of a village
girl feeling somry at seeing his wife begging to an unwilling
neighbour for a needle to sew her only torn cloth. A poor mother
is seen in a poem by poet ‘Bar’ praying to-the Almighty, so that
she can feed her hungry children for one hundred days with only
one piece of bread. ' '

In Sheikh Shubhodaya, we find that the king himself is
professing austerity in everyday life. King Vijoysena says that
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he is a fortunate man when he has in his home a wife and
children, a broken earthen pot to drink with some rice.

But we find that in cities, life was, on the contrary, full of
pomp and luxury. In Charyapada, between the ninth and eleven
century, the early specimen of Bengali literature, the term Nagar
or city was referred to a prosperous village. In this text one can
find a vivid picture of urban life. People induiged in luxury.
They had singers, dancers and prostitutes to entertain them and
polygamy (poem no.10) was in vogue too. Even the morality of
the housewives was bad. We see that a (Tr.) “daughter-in-law,
who is afraid of the crow in the day time, goes out at night to
meet an amorous friend”  (Tr. of poem no.2): a2 I8fE =113
i o/ 9% == FF @, In one poem we find paradox of
life “I have no rice in the pot, but I go out to entertain others”>.

2jfee T R AR WERF (Tr. of poem no. 33).

During Muslim rule, between thirteenth and eighteenth
centuries, & remarkable degree of prosperity could be observed.
(Gold and silver coins were abundantly in circulation. In general', '
people were better off. An examination of the contemporary
 Bengali literature will' reveal a glorious picture. The

Manasamangal of poet Vipradas (15" century) gives us this
picture: : : '

Therme FF 5 N
CONRTICR TR T 9 | -
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(Tr.) “The servant often prepares sweet betel-leaf{Pan) and
applies perfumes of musks and sandals on her body. One
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attendant fha_ssages her legs, the other indulges in flatteries and ‘

another is engaged in waving the fan to give her relief in hot -

summer days”.‘(Vipradas, Manashamangal, 17" century).

In aristocratic societies, the lady of the house did not cook
herself. She used to keep many helpers (ABF-f6st). In
Chandimangal (16" century) of Mukundaram, there is a
reference 10 a rich lady busy in tasting the curries, while the
slave-girl cooks (f3f4 vIcd <1t T FCF).

The people were generous in entertammg guests. In one
text we find that about fifty curries® were prepared for a few
persons. People spent extravaganily in marriage ceremonies too.
Those people who spent unnecessarily in the marriage ceremony
of a daughter or a son were condemned in Chaitanya Bhaga-
bat’

Trade and commerce flourished in this period. The Padma-
Puran by Vijoygupta (15" century) gives a graphic description
of Chandsowdagar’s commercial voyage to Sri Lanka. The

" various commodities, which filled his fourteen boats, consisted

of precious stones, cotton and jute clothes, fruits, drugs, grains

- and livestocks. The merchants bartered these for utensils, ivory,

conch-shell etec. In Mukudaram’s Chandimangal, the merchant
Dhanapati was secen saying: ‘I would get white Chamry in
exchange for jute and hemp - B = AW 499 BiNE AR, We also
find Fullara, a fowler-woman, bartering the skin of a deer for a

rough wrapper in a local market: ‘ZH TWA AT IS TAGUA
‘Mukundaram’s Chandimangal (16® century). The economic

life of the working people was not easy going. For economic
security they used to live in joint fammlies, In Malfua, one

|l
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heroine of Mymensingh Ballads, we find five brothers and their
wives living a very happy joint-family life. In Krishnakirtan, the
mother-in-law was hostile (TR =%8), but in Chandimangal
both father-in-law and mother-in-law of Fullara were very
loving: Fullara goes to the market herself and sells meat, thus
contributing to the earmngs of the family. :

Contemporary literature also show that the cost of living
was very low. Chandikavya of Dwiza Madhab (16™ century)
gives the following account of expenditure incurred in
celebrating the marriage of an ordinary person:

2 pieces of small cloth 20 cowries
Pan (betcl-leaf) . 4 cowries
Khayer (Katha) 4 cowries
Lime 2 cowries
Vermilion 4 cowries
Khuina (ordinary saree) 18 cowries
(8, 000 cowries amounted to :
one Rupee) . _
Total 52 cowries

Ibn Batuta, the famous traveler, who visited Bengal in the
fourteenth century, mentioned the price of the follomng articles
'in his travel account:”:

1 maund rice |1 anna 9 pies
1 maund of sugar 1 rupee
' + 7 annas
Tcow ' ' 3 rupees
15 yard of fine cotton-cloth |2 rupees =
1 fat fowl = 1 anna
1 haund of Ghee ' Trupee 7 annas
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The cheapness of necessary articles prevailed down to the
time of Shaesta Khan, Governor of Bengal (17" century) when
rice sold at two annas per maund.®

Agriculture was always the principal occupation in Bengal.
In old Bengali literature, we find the details of cultivation and
also so many aphorisms embodying the agnicultural wisdom of
the people: '

(a) “ci €, BT A"

"The paddy thrives in the sun and the beiel-leaf in the
shade" (Khana, c. 10" century).

(b) “ME M AT S 1

- oS qITS 4t 949 17
“If the paddy plant gets sun-shine by day
and showers by night, it grows rapidly" '
(Khana, c.10" century).

Women also actively participated in agricultural
production, specially in the act of husking rice. Dhenki or the
rice-husking pedal was once considered as an indispensable
domestic implement.” ;

-wm_a@aﬁréﬁswl
ARRI TR -

Tr. The housewife who has no "Dhenki’ or a pedal in her
house, is branded as forsaken by luck (Apherism of “Dak”, ¢
2% century).
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Common farmers were well-to-do no doubi, but the fate of
their harvest was often uncertain, because of drought or for other
adverse natural phenomenon. The land was very fertile and the
people worked very hard. Farmers undertook intensive
cultivation for every kind of food-crop, which they needed for
the whole year. They grew in abundance not only jute, rice or
cotion, but also vegetable, oil-seeds, cereals, lentlls pcpper
garlic, onion, cumin, parsley etc.

Women also took part in producing vegetable and fruits
‘within their compound:

ﬁmﬁmmmw|
2 T2 BIte e T FG1 |

“Everybody wears cloth made of jute -silk, _
Every roof is decorated with gold -like pumpkins™
(Sheikh Faizullah, 16 century™ ).

Every village was self-sufficient. In Mukundaram’s
Chandikavya (16™ century), we find a growing village inhabited

‘by the people of various profession. The village had every

essential for a decent livelihood. The author listed the following
professions in his work:

Tanti or jola (weavers) Tambuli or Barui (pan or betel-leat
sellers. and growers), Goala (dairy-producer), Khatibs of
Maktabs (teachers of Muslim religious institutiori—). Tol-Pundit
of Pathsala (Hindu or Buddhist teacher of primary level). Mudi |
(shop-keeper or grocers), Malakar (garland-maker) Kamar
(Blacksmith) Bene, (gold and silver omament-maker) Jele
(fishermen) Ganak, (Astrologer and fortune-teller). Kabiraj,
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_(Physician using herbal medicine or the follower of dyurvedic
- system of treatment) Teli (the oil-seed crushers), Siuli (maker of
molasses from date-juice), Dhobha (washer-man), Mukeri. (the
Carter), Pithari (the rice-cake-maker). Kabari (the fishmonger).
Tirkan (the maker of 'war-weapons), Chutar (the carpenter),
Kagozi (the paper-maker), Kalander (the conjurer or juggler of
" animals like tiger and bear), Maulana (the performer of religious
and marriage functions in Muslim society), Rangrej (the colour
manufacturer or dyers) etc."”

It is found that production formed the basis of village
economy. For every professional family, there was a fixed area
in the village, which was called ‘Para’, e.g. Kumar-para (the
potter’s area), Telipara (oil producers area), etc. There were
some pi‘ofessions in the village in which every- member of the
family used to take part jointly. .Mosf of the trades and
professions were carried on through genertion. "

It is commonly believed that in medieval period, women
were thie ido] of beauty and pleasure. Of course, we have seen in
the medieval Bengali literature, people wrote page after pages to
describe the beauty of the heroine. Even we have seen, the hero
fainted, not seeing the heroine physically, but only hearing the
beauty of the girl' as in ‘Padmavati’ of Alaol or secing the
picture of the girl as in Satimaina of Daulat Kazi (17 century).

It is interesting to note that, the poets described the beauty
of women which represented not the beauty of a girl but nearly
an exefcise of similes. Similes, in most cases, were drawn from
the traditional poetic-diction, which showed no difference
between the beauty of a man or 2 women. As for example,
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Alaol, one of the .greatest poets of the medieval Bengal, while

describing the beauty of his patron, Magon Thakur (¥ 3igs),

he had drawn a series of similes like forehead with second-night

moon, brows with a bow, eyes with the blue lotus, ears with the
vulture, nose with a beak of the bird called *shuk’, teeth with

pearls, lips with the fruit called ‘Bandhuli,” sweetness of the :

voice with that of cuckoo, neck with a conch-shell and waist
with that of a lion.

Such deseription is similar to of any heroine or hero in the

medieval Bengali poems. But it is observed that, while
describing the virtues or activities of a women, she is
represented as a human being with abilities and qualities. There
arf_:. so many references in the old-Bengali literature, where,
women ot house-wives depicted as an idol of sincenty, duty and
family-administration.

Bengali women are simple, sincere, hospitable and devoted
by nature. Natural phenomenon, like cyclone, drought, flood,
etc. have taught the womenfolk of our country to cope with all
adverse circumstances of life. The preparedness of Bengali
women o sacr‘iﬁce; has been praised through the ages:

TS aie Teeat TG
. 1 SjfRefTe @ TS
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47 AR T AR |
T T SR ReT 1

(Tr: “The house -wife, who cooks sweet dishes and cuts
the vegetables very fine, never fails in life. She is eager to serve
the guest to her utmost capacity.In sunny days, she uses thorns
for cooking and saves the hays for bad days ie. the rainy
seasons. The good housewife goes with a pitcher on her waist to
bring water, keeping her eyes to the ground, never locking at
other’’).

In this quotation, we find different qualities of a
housewife skilled in cooking, precision in cutting vegetables,
home-management, m entertaining the guest, economuc¢ and
frugal in using fuels and modest in attitude towards the strangers
while doing outdoor works.

To a Bengali women, the house-hold duties are like holy
duties and she goes to perforni her duties in the morning
purifying herself by the moming bath. In a popular Ballad of
Mymensing, "Kazal Rekha" (c.17%-18" century) we find" :

“Ceire BT T TSI W T |
UG @ [E T T TR 9 1|
T 2R T @ WIZST T A A
IR 1 2l Wl W@ Wem I

(Tr: “Leaving her bed early in the moming, she takes
her bath and goes to the kitchen, pure in mind and body. After-
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* doing-up her hair and dressing tightly, she cleans her home with
river-water”). ' '

In old Bengali texts, we find so many references to Bengali
wife’s fidelity. Poets have composed many aphorisms or wise-
sayings about the relation between husband and wife or a man
and a woman: '

“ oy Sty A &% FREFe.....
T #3hT T 4T &I
. R AE I A A 7

(Tr: “It is the divine law that the women is other half of the
man. Women is the body and the man is the soul: a body without
soul is of no use”. .

“syefEd R e SR8 w7

“The virtues of a house-wife contribute to he smooth

running of the house -hold affairs of farmer”."

Agriculture was always the principal occupaﬁoh in Bengal.
In old and medieval Bengali literature, we find not only the
details of cultivation but also so many, wise saymgs, embodying
the agricuitural wisdom of the people. Women also actively
participated in agricultural production, specially in the act
of husking rice. '

Dhenki or husking pedals or a grinder of pulses and
spices were absolutely essential in every house, as it had so
many uses other than the agricultural purposes. Dhenkies were
used for grinding charcoals, for making Tikka for smoking
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Hukka or for making gun-powder or Barud, materials used in
fire-works. Home-made papers were made from the pulp
pounded by Dhenkies by the paper-makers’ wives.

The renowned scholar Abdul Karim Shahitya Bisharad”
once expressed his experience of hearing the sound of pulp-
making and the noise of village-girls working with the Dhenkies
in his young age. ' .

In old Bengali literature, we find that women were not only
depicted as sincere, loving and faithful, but also as active
members of the family, working from dawn to dusk for the
welfare of her kith and kin. We can trace many references from
the medieval Bengali literature of women engaged in different
work or gccupations.

Cooking was 'alway's_regarded as an inherent skill or talent
" for an efficient housewife, whether she is single, divorced or
widow, earns her daily food and clothmg by herself, or depends
on the male members earmng If she is married, or grown up,
she feels that cooking is her holy duties. Poets also described
¢laborately, the culinary achievements of traditional Bengali
women. Such poetic descriptions are available in Chaiytanna
Bhagabot of Brindabandas, Dharmamangal of Ghanaram
Chakravarti, Chandimangol  of  Mukundaram  and
Annadamangol of Bharat Chandra Roy-Gunakar. Poets even
gave a long list of different items of curries and sweets and even
some cooking recipes too. '

The culture of culinary art of making a variety of sweet_;
pies, rice-cakes, generally called pithas, are favoured by almost
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all Bengali women. A mother-in-law makes pithas with
pleasures. Pitha-making, as a pfbfessioﬁ, can be traced in
Chandimangol (16" century):.Po1 Gfbm am =0z 5@ (Tr) She
earns her daily-bread by selling sweet pies and delicious -
Pithas.”

Bengali fairy-tales, foik-ballads, nursery rhymes, all tell us
of beautiful and artistic designs on such rice-cakes, popularly
known as Nakshi-pitha. In “Kajal-Rekha'we find

T =S 45t TG T ST |
I T 7 1 6TRT WIS | 1
e v T 1 fccs s

- T R e bR e

(Tr). She prepares different kinds of cakes, all of nice
flavour. She prepares a moon-shaped cake calied Chandra-Puli.
She also makes a cake, Khir-Puli by name, full of milk-cream
and sweetened with sugar syrup (Dinesh Chandra Sen, Purba
Vanga Gitika vol.11. Pp. 371-377).

Crisp-Rice or Muri has always been a favourite national-
snack for the common people of Bangladesh. It needs particular
skill in making Muri, which is passed on from generation to
generation. It is prepared by the women exclusively. We find
references of Muriwali in Gupi Chandrar Sannyas of Sukur
Mahmud (18" century). Chira is also used by the patients of
stomach- ailments and. Khai "-LB"- was favoured by all with
curd made of buffalo’s milk. Mdaya heroine of Mukundaram in
her family- way says®; ' '
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In literary references we find, women were also the sellers
of dairy-products. The heroine of Baru Chandidasa’s
Krishnakirtan (c. 15" century) Radha was a member of a dairy
producer’s family. In this medieval-Bengali texts, the heroine is
frequently called as Goali or Goalini. The story of Radha vividly
reflects the life and activities of common women of that time. A

“recent publication by BARD?- supplies us with modem
involvement of women in milk- cow -rearing which is very
much productive for improving a single woman’s destitute-life.

In another medieval Bengali classic, Chandimangal of
Mukundaram, we see the heroine Of one episode, Khullana goes
to the field for grazing her goats, alone without proper food and
shelter for the whole -day:-

2SIte T =19 1 Bl 45 )
BT [ AT T =S TR

- Fullara, the heroine of the first episode of Mukundaram’s
. Chbandimangal (16* century), who was the daughter of a hunter
and was married to another young hunter named Kal-Ketw. Her
husband was very poor. She had to carry on the whole business
of selling the animal’s flesh, specially dear’s meat, her husband
could procure™, ' ' '

Though Ckandimangal is a story of goddess Chandi, it
reveals a picture of a society, where women were not confined
within the four walls of her house. It ean be inferred that, such
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activities as tending domestic animals, were not under-valued by
the society, which accepted help from women. Such classic roles
of women, as exemplified in every myth and the ballads of old
Bengal, shows that, their place in society was very significant
and it can be held up as a model of ideal womanhood even-in

modern times. Poet Abdul Hakim (17" century) also criticises a .

pretty woman,,,,n without character or common sense as of no
use. Idiots are like an animal who are maintained by menfoik or
male guardian’s earning solely, but destroys the prestige of her
master-—-“TAE= WX THET TR T A FeAes , & @ w
(TS FTEee) and “HC @A WS W T A4/ ©1E G A
et W <A | (AT FR] - W YR d4- e,

It is observed that, every woman of the family had
participation in ali house-hold duties. Such a reference 1s
available in the Mymensingh Ballad (17" -18* century)-Om Zv
KviU avb fvib kvioxti jBqvO Tr.She,with her mother-in law,
husks the rice and spins the thread for weaving' their clothing’s.
From 14™ to 19" centuries, spinning was looked upon as
women’s job by the family tradition. Among the poems, which

. mention this job are Mymensingh Ballad, Dharmamangal and

Gopi Chander Gan.

It is also interesting to note that women had a major share
in the finest part of Moslin cloth weaving:

“ The delicacy of touch that it required, inspired the

women of a weavers family to spin the finest yam by employing .

their natural patience, gentleness and hereditary skills. These
women who acquired this skill, by practice through generations
were mostly the Eastern Bengali women".?
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Brokers were engaged for supplying ‘Moslin’s to traders or
dealers. In one list of brokers, quoted by Dr. A. Karim in his
book Dhakai Moslim_we find a name of a brokeT as Sonamoyee
Dalal®* 1 wonder, whither this name of the broker is a women’s
name or not ? '

From the early Buddhist period women of Dom patni
section (Charya Pada) were expert in making baskets. These
 baskets were usuaily made by women of all ages without any
male’s help. Women were also used to sell their baskets from
door to door. In a poem, a ‘women proudly claims that..... "gHAl
poS &/ R R Y weem TR, This is the occupation of
her caste. She roams from dawn to dusk to sell her bamboo
products. Another woman says:

T) “Sm wH AR SN s oo/ ;e pfe e FEe v
zre..... Sl 7 I don’t get any financial help from my husband
or beloved one’s. I earn my daily food from the sweat of my '_
brow’.

ar)“ammw%wﬁmwm/wwmmm;m
%ﬁwﬁ/@ﬁmgﬁfﬁmﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ/@mw
TR @ 9w/ T g @d 4% oPiEre =7 '

. Women of Bangladesh, specially in Chittagong, Noakhali,
Comilla, Khulna, Barisal and Jessore-were skilied in making
diffferent kinds of floor covering and mats. The women of
Faridpur, Mymensingh and Sylhet are also skilled from inherent
interest in floor-mats. Shital pati.etc. These areas were abundant

in different kinds of reeds from which mats were made of.

Variety of mats are known as mola (crety Hogla, (M)
Madur, (\9& } Chatai ( made of Bamboo) and Pati ete. In one
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Baliad of Mymensingh, Malua, we find a reference of Shitalpati
pati--" W3S Trce e A Ten Re/ arem fave Ficg suw@a e
iC '

Shitalpati is still popular as soothing fan in hot summer
dé.ys. These mat-makers were also efficient in making hand-fans
or Hat Pakha from palm-leaves and bamboos. Many exquisitely-
woven designs and folk-motifs are reflected on these
handicrafis. '

Kantha or quilt-making is a known and traditional skill to
the women of Bangladesh. Traditionally, house-wives made
various kind of quilts from torn cloths to keep themselves and
their baby’s body warm during the cold -winter-nights. Small
quilts are used as baby’s napkins as well. Sometimes they did
beautiful works in the Kanthas. The body and the border of
Kanthas had artistic designs made with coloured threads, which
are popularly known as Nakshi- kantha meaning embroidered
quilts or bed spreads.-

Every cultivator’s wife or daughters of old and medieval
Bengali involved .in processing jutes. Women separate, clean
and dry the jute-plants kept immersed in water. In fact, even
now, most of the work relating to the processing of jute at home, .
- is done by women. A folk-song deseribes:

m-am,m’fi,-
NG TifEge 5o
4% G I 9T Fay Fom w1 1
AT AR BTG FI5---
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(Tr.) “Oh come sister, come, come /Let’s go and separate
the jute from the stem./ I shall sell this jute and buy silver -
ornament for my ankles. / This jute ' gives rice and clothes, /Jute
gives us Dhakai Sari (Sari made in Dhaka)/ It is because of the
wealth of jute, /That my house is beautiful and well-built.”
(Traditional folk-songs of Bangladesh)™

W. W. Hunter described 76 women Gunny-bag- makers
who were in Dhaka Division during 19™ century.¥

Apart from '"Barai’ in Sree Krishna Kirtan’, we find other
. ‘Dasees’ or ‘Bandees’ and ‘Bua’s in other texts, e.g. ‘Heera’ in
Bharat Chandra’s ‘Annada- Mangal’, ‘Raina’ in Sati’ Maina Lor
Chandrani’, Padma in ‘Lalmoti Saifil Mulk’, ‘Hetubati’ in ‘Laili
Majnu’. Their main role was to communicate the heroines love
to the hero or vice versa. Sometimes they provided the source of
consolation or sympathy to the heroines when they were
deserted or disappointed in love.

In medieval Berigal, women did not only engage
themselves in lighter jobs, they were also found carrying heavy
loads of dirty clothes for washing purpose. In Vijoygupta.’s
Padma puran®™ (15" century). We find the daughter of a washer-

" man, washing clothes in the pond. (s <8 Tty Tq=ia Fa)
They emploved indigenous methods for washing.
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We find in the same book. (“T°1R Fore FHE T T &A™
“The washer -women washes her clothes with alkali and ashes of
Kalabash of banana plant’”

During 8™ -18" centuries, a class of Bengali women used to
ply boats. The act of rowing was very popular among the Dom-
Caste. They eamed their daily-bread by this job (53 tmat W%
9] T 3’ (Tr.) I am a ferry-women, 1 ferry people and get
cowri as fair. :

The landless women of medieval Bengal, had a hard life,
- finding no other altemative to eam their living expenses. Some
poor women used to collect pieces of wood and sell them in the
nearest market. In Sardamangal®. A poet. Dayaram, (17°
ceniury), a mother adopting a child, says-“I shall rear this child
by selling wood myself in the market” “Ir=ia wWhw FH sk
AT |

Another poem in the Mymensing Ballad, depicts a picture
of a happy wood-seller’s family:- ¥i3fmt Sl <2izaCs oy
ol el =1 i W omat 4 1

In the past, when printing machine was unknown to the
people, hand -written manuscripts were the only media of
writing. The meticulous work of copying was done by the
- copyist, both amateur and professionals. We know of another
copyist among women in the colophon of an old Bengali
manuscript Laili Majnu, we find the name of the copyist as
Rahimunesa who was herself a poet. We know also of oné
manuscript called Prembilash, copied by the Queen of Bana
Bishnupur. Jamila Gazi and Japela Gazi presumably two sisters
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copied the manuscript named Lalmoti Saiful-Mulk of Pargana
Roshnabad,® now preserved in the Bangla Academy library.

Compared to the agricultural, poultry maintaming and
multifarious activities of women in medieval Bengal, we have
quoted here only a short list of occupations of old and medieval
Bengal. We have seen, women enjoyed their house-hold duties
along with the other members of the family. One women was
proud of her work inhabited by her caste or creed, women
worked sometime inside the house and sometime in open fields,
beside and unknown male-person, some times they went door to
door * for selling cosmetics, omaments jewelleries and pink
pearls etc. who were known as (IRF) Banikinee. There were
also some women, who used to play with the orphan child, told
stories, rhymes and fairytales to'the children in letsure time to
the neighbour homes and were called SEP (play-lady). Of
course, there were appreciation for the work done by house-
wives or self-employed wornen ii‘respective of caste & creed.

Efficient women were always busy wherever they were. In

one proverb if is said------ (45T Y TIEN TR Tol I T

ST T6RTS 911 : (Tr.) "1 am busy in father -in- laws house with a

pitcher in my waist and when I came to father’s house ---—-1 am

busy with husking pedals’”. In a proverb used by the wormen-

-f‘plk, we find an ovation to a women, who does her work
~satisfactorily ---*{0o% T wiwa R */ G T WH BR 17

There is no appi‘eciation 1o a mother for a son, but alj the
appreciation are for a teenager or for a matured girl who
presenis good output, performing her inherent guality of nursing
Ether'a'ilihg family members, managing the cleaning, cooking and
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house-hold duties or helping the on-gomg students of Maktabs,
Tols or Pathsalas for their kith and keen.

On the other hand, there are so many age-old aphorisms
among the Women-folk censuring the useless and idle women.
As for example %) “3g I T 75/ S FHee wed 1” (Tr.)
“The daughter in law is expert in her work when she is eager to
cut the pumkin-—-- the easiest job in cutting the vegetables” =) -
SRy 2Ce Aff ] Mg Fw-- (Tr.) “The kai fish also shed tears
being the victim of unskilled cook or being dependant to an idle
fish- cleaner. '

In conclusion, we can say that in the ancient and medieval
Bengali society, traditionally women had their work with job-
satisfaction in it and they had the apprec:latlon for the good work

~ and censure for the badwork.
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