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Abstract
Creer the span ol the Covid-19 pandemie, mare than eighreen
millian case: have been reported worldwide and the vitos
continues o allecl popolations globally. While akempting o
ailapt to the rapidly changing environmend proups have been
tahing advantage of the now social contexd thar the pancd s
created. Cruminals, (or mstunce, swined an opportunity
maximize profite. With a qualivuve leny, and knowledse
dedved from scecadary scurces, the paper depicls the
evolving global and Bangladeshi crimvinal landscape during
Lha 210 century, Dhiring the pandemic, sudden social chiange,
unemplovment and limited rasonrces plungsd people iow
noeyvele of misery. The new enviromment atfected rraditional
eme patterns, and near wvpes of crimes emerged. The
paper emphaseass on how the pandemic exvpanded crimina’

appartunies m Bangladesh and worldwide.

Kevwords: Violent crime, Propeoy  coime, Cvhererime,
Trunsmatiomal ceimne. Wildlifs crieme, [laie crume

Inireduction

The global populatien has been allecied by the Covid- 19 pandemic, regardloss
of location. It has had a remarksble impact on various groups of people and
brings existing inequalitics w the orefront of discussion. In addition w a
high death mate, the pandemic had devastaling linancial effects on vulnerable
populaiions, including the elderly, wornen, childron, and people of different
sthtigiies, The beginming of Covid-19 profoundly affected emotions of
penple, mflucneed the actions of law-abiding eitteens and criminals alike. Due
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tu Lhe pandemic, mamerous lives. economue getivitics, and the foundations of
hurran existence were Llosl, Even Lhough more people staved at home. criminal
activities incredsed simullancously. Because of the offences assoctaled with
Convid-19, soetal orders and recurity organizations fuced sevoral dificulnies.

Ifwetake a look at signifivant scenes in the glabal arena, cities such s Vancouver
£AW AN ncredse 1 violeno crime, assault, arson, robbery, and thafl as a result of
the popularity ol Corona, with assault, robbery, amd maschiclheing particularly
prevalent {Bula, 2022). During the Covid pepod, hate crimes against Asians
in London mercasad by almoest 180%, In March-April 2020, thers were aver
20000 rucial haee crimas, a 15 percend nercase from the previouy wear (brange,
2021 In addition, violence and wape against women increased spmmificantly
in Fnaland since the outbrocak bogan. 1t can be understood by the imercasing
nutnber of vietims whe Ole coraplaints; given that the domesie abuse groweh
raze 15 seven dand the number of casas axceeded seven million, Also, the rare
of rape cases was higher than that of olher sexual effences, which was 3T%.
According Lo a study, approximately 17,300 rape-related crimes were reporled
herwesn Aprik and June (Sval. 20217, During the pandemic, it is also impoertant
tr note thal the rate of organized erime 13 significant. From the Wesiern Balkans
and Pakistar, il spread o Korea and lraly, Cnimminal organizations [Tequontly
chose fragile states such as Syria, Yemen, und Lehanon as their cnme hnbs
iGlobal Initiative, 20200 The epidermc pushed approximately 100 wafhon
peapls inte poverly, resulting in unemployment and disparity wmong the
population (Pandey, 20213,

1lis study seeks fo idemtify and analvze the seenance of crimes commiiled
during Covid-1% in Bangladeshi society und around the globe.

The research objectives:

e To discuss (e various crimes thay oceurred during the pundoennc
» Todetermine whether the changing circumstances led to Lhe crmergence
of new crnes

First, the study presents Covid-19  relaed facts and information: the
miethodology 1s then discussed. ‘Lhe third section presenis the theoretical
tramework and the fourth oullipes crime typologies assessing why certain
crimes occwred more requently during pandernic. Lastly, the sriicle examines
(actal dara which s used as the basis for cvaluation and mterprerarion.
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Methodology

The interpretation and comprehension of o particuler forn of content 1y the
primary emphasis of the gqualitative comlen?l analyss Wehmgue, This paper
cmplovs the qualitative methodology and secomdary souwrces of miormalion 1o
colleet dae, Bescurchers anulyzed offences that ocowrred from March 2024
to the present duting the Covid-12 ¢ra both in Bangladesh and globatly, The
stuely™s concepts wers gathered from various sources, such as books, journat
aricles, academic literature, newspapers, published roscarch  documenés.
thagarine arlicles, reporls, the media. and related websites. Additionally, they
checked several academic imternet databisses for wuthonlic reports, Considering
the typology of Covid 19 crimes, the data were ¢lassifiad into fouwr major
groups. These categorics are violeni, property. iransnalional, and cvber erimes.
Subsaquently, the sub-zections wore iHusimled using relercnees to the sitation
in Bangladesh and worldwide. Tven thaugh i 1a desk work, 1t is nevertheless
1mpurtant since it maintaing the reliabilivty and vadichty of e study by gathering
tlata [rom credible sources and academic works that arg scholarly in nature.

Theorctical framework

Crime 15 Teguently influenced by differences in our daily lives, Whan an
OPPOITUNILY 10 oML § LT pres<nts itselt, the erime is organized. Prople’s
social citcamslaneey, such as poverty, unemploviment, etc., assial them in
commiting emme:, Dunnyg the Covid-19, the variability of a fow specific
crimes neredsed, People were confined to their homes, which significantly
nppacied their lives. Although street crime docreased. dotmeste vieleneo
meredsed due to its foreed relecation inside the home, During the pandemie,
here were numercus changes in bucglary, trespassing, and othor cnmes
(Felson, hanyg & Xu, 2000

I'he study examined the rowtine activite theory, the rumor and conspiracy
theory, amal 1he crime pattern theory since these theories adequatcly deseribe 1he
Covid-19 eriminal aitanion in seme way or another. The Cohan and Felson’s
1979 Routine activity theary. aceording Lo which crime 15 inevitable when three
essential components are present. These are w molvated offender, a suitable target,
and the absence of a capable guurdian, [ ecombines aspects of normat hehavior
with ather simartional crinvinobomical theones s foeuses on how eriminals may
cneounter opportunities for crime in thar daaly lives, Cnime magnets are areas
that attract metivared offenders hecawse ey provide oppartumities for criminal
geilvity, During the Covid- 149 pandemic, it was obsorved that many crimes were
commitled dus to the incompetznce of responsible supuarvision,
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The researchers also investigated differemt gossip hits, such s takmyg on
warm socks, consuming garlic and uving goose lard on one’s chest Lo ireat the
conecivably deadly infection. In order o accompiish 4 concealed purpose that
i widely regarded as being illegal ar 2vil. multiple aetors zel logaher in secret
accond (Zonis & Toseph, 1994), Conspiracy theories considered the deadly viris
aw o Bo-weapor subsidized by Rill Gates tor other immunization deals | Silk,
Hi20). Tram that paint of view, many rumers surbaced about the conspicacy
against an individual or company. It is cleat that there were some groups (likely
offenders) who wore taking the benefit by using the suitable target,

Crirme will happen 1 2 region gives a chanee lor erime and it exists inside 2
criminal s mindfulness space. An otfender and a victim or target can matenialise
when the welion spaces of both run inle cach ather. The idea of enma: pattern
theory elucidales the way offenders ind out a suitable target [rom a specific
zane of place (Brantingham & Brantingham, 2008). The panderme situarion
torced peonls 1o rosteict themselves in the arca they lived in.'Lhe crime pattern
theory likewise predicts where cortain crimes may happen. For example. we
can sav that during the tockdown, 1he demand for face masks, hand sanitizer.
aned PPE was high. So many people tried to sell lake masks and provide false
information on different social media sttes. Lhe theoretical framework of the
paper portrayed below in Figure 1.
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Figore I: Theoretical Framework of the Paper {Coben & Felson; Zonis & JToseph,
1994 & Brantingham & Brantingham, 2008},

Types of Crimes committed during Ceovid-19

Globally. lockdawns and isolationy imposed i response-to the Covid-19 virus
had ramifications for duily life, Surprisingly, a vastmajority of the consequences
of the pandemic and its aftermath had been overwhelmingly negatve
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increasing death toll; work mistortunes. wnemployment, and an impending
olobal finaneial crisis were mmong the most frequently cited problems in the
world. From this perspeciive. 1t i3 clear that many newer versions of crimes
vecurred during the pandemic. A Jocal perspeciive in the case of Bangladesh
provides a close-view into the comprehension of the siation alongside the
atobal scene.

+  Violenl Crimes

Violent eimes cover an assormenl of offences going from regular attacks
ter killing. Such offenees likewise melude using weapons, [or ¢xarmple, guns,
knives and desiructive substances, During the pandemic, by the issve of George
Tlevd's demase in Minneapalis polive care. violent crime was high in difterent
states of the (JSA { Al Jazeers, 2000, However, researchers idenufied robbary.
assuulls om members of mnewily aroups, hate crimes, and domestic violenes
a5 yigniticant forms of eritoinal activity that oscurred during the pandermie.

Hobbery

Robbery stands ouwl among the numereus vinlent erimes reported during the
pandemic. Even though many crimes wenl unreported duning the cpidemic, the
number ot reported crimes increased dramstically. According to the Bangladesh
Police Headquarters, thore were over 900 robheries in 20200 A recent case
was the robbery of Sonali Bank in the Chuadanga district of Bengladesh, in
which every perpolralor was well-eguipped and nine lacs taki were stolen,
Criminctousisly and security experts concarred that the rise m uncmplovment,
fruslration, and anxiety dumng ithe Covid-19 pandemic compelled them tw
commil this erime (Islam, 2021} While the thetft rule mergased in Bangladesh,
it decreascd akobally {Meyer, Hassafy, Lewis, Shrestha, Haviland & Nagin,
20220,

Assanlt on Minovrifies

Assyulls on minorities are a common oceurrence in both Asia and Turope;
during the pandemic, it only increased and was highlighted across the world.
During the lockdown in April and Muy 2021, there were Lhiry brutal incidents
involving minority individuals in Bangladesh. On May 13, ten Ilindw families”
homes were vandalized (The Daily Star, 20205, The condiion of minorities
in various South Asjan nations deleriorated between 2019 and the begmning
of 2020, Many TFuropeans belicved that they were losing their jobs due to
immigration. In the pandemic, there was an increase in the number of hateful
and divisive conversalions centeved 0N savagery wranst minorities a5 well as
persistent [inancial prohibition (Mineniy Rights Cironps. 20200,
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Attacks and bovesls were winessed as o resull of Bid=ely Blaming Mustim
sutherings at various sacred sites. The man named Mehboob Al was rurally
assiullod and dragged to o field within the city of Harewali, [ndia. Saved
Tabrew (23), and hiy mudher, Zareen Lo (39 were amony seven Muslim
volunteers whenn a gromp of local BFP mentbers assaulted on April 4 and & ay
they attempted to distribure tood to displaced people in the Marathahalli and
Dyasarahall ateays of Karnulska, India (Petersen & Raluman, 20207

Hiute Crime

Hute critne is a eriminal act, including savage corme, such gy havassmenl, lire-
rehared erime. defacement, assault, or threats 1o cxcowte such viidlanons againg
an individual or hissher prapertsy becauss ol their real or perceived race, color,
national origin. insdeguata religion, ethoicity, sex, or sexual oricntation. As a
eesull ¢l he pandemmic, thete was an increass in anti- Asian hate crimes. which
nay be attributed o g rise i prejudice and the normalization of xenophobia,
fear of strangers, and weakness. Asian-Americans have been victims of real
acts ef proqudive and harassment (Gover, [arper & Langton, 20204, Dhuring the
pandermie, nange sllistics indicated increased hate crimes, particularly azainst
Chinese and East Asian minontias. Ditterent reports and police data trom
the Tnited Kangdarn, Canada, and the United States reveal these shocking
nereases in hate enmes agyinst Bast Asian minorities (Luthra & Nandi,
20200 During the first thoee monithy of 20020, Chinese minorities in the Linited
Kingdom repacted 267 ineidenls of hate crimes, compared to 375 incidents for
the entice year of 2019 (Lathra & Nandi, 202005,

Muorzover. as of January 2020, cazes woere sepotied of cnduring racial blaming
lowards numerous Asian Americans, unjust work cuvironmenlt end, being
spal o, sctual savagery, ourageous physical distanemyg, and so forth because
al defarmming gnd blaming Asians for the spread of Cosid-19 by medig und
governmeni aghoniicy [(Croucher Mguven & Rakmani, 20200 In addition, in
our neighboring couniry S0 Lanka. the public authority blamed the pandemic
tor criticizing Muaslims and spresding [slamophebiy. India™s administration
highlighted the Covid-19 panderme as o chanes W twotold its current
[slamophobic arrangements {(Sulemmsn, 20200, Several ineldents have been
secounted for in which Choistians and Hindus were denied tood apportions
m Pakistan {Joshi & Joshi, 20203, In Bargladesh, al least 17 individuals were
slaughiered in sectarian viciousness during the Covid-19 pandemic (Hussain,
20240,

As indicated by recent studies, hale crimues ggainst east and Southeast Asians
were seom to merease. In April, around 261 hate crimes were committed against
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Asians, increasing o 323 in Maw, 393 i Juni und 381 i July {Townsend &
Tabal, 202001 Az a resubt of neighbors nuimidatng hehavior during Inckdewns,
the number of peeple socking assistance ncreased by 62% by midvear
Sexual orjentation-relatcd erimes dramarically inereased. and athnicity- and
racs-related crimes were also prevalent (Binding, 2020) Nearky 2,100 ani-
Asian American hale emine scenss. including verbal ambushes, physics)
azzaults. workplace segrogation, and onling incitement. were wentlicd by
Covid-1% across the country (Donaghue, 20201 Politcal and social eotcones
ol the curran reaponse o the pandemice are hkely o mersase senophobie,
racial aditudes and hate crimes, particularly against Chiness and East Asan
ninorities, due to a rusundersianding of the financial crisis Loty & Nandi,
200205, [t accuralely dopicts the situation of the potenlial vlfendor

Promestie Vicfeiore

According to muliple reports, many women cncountzred unexpectadly
aueressive behavior al home as a result of the lockdown. Natiemally, dunng
Covid- 19, domestic al dowrv-related viclenus increased by approximaiely
205, There were 228 residencial and dowry-related violenes incidents durenyg
the Covid-19 pandemic, compared to 224 during the pre-Cevid-1% cra
According w the Bangladesh Peace Observatory 1BPOY. more than 200
women were murdsred from Janoary o July 2020 ('Lhe Financial Express,
25200, According w Ain-0-Salish Kendra (ASK), 235 women were murdered
pv their hishands or partnees™ families in the [rsl mne maonths of 2020
(Rahman, 202000 1t rendered womes and children more defenselesy azains
domestic aggression (Deutsche Welle, 20200 As per Action Ald Bangladesh,
viplence against women. particularly aggressive behavior at home. mereasd
sianiticantly during the Tockdown perivd. In 2028, the number increases by
SO in Tealy, TO0% n Nigeria, 700% o Palestine, and 9¥3% i Dangladesh
compared to 24019,

*  Property Crimes

Property erimies consist of criminal offences when the person is net direetly
atfected o injursd, but the individual's property 1s damaged. Thefi, shoplhifing,
and burglary are polable instances of properly-relaced crimes (Bullon, 20205,
Remurkably. property-resuicd ofences decreased in the first lockdown phase
and ncreased again after the lockdown way cver (UNODC, 2020). However.
areanized property crime iz addinomally on the rise. The report noted a fow
cuses where medical facilites wod pharmacics wers progressively focused
an meeling the black market nesd for drugs and other clinical suppies and
cquipmen! {Mever, 202171 There was w 22% expansion i calls for service and
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a I3 cxpansten In property eomy | Bulam. 20200 Likely offenders always
seek oo reasomable gppoctunily o eommmit g enme. oo the pandenne.
there woere many ingstances of not presenting the leeal suardian in their
respective places, and then the offenders made the cpportunity 1o commit such
crimas. From that point, it can be easilv zaid that property-reiated crimes ware
perpetrated in different places bacause of the ahsence ot proper guidance. The
rescarchers focased or the fallowiag tvpes of significant property crimes that
peeTed e Covid-19,

Nhoplifiing

While the phenomenon was nol overtly erminent naliomally, simee The star
of the Covid-[% financial erigis, shoplifting in the Unied S1ates inoreased
signilicantly. Agcording 1o interviews with doezens of retailers. police
departiments, aud seeurily cxporls across Lhe nation, the main target of che
offender was mare staplos such as broad, pasta, and miant formula { Bhatrarai &
Menham, 202400, Aceending loow siudy conducted by the Census Bureau in late
Cretober and carly Novemboer, one 1 eight LS. adults (in excess of 25 million)
reporiod thal they regutred more feod to eal within the past week (Pomranz,
Z020). Tarty pereent ol busimessmen report an increase in shoplifting since the
start ol the Covid-19 ( Beer, 204,

Burglary

Burglary 15 a dislressing ellence that can leave victims fzeling vietienizcd
in their own homes. Tois s vielatien of ownership and residence. During
lockdown, thare were numerons mstances of burglary in Bangladesh, Rritain
and India. In Bangladesh, £37 cases of burglary and theft were documented.
From January to March, |83 ingtances of theh and burslary were detected
{I=lam, 20200 A5 a vesull ol the pandomic, many non-essential goods were
inspected. and thewr owners were Moreed (o remain at home. Due to the absence
of'a gnardian, potential offenders cxploited the opening, identitied the proper
turget. and committed bosolary,

Forexample, a burglary oceuned in Bandipora, orth Kashmin, . the deserled
home o a Covid-19 palacul, whose entire #amily was quarantined i1 g ¢line;
the thieves made ofl with K5 3 Lakh it cash and other valuables (hagid, 2020).
Unknown individuals heohe into a locked home in Hwderabad that beloaged
1o a Covid-19-positive bencfactar and slele zobd and other assets. A few davs
prior 1o their retuen, the advocawe’s farmily discovered they had heen rabbed
while quarantined for an extendad peried UThe New [ndian Expreas, 2620).
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Theft aad Velicle Theft

The mte ol theft and wvehicle thett ways roduced beeause people were not
permitted outside unless there was an emergency. However, more than nine
thousand thelis were reported in Bangladesh during thae year of 2818 accerding
o police records. ln 2019, 1L exseedad the previous records (Islam. 20217, Brue
to the soctal deterioration, it has risen dramatically,

[n comparison 1 global reduction of theft, vehicle-relawed crimes increased
fullowing the Covid-19 pundemiv. According o the Merseyside police
department, vehicle thell wepors increased from 1732 to 2471 i the wear
following a major pandemic. Similarky, the number of reported cases in
Manchesier. United Kingdam, mereased rom 6,220 t0 7737 (Farmworly,
2022

«  Transpativnal Crime

Transnalional critne (s defined by covmingl achivily occurcing in multiple
nations. With the development of advanced technology, 1t becomes casier
for criminals to cornmnit crimes. They can quickly flee from one country w
another W maintain ancsrvmity and hicrarchy, From this perspective, they plan
aml exeoure crimes i vadous eoutirics. Thiug-retated crime, organizcd erne,
wamen and druy rallicking were all mentioned dunme the pandemic even of
not as much [Tom o naticsal perspactive.

Sfervery

Current formns of slavery, such as sex tralicking, unlawful recruilmens. child
sex trafficking, forhficd labor or obligation scrvlde, domestic servitude,
forced labor use of child troopars, and loreed chilbd labor, are alse on b
rise ¢Quinley, 20207, According to estimates by the United Mationy, thors are
approximately 40 million viciims of modem-day slavery across the globe.
Txisting Covid-19 dangers threaten W loree a large number of men, womasn,
and children into modern loimns of slavery and other fomms of deprivation
unless grvarmmenls act immediately to proteet theom {Tshuiyvan, 202075,

Women Trafficking

Around 2% al all vietims of human traficking worldwide wo women and
girls. Among them, almost 77% of female viclims are trathicked or sexual
exploitation (Regnin, 20201, Almest 60% of human trafficking victims ace
wamen and gitls (AL, 20203, Duc to the pandemic, an addinonal 47 willien
women and girls Giced poverty, which put them s nsk for trathcking. As 4
result of the pandemnic, it was possihle for perpetrators who had been wwaatng
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the apportunity for days to act. Due o women's financial, employment, and
olher vulneralities, offenders got the opportunity eastly,

ITuman rights ocganization records a ER3% increase in human traflickimg
cases during the Covid-19 {Blake, {rant & Nitz, 20207, The pandemic had
inmmedhale and severe cffects on women in the sex tmade, whoe are among
the mosl vulnerable womnen on earth. In the absenee ol lood, shelrer, and
medical carc, theie visk of contracting Covid - F mereases (Farley, 20200 The
Covid-19 worsened the predicaments of numszrous sex workars who are single
parents and have already been impovenshad by severe messures {Shehadi &
Pattingtan, 20200

Avou result of the expansion of Covid-143, peopie have heen subjected tno
unprecedentod levels ol unemplovment, dawape o cmployvioent, and shaksy
financial conditions, which have made them pooter. For sorvival, those n
disadvantaged circumstances were subjected (o foreed labor, servitude, or
olher modem forms of subjugation (Bhuivan, 20200, B has weakened the
global population tinancially and scx tabor s na exception, Many [ommer sex
workers returned to their jobs dus to the pandemic. Again others have cnrered
the fleld in a new waoy, Many sex waorkers must now aceom mich Towor wagos.,
o siauficant risks, or both to keep the market afloat {Yasseri, 2021,

The increment in women ralficking sxpandied 1w newer horlzons with the
aid of the pandemie, Sinee the release of Covid-19, approximately 66% of
trontline wraflicking workers were reemiited online by trafiickers and forced
to produce anbing pomagraphy by rafficked women and girls (Regnér, 20240,
Covid-E9 henee acecleralcd new pattems of online selection of womett ated
girls by rraffichers, whereas thear radiiional svstems sre limited (Cook, 202400

Orgunized Crime

Lruring the covid period. munerous organt-od criminad groups siempled o
carry eut their criminal activities. They taraeted numerous heinous crimes such
s rubbery, drug abuse, and fraud. Oceasionally, they rarast modically-related
ubjeils, They communicate with one angther via social media, In Canwla,
organized criminal groups are altering their iezal assiguments 1o the Covid-19
aned they attempted to create fear and decedt armemyg the vulnerable population
In mamy cases, they were suceessful. Since the heginming of March, Canadians
lost 8186 to frandsters, an organized erime in which al leas, hree or more
eritminials colluborated, Some were permanent of temporaty coalitons fommed
o aceomplish o paricubar criminal act. Their violations rangad frorm extortion
and identity theft to managing rewins, diugs. and peopls (Fitzpatrick. 20200,
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Oraanized offenders look sdvaniage of the deception and feur inside sooal orders
v affering fuke therapeudic items online (Kennedy & Pauf, 20200 Mucapland,
20200, lnterpol cautioned its 194 part nations e be highly cantious of praanized
wronsdoing systems endeavoring to penelrale supply chaing 1o uree their hands
on the iroraund cation theough take websiles and wriomg cures (Reinstein, 202401
On the other side, organized offenders abused the Covid-19 emargency to
dispalch phenomenal sums of dmigs mie the R (Gallagher, 20200,

Smugafing of Driags

The illezal drag trade 15 helizved ta be ditectly associaled with heinous crimes
which increased during the lockdown, Usinganmggled drugs, tratickers soush
allernalive routes, such as the occamc mute 10 transport vt subsiances,
Luring that time, benzodigzepine use. intravenous drug adrminiswacicn, and
the sharing of infusion cguipment were prevalent (UNOTDC, 20207 The
previlence of dmg use was high in Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, Vietnam,
and Bangladesh (Rabbi. 2020). From the Golden "Imungle 1o the Golden
Crescent, the Golden Age of India 1o the Golden Village of Bangladesh, these
rogrton: are known as the cenlre of the drog trade.

I Banaladesh, Yaba, Hlerain, and phensedy] were transperted 1n vanons fond
and other product containers, In April, Oox's Bazur DB pobiee arrested three
individuals with 20,000 pieecs of Yaba in an emergeney wehicle from Interface
Sireet on Cox’s Bazur-Toknat Street. On June % RAB scizad |50 bottles of
phensedyl that had been hidden in mungoecs, and & sub-inspector (51) wis
caught with 11000 pieess of Yaha in the capiial’s Mohammadpur According
to the police headquarters, 7,623 opiate cases were reported in March, 1,639
in Agpril, and 2460 in Mav, Buscd on these lindings, it has been assumed that
drug use during the lockdown peniod was excessive (Rabbs, 20200 Since
Mavernher, 20260 the BOGB has cecoversd more Lhan s1s lacs of Yaba tabiers
alemg the Bangladesh-yvammar border and caplurcd at least ten suspocled
perpetralors, as indicated by the border foeee.

Elsewherc, 'L hailand, Myanmar, Camhbodia, and Vietnam had high raes of
drug use during the pandemic, Uhai specialists reported thie 1.42 memnic
long ol precious stone meth were prevented from entering Malaysia. 1n
May, Mywunar authoritias armounced Asia’s largest druyg bust in decades.
seixing 200 million meth pills and 300 kilograms ol icg, 33,3 metric tons
and 163,000 liters of precursor charnicals and 33 suspeels {Peter, 20245 On
July £, 2020, ltalian police made the world’s largest amphetamme seizure
{Kupatadze, 202407,
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Husod an the information mentinned above, 11 can be concluded that dma
dealing ¢riminals have significantly increased their activities. They targered
Border regions w conduct business. Dwring the Cotona era, when law
anforcement ageneics enggaged in various activities; drug doealers also inereased
their eriminat activily due 1o the presence of criminngenic subslunces, the
avitlability of suitable targets, and the absence of appropriare suardime,

Wildiife Trafficking

During the lockdown, wildlite-related critnes rose. lu the first nine months of
ihe pandemic, China prosceuted over fifteen thousand imdividuals for natural
lite-related oifences, S6%% moge than in 2019, Seven thowsund of the total arcests
mvelved the vislation of hshing limits. Four thousand people were arrested
tor tlegal hunling and 3000 foc illewably pochasing, selling, or transporing
endangercd wild animal products (Rewors, 202601

o1 well known that Pangolin products have been used n lraditional
Chinese medicine to treal vanous infeetions for millennia, The sale of these
products increased following the pandemic. From 2004 o 2018, s rescue
operilions increased tenfold Jue o bigh demand. While the pandemic spread
kepl meredsing. the wildlity indusiry expanded (The Dhhaks Leibone. 20205,
Duning the pandemic. when the mortality rate and bealth risks skyrocketed,
1 Bucame crucial fa tproves s treatment. As a result, thy probable offender
biran hunting wild animals, which werz used directly and Indirectly in various
muedical trantments.

¢ Cyber Crimes

We live inan age of seienee, which makes lite casior e more aceessible to
people worldwide. B s comparable to the villaze knawn as the global villaga.
People communizate through technological means. On the contrary, many
mdividuals misuse technology [rom time to timz and in various Josations.
Cybornme is among these which are increasing daily, Cvbercrimes are
criminal ellences using a netwark-connected device, anch ws a computer or
a madile phone, Cybereriminals or cyvber termorists are the individuals who
commit evhereriing,

Uhroughaiue ke pundemic, it exploded. AL the height of the pandonig,
eybercrime had wulliplied by a 6.000% increase in Covid-19-related spain
iTert. 20200, Criminals immediately exploitod the tme of Cowid- 19 10 gluck
defenseless prople through online scarmy, phishing, and the apread al Gilse
news, which bevame an ideal method lor cybereriminals ansniping 1o s<lé
prvadncts that they claim, would provent or cure Covid-19 (Ko, 2020)
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Areund 111 eyber-related cases were likod n Bangladeshi courts m the first
three months betore the court closed in April due to the spread ol the Covid-19.
Troam April 1o June, police headyuarters in Dhaka recorded an addittonal 168
evbererime cases, according to the regisirar of the Trhaka Chief Metropolitan
sagistrate’s Court. According te the report, 8% of eyberenime viclims are
women. Around £0% of eybercrim victioss do not reporl incudents o law
entorcenient wgenciss, and 63% of victims do not know where to look for
assistance, Anong those who did seek legal assistance, 73 E% did not receove
satizfactory results, according 1 the report {'1ipy, 2020). There has also beon
more [nternet fraud, phishing, data thett, mulware thar causes problemns, and
malicious domaing (Al 20200

Seasmine gad Phishin
=]

Sewnmers use Tuke crnails or SMY to scecss sensitive personal information
such as accoun! numbers. login 112s, and passwords/PINs Tackers use
phishing messages to gatn aceess Lo 4 computer or organization. Clicking on
a link enables ther 0 install ramsomware or other programmes that can leck
the commpuler and reveal 1s data. Scammers use legitimate COMmpany nanes or
poae as will-known individeals (Kabir, 20203

There are lots of eriteria tor scummers to commil online frauds which were
commonplace during the pandenic. Scammers advertised on providing soveral
grants, building Covid-19 reliel funds, council 1ax reduction, disgnesed with
Covid-19, [ree hand sanitizer and face masks cie. They alse provided messages
regarding TV Authorizing., telling individuals tey qualificd G six tronthy
wilhonr charge sinee the pandemic, upgrading their TV membership servives.
and fulse profiles on social inedia destinations (Read, 20240),

Fraudstors uwse phishing amd content messages o ohtain viclms' peraonal
information, hark account information, and passwords. Generally, phishing
attempls ariginate from whal appear to be lepilimate sources, persuading recipicnly
ta click on a link of respond with required personal information. Concenunyg
the pandemic, phishing attempts Lumched under the guise of govemmunt
departiments, health professionals, ele, (Cross, 20207 Pullerson, 20247,

During the pandemic, a lavge nuniber of frauds were observed such & antibody-
related ircarment scam (publicizing [uky curss, vaccies), shopping scams
{creating false swwes. e-commorte websites. social media accounts), wedical
scams {Scammers may call and email individuals pretendmy w be docters and
clinics), charity seans {asking for donations for individuals}, phishing and mulware
scams (stealing wevess to a compuler or stealing credentiabs). and App scams
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{e.z creating mobile apps designed (o track the spread of Covid- 19, Scammners
alser eaed robocalls’ or Sclemarketing” agents to promote evervthing from take
ConAd-19 treatments o work-itom-home money-making sehemes (Kabir, 20207,

Fake News and Mivinformation

It (s keovann that bad news spready quickly, According to this perspective.
widespread misintormation and fake news were provalent doring he panderaic.
It, farr insranes, mews spread thal Bill Gutes created or financed the arrangement
for Covid-19 to offer immunizations i order o gain slobat control. Ditferent
instances of false news dwring the pandemics meleded conspiracy (hoorists
speculating that majority ruling governments were blaming the disease for
converting their framewaorks inio absolutes, where 3G was Blamed Jor the
spread of the Covid-190 secording (o the report {Sheth, 20200

Criminals posted lalse advenesernenly formedicines, test kits, and hvgiene produets.
Mumercus websites claimed oo sell Covid-19 moedicalions, tests, and antibodies.
Tipht hundred people perished as a resulc of drinking aleobol m an atlempt ta avaid
infection hased on false information. Due to the pandemic, many radicalizers and
their fallowers had ample lime 10 spend on the [nternet and entered the maodem
world fullv. It allowed fanatical groups 1o communicate with individuals.

Online Frowd

The Covid-19 pundermic redirected many consumers 10 onlime shopping,
facilitating the spread of counterfeit goods. Numecows complainls against
commercial internet centers were accumulated. including selling low-gualily
s, compticated and delayued discounts, and counterfeit goods. Cusiomers
were deceived on munerous social media platforms. including Facebook and
wib-tised purchasing pages (Frand, 20200, This study provided cxamples
of how the cume evele achieves its appropriate objectives by entrapping
individuals during a pandemic. During the pandemic, countcrioiting also
beecame widespread. These were unambiguously linked te the Covid-19
pandere, fo which they have heen added {Evropol, 2022). Since March 2020,
more than 34,000 forued surgical masks have boen seized as part of various
law enfireomnent operations worldwide (Tass, 202400,

Online Gambling

Dunng the Covid-19 leckdowns. online gaming and gambling dependenciss
have reen significantly. Tn the Toiled Kingdom, it is estimated thal more
than three lacs wore affected by gambhng addiction. Approximately one
hundred sixty thousand Auslralizns were influeneed by zambling. During the
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lockdowns, Spain, Belgium, and Lalvia have vnposed a few restrictions on
emline gambling to combat addiction. During the Covid-1% pened. o bunch of
eroups found in casines and sports fields across the country wers immeadiately
identificd a: potential outbreak sites, Recenthy, Relgian betting specialists
trnposcd 4 weekly limit of C300 on locally-facilitated regions,

The Spanish government limited advertising resuictions to & [our-hone
window between 1 am. and 3 aan, ad Latvia prohibited inemet parnbling
until Covid-19 restrictions were Hied (Pearson, 20207, As evidenced by
the preceding example. they (the gamblers) developed & criminally inclined
anline community, They are accustomed to online gambling and send links
Lo stranesrs where they look for various opportunitics. Sometimeas they slohs
money, and sumelimes they associated with various individuals,

Ransomware and Malware Campuighs

During ihe pandemie, numwrous medical care organizations were allackod
Iy rumsotnware. Various ransomware attacks argered clinics and hospitals.
Despile thig, numerous reneownid organizations. such as Jack Danels, Garmin,
and the Riv London, were afected by ransomware. To addition, the University
of California, Sun Francisco. defense conoractor Comnuncations, Power
Industries (€11 in California, and Travelex paid ransom demands in millions
aldoNars in 2020, accerdine to the report { Sheth, 2020), Beeause of Covid-14,
71% of evbher seeurily worldwide 1s more concemed aboul ransemware attacls
(Help Net Secunty, 2020

O the imlermer and social media such as on Facchaolk, Twitler, and ondine
publications, people cneountered stigma, rumors, and conspitacy thearles
concerning the corona virus {Silk, 20207 [n the Unired Kingdom, the aross
betting vield (GGY) for e-sports betring incressed by 2.892% 10 Just over £1.3
millicn from March 2088 to March 2020, wrowing by 1244% in April and then
by 36% to £4.2 million in May {Mak, 2020 Adware was the most previdont
malware for Android devices in 2020, accounting fur nearly 30% of malware
in the first quarler, 27% in the seeond quarter, and 29%i0n the Lhird quarter ot
al§ Androld (hreats (Sheth, 20200,

A the number of peaple infected with Covid-19 continued to increase in the
real world, malicious ¢vher camipalpns such us spam messafos, phishing.
malware, ransorrware, and malicious domaing that use the disedse 4y a trap
also increase in the virmal world. Google reports that its Gmail admintstration
has identified over 100 miliion phishing emails and 18 million dmly malware
identified with Covid-19 (Kabir, 202407
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Conelusion

This study demanstrates a grear dzal oV crime during the Covid- 19 pandenae.,
Mewer patterns of crime like cvber-relared crimes (e.g. online frawd. scam,
phishing. misvinfonmation, fake news. the rise of ransemware, (Online
Cramnbling), drug smugeling, hate crime, assault on minorities, domestic
viplemee, wildlife and women wafficking, sex-related crime. slavery, etc.
skymockoted durmg the Covid-19 pandemie tume. Overall, particular patterns
were nbserved tor erimes that were comnnited vnline and violent crimes. For
the [omoer the study recorded an increase and larger [requencics over Lhe
parind of the pandemic, Criminals waited online for opparmanities. Tikewisy, as
discussed abowve (appropriate lurgel), online criminals took advantage ol every
opportmnity they desired. Despite the nse of social media and its accessibility,
social ol misuse has not stopped. Even though the pandomic 1s spreading,
tumors, misinfenmation, and fake news are on the rise. Thmng the pandemic.
the rale o cyvbererime mereased dramatically.

For the latter, thore was o sizmilicant increase in viokent erima, with 2 ooy
on damestic violenee, The two putterns and trends obsceved for the lwo
viltegories of crime wore more or less consistent globally. Fven though the
stakistics claimed a significanl decrease in the overall number of crimes, the
specific crimes mentioned abuve were significantly rising.

When many people are affectad by job loss, nancial mstability, or wark
fragitity, they wre forced to remain at home, lewding (o slress, anger, and
frustration, Frustraled peopla frequentiv vent their angor on the most vulnerabla
family members, such as children, spousca. ard clderly parents (The Business
Standard, 20201 Ay a result, unemployment makes 11 casier for people to he
crinnnagenie, which iz consistent with the Tikely offender theory of routine
activily, When people are afflicied with 3 variely of problems dus to the
epidemie. cnmupals look for oppormunities 4 commil crimes in various ather
settings, includhng medical. online. and retail. Thiring tbe pandemic., individuals
became auscrpiible to domestic vinlence aml cyborenimes, especially frand,
misinformation. fake news, shoplitting, sambling, and counterfeiting, amone
viher enmes. During the pandemic. the number of hale ¢rimes commitred
againsl Asiany increased. feorm 261 i April to 323 in May, 395 i June, and
8L in July (Townsend & [gbal, 20200 As 3 malter of assault on minerily,
Himdus are affecied m Bangladesh and Pakistan in whick they were deprived
ol basic needs and vundalized (Republic world, 202 The Daily Star, 20205,
Cm lhe contrary, conveniional Muslims were lirassed in India and Solanks
(hapur, 20207 Nazceer, 20200 In addicicn, Gamblng in 1K, Australis, Spain,
Fuleium, Latvia ete. wont high.
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Violenl eritnge increased after the lockdown, wnd i has heen sesn that the
exparsiom of vielance wus mwre among younger males. In Bangladesh.
juvenile delinguency such as extortion, pilterage and drug abuse, cspecially
snarting Yaba, are often seen (Sufian, 20200 The panderme added elemenes
tor the list Several newly tommed Juvenile gang members were being engaged
in drug addiction and business, harassing women and often in clashes and
allercation in the areas and cven the incidents of murder and rape are ofien
happening (Numzzamean, 2020

Wit vimphasiz on the Bangladesh contexy, there were similarities with the globut
contexl wm lerms of the rise of crimes omline and viclent crime thal oceurred
within he households. With u druslic shift in consumer behavior depending on
enline shopping as wel! as onlme based transactions, such crvnes saw a rise
Consequently, there was a [l i property crimte over the fivst few monihs of the
pandemic as the shilt in consumer behuvior mmseed. With regard to domeshic
abuse, the same reflection can be made. There was an overall increase i cases
reporlsd by non-government vrganizations signalling the shadine pandemic
which leok place not only withm Bangladesh but globally as well.

Criminuls hive the motivation to commil a crime; they lways sech suitable
spportinity, and the absence of g responsible guardian allows them o proceed
o their goal. As a result of the pandemic. many sasy lurguls for the crime
ware created when many people slaved at home and stuved ol the roads. The
atmosphere of dread and vuinerability vaused by the pandemic contribatad @ the
asgravation of cveryday clircumstances and the initiation ¢ vanous bypes of crime
and offendors, Activities such s social distancing, restacled wwavel, sheltering
in place, and sliminating key neighborhood assets we Bkely to substantially
increase the risk of various crimes (Usher et at, 20200, Huropoel (2020} wams
that businesses and clinics are polential targets Tar ormwmzed burglaries.

Interpol cautivned member stales W belster their eflons in light of' a potentiul
resurgence of organized crime duc o the incresse in Covid-19 vaccmalions.
Therefure, zovernments and policymakers should make mindtulness abaul un
expanded dunger of violations during pandemic and lzawre the reguircment
tor mdividuals to stay in conuact with one another {Usher et al. 2020
Maintaining social connectedness is a significant ssue during Lhe ume of
epidentic. Improving wellbeing, forestalling erimes and connecting each athor
are very imporlant to inprove the carrent simation,
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